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Very  Rare  Gem  Proof 
1830  Capped  Bust 
Half  Dollar 


This  Beautiful  PiALF  Dollar 

is  a  coin  of  the  very  greatest  rarity.  This  fabulous  half  dollar  is  the  only  Prool  of  its  date 
certified  by  NGC  (as  of  April  1995).  A  total  of  two  have  been  certified  Proof-64  for  the 
entire  series,  with  just  one  finer.  The  late  Walter  Breen  confirmed  the  existence  of  only 
three  Proofs  dated  1 830,  with  two  more  examples  possible.  This  lovely  specimen  bears 
the  tiny  die  defect  in  the  border  dentil  to  the  right  of  the  letter  F  in  OF,  described  by 
Breen  as  being  diagnostic  of  Proofs.  It  also  shows  obvious  signs  of  having  been  struck 
twice.  Every  fine  detail  is  bold,  its  borders  are  complete,  and  its  surfaces  are  blessed  with 
golden  brown  and  iridescent  toning. 

A  Prize  At  Only 

$42,500.00 

TOLL-FREE  1-800-222-5993  •  IN  NH  569-5095  •  fax  603-569-5319 


Dave’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  this  issue 
you’ll  find  just  about  anything  you  desire  if  you  are  a  numisma¬ 
tist  interested  in  American  coins.  Included  are  new  purchases 
from  several  sources,  including  one  fine  old-time  collection  I 
recently  picked  up  in  Colorado. 

Our  offices  are  located  in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  in  the  Lakes  Region  of 
the  state,  about  two  hours  by  car  north  of  Boston.  We  are  far  enough  away  from 
the  big  city  to  have  a  lot  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  but  near  enough  that  jumping 
on  a  plane  and  flying  to  New  York,  Los  Angeles,  or  London,  takes  but  a  short  time. 
Time  was  when  our  offices  were  in  Los  Angeles  and  we  had  an  over-the-counter 
trade. 

Time  was  also  when  we  were  a  division  of  General  Mills  (you  know  them  for 
cereal  such  as  Cheerios  and  Wheaties,  but  at  one  time  they  had  over  30  non-food 
divisions  including  Parker  Brothers  Games,  Eddie  Bauer  sporting  goods,  Red 
Lobster  restaurants,  the  world’s  largest  stamp  company,  and,  also,  our  firm). 
However,  General  Mills  deaccessioned  all  of  its  non-food  components  and  today  is 
back  to  basics — Cheerios  and  Wheaties.  General  Mills  was  and  is  a  very  fine 
firm — with  a  fairness  and  public-spiritedness  that  is  the  envy  of  many  a  New  York 
Stock  Exchange  company.  I  have  often  remarked  that  if  someone  is  seeking  a  main- 
track  career  with  a  large  international  firm,  and  wanted  to  be  treated  fairly  and 
have  a  good  opportunity  to  advance,  they  would  do  well  to  knock  on  General 
Mills’  door. 

General  Mills  owned  a  majority  interest  in  our  company  from  1974  to  1982.  In 
1974  when  they  bought  shares  in  us,  they  did  so  after  commissioning  a  survey,  taken 
at  an  ANA  convention.  They  asked  attendees  to  pick  their  favorite  rare  coin 
company — the  one  they  would  like  to  buy  coins  from  and,  in  a  separate  question,  the 
one  they  would  like  to  handle  their  collection  when  time  came  to  sell.  Our  company 
scored  head  and  shoulders  above  our  competition. 

I  like  to  think  that  the  same  popularity  we  had  with  established,  advanced 
collectors  (such  as  make  up  the  membership  of  the  ANA)  back  in  1974  is  still 
strong  in  1995-  Many  things  have  changed  in  the  intervening  21  years.  We’ve  all 
grown  older,  countries  in  the  Communist  Bloc  are  now  free,  grading  services  now 
do  a  land-office  business  (there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  grading  service  back  in 
1974,  and  the  ANA  Grading  Standards  hadn’t  been  dreamed  of),  new  surgical  and 
medical  procedures  have  saved  countless  lives,  and  the  Treasury  Department  even 
has  a  new,  massive  commemorative  coin  program. 

Some  things  haven’t  changed,  however.  From  our  offices  deep  in  the  heart  of 
New  England,  the  entire  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staff  has  as  its  objective  to 
bring  you  the  best  quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and  personal  service  you’ll  find 
anywhere  in  numismatics. 

I  invite  you  to  see  for  yourself.  Look  through  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
carefully,  pick  out  the  coins  (and  don’t  forget  to  check  our  books-for-sale  section, 
too)  of  greatest  interest,  and  then  call  Gail  Watson,  Chris  Karstedt,  or  Beth  Piper 
toll-free,  1-800-222-5993  to  reserve  those  you  would  like.  Or,  use  the  handy  order 
form  and  mail  us  your  order.  Either  way,  some  really  fine  corns  will  be  arriving  in 
your  mailbox  soon.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  delighted,  or  your  money  back!  By  the 
way,  if  we  were  to  set  up  a  Refund  Department,  the  staffer  there  would  be  like  the 
Maytag  repair  man — he  or  she  would  have  little  to  do  except  play  cards.  Mo¬ 
nopoly,  or  read  magazines! 

We  all  look  forward  to  your  order! 

Happy  collecting, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

CoinsforSale 


Colonial  Coins 

As  we  go  to  press:  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 07 
offers  a  wide  selection  beginning  with  a  notable 
1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  large 
planchet  variety,  preserving  some  of  its  original  mint 
frost!  A  rare  Carolina  Elephant  token  is  of  the  in¬ 
teresting  O  over  E  corrected  die  blunder.  Vermont 
coppers  include  a  couple  of  “landscape”  pieces  and 
a  pair  of  portrait  types,  while  issues  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  comprise  many  different  Miller-attributed  va¬ 
rieties.  Then  follows  a  New  York  (with  NOVA 
EBORAC  legends)  copper  and  a  run  of  New  Jersey 
copper  issues.  Among  Massachusetts  copper  coins 
will  be  found  a  Condition  Census  1787  Ryder  2-A 
half  cent.  After  several  Washington  pieces  are  pre¬ 
sented  there  is  a  splendid  gem  Uncirculated  1787 
Fugio  copper  which  your  editor  acquired  in  July  as 
part  of  a  Colorado  collection;  it  has  been  off  the 
market  for  a  long  time. 

Basic  information:  Colonial  coins,  including  state 
coins  and  pieces  honoring  George  Washington,  are 
among  the  most  fascinating  series  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatics.  There  are  many  different  die  varieties, 
each  with  different  characteristics.  Further,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  planchet  stock,  striking,  and  wear  com¬ 
bine  to  give  each  coin  a  personality.  And,  each  series 
has  a  good  measure  of  exciting  American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 


Colonials  His  Forte 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  enjoy  colonial  coins  and  have  for  10 
years,  ever  since  I  first  ordered  a  1787 
Fugio  cent,  variety  Newman  12-X,  from 
you.  Since  then  my  collection  has  grown  to 
include  most  of  the  major  copper  types 
dated  in  the  1780s  and  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book. 

“I  am  writing  to  say  thank  you  for  the 
nice  service  you  have  given  me  and  for 
answering  my  many  questions.  It  was  par¬ 
ticularly  courteous  of  you  to  tell  me  the 
rarity  and  history  of  the  1787  Vermont 
Ryder  13  that  I  bought  from  a  West  Coast 
dealer  instead  of  from  you. 

“I  look  forward  to  ordering  from  your 
next  colonial  offering.” 

— C.A. 


Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  numbers). 
Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M”  numbers), 
Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of  1787-1788, 
Maris  on  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M”  numbers,  but 
from  a  different  author,  not  Miller),  W.S.  Baker 
and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington  pieces  and  so 
on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  in  the  fore 
part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  colonial  coins  and  also 
a  bibliography  from  which  you  may  choose  any 
number  of  additional  references.  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
(“Breen"  numbers)  is  highly  recommended  for  the 
advanced  numismatist. 

Exceptional  N-ll  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-11.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine 
Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50.  69.74 
grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and  quite 
handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected  ar¬ 
eas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking  pres¬ 
sure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early 

American  coins . 5,925 

(1688)  Breen-78,  N-4E.  American  Plantations 
token.  MS-60.  A.k.a.  Plantation  “halfpenny.” 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the 
obverse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present 
on  this  specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
position  (tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with  heavy 
corrosion.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception  to  the 
rule! . L995 

The  denomination  on  the  coin  is  expressed  as  l/24th 
real.  In  the  Spanish  system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar, 
and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaling  25  cents  (the  term  “two 
bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has  this  origin).  1  /24th 
part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents,  or  about  a 
halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denominations 
cannot  be  converted  evenly). 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Z-4-B.  F-12.  Light 

brown . 99 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-64  RD.  90%  bright 


mint  red  fading  to  brown  on  the  devices.  One 

of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 875 

These  pieces,  dated  1773,  were  struck  in  England,  and 
did  not  arrive  in  the  colony  ofVirginia  until  1775,  by  which 
time  the  sparks  of  the  American  Revolution  had  been  ignited, 
and  the  coins  could  not  circulate  effectively.  Several  thou¬ 
sand  of  these  were  kept  together,  and  in  the  1870s  were  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  a  hoard  in  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  estate.  This 
group  is  the  source  of  most  Mint  State  pieces  seen  today.  By 
now  these  have  been  widely  dispersed. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  S.  Seven  harp 
strings.  MS-63  RB.  119.3  grains.  90%  (or 
more)  red,  with  some  attractive  rose  and  violet 

toning  highlights . 650 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Without  period  after 
GEORGIVS.  AU-55 . 295 

Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected) .  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Elephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with 
most  lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  fea¬ 
ture  well  defined.  A  classic  early  rarity.  .4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  re¬ 
corded.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  cir¬ 
culate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settle¬ 
ments  there.  Most  examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value 
of  a  halfpenny. 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No 
Counterstamp.  AU-50.  191.5  grains.  Consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  without  RF  counterstamp  than 
with  it.  Indeed,  Walter  Breen  speculated  that 
over  98%  of  this  mintage  (1.6  million  pieces) 
was  counterstamped!  Mahogany  and  tan  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1786  Ryder-7.  Vermont.  Landscape  type.  F-15. 

VERMONTENSIUM  spelling . 695 

1786  Ryder-8.  Vermont  copper.  Landscape  type. 
Fine  to  VF.  VERMONTENSIUM  spelling. 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Above  average  quality 
planchet.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  type 
and  variety . 1 ,295 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


l  ”86  Rvder  1  1.  Raritv--1  +  .  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-15.  On  a  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive . 1 ,495 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to 
have  been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  oi  Machin’s 
Mills),  and  thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  variet¬ 
ies  ot  indigenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this 
case,  of  King  George  11.  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center 
of  the  obverse,  and  some  minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on 
the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of 
this  issue. 

1T88  Ryder- 16.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  F- 1 5 
with  some  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  Smooth, 
attractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  mint- 
caused  planchet  clip . 295 

Struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  (at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond 
near  Newburgh,  NY),  which  at  the  time  had  a  partnership 
arrangement  with  Vermont  coiner  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr. 

1786  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 375 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 

Horned  Bust,  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 
Horned  Bust.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark  brown 
surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany  in 
areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as 
made.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  .495 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn”  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  F-12. 

Medium  brown . 145 

1787  M14-H.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Left.  F- 1 2.  Pheons  at  date . 159 

1787  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 475 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

EF-40 . 475 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 
defect  on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked 
in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if  de¬ 
sired.)  . 165 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275 

1787  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  “Skeleton 

Hand”  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF-25 . 425 

1787  M33.6-KK.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  F-12.  Medium  brown . 135 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired) 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 
up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety). 
Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb 
piece  overall . 325 

The  arm  and  hand  of  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 


etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-15.  Very  faint  porosity.  . 155 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 355 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 975 

1 787  M33.39-S.  1 .  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium 

brown.  Attractive . 145 

1787  M34-FF.  1.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small 

planchet  streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325 

1787  M36-L.  1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 135 

1787  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 
20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 175 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen.  ..  175 

1788  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired). 

1788  M2-D.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  VG- 

8 . 65 

1788  M9-E.  Rarity-5+.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Left.  F-12 . 165 

1788  Ml  1-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 195 

1788  M16.1-H  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left, 
a  somewhat  anachronistic  motif  by  1788.  EF- 
40 . 395 

From  our  Frederick  Taylor  Collection  sale,  March  1987, 
Lot  2726  (Photocopy  of  catalogue  description  free  on  re¬ 
quest);  earlier  from  Stack’s  sale  of  January  1969,  Lot  65. 

1788  Ml6.3-n.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  EF-45 . 995 

1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Reverse  with 
figure  facing  left.  VF-35 . 795 

1786  Maris  17-K.  Rarity-4.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  ..275 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195 

1787  M34-J.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Lightly  porous  but 
attractive.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  175 

Parts  of  the  AUCTORI  CONNEC  legend  may  be  seen 
among  the  letters  of  NOVA  CAESAREA. 

1787  M43-d.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Very  sharply  and 
quite  bizarrely  double  struck.  A  curiosity  of  the 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


first  order . 280 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VC-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 

shield .  149 

1  787  M48g.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Light  brown.  Out¬ 
line  to  shield . 390 

Extraordinary  1787  2-A  Mass.  Half  Cent 
Condition  Census 


1787  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity-3.  Massachusetts  half 
cent.  AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces  showing  minute  details  of  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,750 

1787  R  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF . 465 

1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-EF.  Medium 
brown  planchet.  From  an  old-time  New  En¬ 
gland  colonial  collection . 780 

1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-30.  Rich 

glossy  brown . 329 

1788  R7-M.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-12 . 149 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 

similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 
coppers . 895 

1789  Breen-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,275 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  166.64 
grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  piece.  ...  1,275 
1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen . 1,295 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern 
part  of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  to¬ 
kens,  denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham, 
England  and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America. 
As  it  turned  out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to 
make  half  cents. 

1795  Breen- 1035.  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS- 

63.  Thick  Planchet.  1  56.9  grains . 495 

1791  Washington  Large  Eagle  cent.  VF-30  or  finer. 
Medium  brown . 495 

Excellent  and  impressive  workmanship  and  striking. 
Minted  in  England,  where  coining  technology  was  several 
decades  ahead  of  the  facilities  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint 
would  use  upon  its  opening  in  1792-1793. 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU- 
50.  PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die 
state;  no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1795  Breen- 1260,  B-31.  Washington.  Liberty  and 
Security  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LON¬ 
DON  LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL  edge.  250 
1795  B-1271.  Washington  Crate  token.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640 
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Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St. 

1787  Fugio.  Newman  12-X.  MS-64  RB.  A  very 
attractive  specimen,  lustrous  brown  with  traces 
of  original  mint  red.  An  above  average  strike 
and  on  a  better  than  usual  planchet,  too!  All  in 
all  an  excellent  specimen  of  this  historical  is¬ 
sue . 1,595 

Fugio  cents  were  struck  privately  under  contract  to  the 
United  States  government  and  thus  can  be  said  to  be  the  first 
U.S.  copper  cents.  The  present  specimen  is  probably  from 
the  famous  Bank  of  New  York  hoard;  if  so,  it  is  one  of  the 
better  examples  from  that  source. 

Half  Cents 

As  we  go  to  press:  If  half  cents  are  your  forte, 
you’ll  find  lots  to  choose  from  here!  Two  examples 
of  the  elusive  first-year-of-issue  1793  start  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  followed  by  a  pair  of  1794s.  Two  high- 
grade  1835  half  cents — not  rare  but  certainly  beau¬ 
tiful  — are  among  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases 
listed  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  the 
category  of  legendary  rarities  is  a  particularly  no¬ 
table  1841  original  Proof  with  large  berries  on  the 
reverse.  Then  follows  a  complete  run  of  business 
strike  issues  of  the  Braided  Hair  type  from  the  1 849 
Large  Date  through  to  the  last  year  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  1857.  The  latter  coin,  although  not  high 
priced,  is  even  scarcer  than  its  low  mintage  indi¬ 
cates,  as  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated 
that  most  pieces  were  held  back  at  the  Mint  and 
melted. 

Basic  information:  Half  cents  were  minted  in¬ 
termittently  from  1793-1857,  and  are  classified  by 
“B”  and  “C”  numbers,  from  these  reference  books: 
Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents 
1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style 
of  1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations 
of  1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right; 
1809-1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided 
Hair  (also  called  Coronet)  type. 

Well-Struck  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  VG-8  (ANACS  Cache). 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Especially  well  struck, 
with  HALF  CENT  on  the  reverse  very  bold. 
An  ideal  specimen  for  a  specialized  collection 

or  type  set . 2,495 

1793  B-2,  C-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and  word  LIB¬ 
ERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and  much  reverse 
detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear.  Light  brown 
planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite  the  technical 
grade  of  AG-3 . 1 ,095 


1/94  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces.  As  a  date  1794  is  much 
harder  to  find  in  higher  grades  than  1795.  This 
is  a  beauty! . 1,650 

Excellent  B-9  1794  Half  Cent 
1794  B-9,  C-9.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Liberty  Cap  type,  high  relief,  as  this  year 
only.  An  excellent  and  quite  attractive  selection 

for  a  type  set . 2,495 

1800  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  medium  brown 
surfaces . 495 

The  1 800  represents  the  first  appearance  in  the  half  cent 
series  of  Gilbert  Stuarts  Draped  Bust  (first  used  in  1795  on 
the  silver  dollar  denomination).  In  general,  adoption  of  types 
in  the  half  cent  series  lagged  appearances  elsewhere. 

1 804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 


lustrous  brown  surfaces . 725 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40 . 315 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  F-12.  Double  struck.  Partial 

brockage . 1,250 


Some  reverse  leaf  details  are  visible  in  the  obverse  field 
before  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  nice  display  item.  J.P  Martin 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication 
Bureau  (ANAAB)  commented  in  a  note;  “The  previous  coin 
struck  stuck  in  the  obverse  die.  This  planchet  was  then  struck 
off-center  producing  a  reverse  brockage  that  shows  on  the 
right  obverse  field.  The  reverse  was  struck  off  center  which 
shows  above  F  AM.  Then  the  coin  was  struck  again  in  the 
normal  position.” 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  bluish  gray  highlights.  Still  quite  lustrous, 
despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State 

HI . 519 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20.  Fairly  difficult  to  obtain 

in  this  high  (for  B-2)  grade . 825 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  AU-50 . 275 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  ..  385 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 75 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 145 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  some 
tinges  of  mint  red . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 


Quality  and  Customer 
Service 

“As  always,  Dave,  thank  you  very  much 
for  the  quality  and  customer  service  I 
receive  when  ordering  coins  from  your 
company.  My  small  amounts  when  order¬ 
ing  never  have  been  a  limiting  factor  over 
the  years  and  I  receive  the  same  courteous, 
friendly  service  as  if  my  orders  were  ten 
times  greater  than  they  are! 

“Thank  you,” 

— B.L. 


1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 149 

1834  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 . 115 

1 835  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture 

of  fiery  mint  red  with  lustrous  brown . 1 ,495 


Mint  Red  1835  Half  Cent 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mint 


color . 2,395 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Lustrous  brown . 1 15 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55 . 149 

1837  Low-49.  Half  cent  token.  EF-45 . 169 


Splendid  Gem  1841  Original  Rarity 

1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are  light  brown 
with  ample  original  mint  red  and  with  irides¬ 
cent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of  the  very 
finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few  dozen 

known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 149 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l, C-l.  AU-55 . 155 

1851  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 

brown . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer. . 1 ,750 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  with  this 
aesthetic  quality. . 1,150 

1 855  B- 1 .  C- 1 .  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  surfaces.  .395 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1 856  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 475 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 

brown . 365 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . US 

B—  TO  ORDER  — 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 07 


Page  5 


(lateral  Motors' 

Copper  “One  Cent” 
Lincoln  Head  Issues 

by  Eric  M.  Larson 


General  Motors  Corporation  struck  various  copper  “one 
cent  issues  during  the  1960s  using  dies  supplied  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  during  a  collaborative  project  to  develop 
a  high-speed  coin-manufacturing  device. 

This  article  describes  the  first  three  issues,  which  were 
struck  during  1964-65  at  the  General  Motors  Technical 

Center  in  Warren,  Michigan.  ^ - 

The  Tech  Center  was,  and  still 
is,  G.M.’s  industrial  research 
facility.  The  information 
sources  are  several  retired  Tech 
Center  employees  who  worked 
on  the  project  during  those 
years,  and  former  U.S.  Mint 
Chief  Sculptor-Engraver  Frank 
Gasparro. 

The  coin  project  was  a  coop¬ 
erative  effort  between  General 
Motors  and  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  that  resulted  from  discus¬ 
sions  between  their  top  execu¬ 
tives.  Within  G.M.,  it  was  as¬ 
signed  to  Manufacturing  De¬ 
velopment  Staff,  then  one  of  the 
Tech  Center’s  four  major  tech¬ 
nical  divisions.  Teams  of  de¬ 
signers,  machinists,  engineers, 
metallurgists,  electrical  engineers 
and  other  specialists  worked  to 
create  the  new  apparatus.  The 
machine’s  design  was  based  upon 
what  manufacturers  term  a  “roll 
forming  press,”  with  planchet 
cutters  and  coin  dies  mounted 
on  the  faces  of  two  sets  of  oppos¬ 
ing  metal  cylinders. 

Three  different  issues,  here 
arbitrarily  termed  Varieties  1  to 


Variety  1 


Variety  2 


Variety  3 


medal  alignment.  The  letters  CM  are  cen¬ 
tered  on  the  obverse,  MD  on  the  reverse,  and 
each  side  has  a  thin  rim  of  uniform  width. 
MD  refers  to  the  Manufacturing  Develop¬ 
ment  department,  which  was  renamed  Manu¬ 
facturing  Development  Staff  later  in  1964. 
Two  known  examples  are  each  20mm  in 
diameter  and  weigh  4.16  and  4.13  grams, 
respectively. 

Variety  2  was  struck  in  August  1 964,  with 
a  plain  edge,  in  coin  alignment.  The  obverse 
bears  a  relief  image  virtually  identical  to  the 
Lincoln  cent  device.  The  word  STAFF  is 
centered  on  the  reverse,  with  the  words 
MANUFACTURING  and  DEVELOP¬ 
MENT  centered  approximately  1/16" 
(.0625")  below  and  parallel  to  the  rim  at  12 
o’clock  and  6  o’clock,  respectively.  One  known  example  weighs 
3.99  grams  and  is  20mm  in  diameter. 

The  Variety  2  obverse  has  the  image  of  a  Lincoln  cent  whose 
inscriptions  (IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  LIBERTY,  and  the  date) 
were  removed,  and  the  Lincoln  device  sandblasted  to  remove 
fine  details.  The  sandblast  effects  are  recognizable  under  magni¬ 
fication,  but  in  high  areas  the 
device  is  not  fully  struck,  and  the 
field  is  smooth.  The  rims  on  Va¬ 
riety  2  are  wider  than  on  Variety 
1,  but  are  not  of  uniform  width 
on  either  side.  The  rims'  partially 
struck  inner  boundaries  indicate 
they  would  have  been  as  wide  as 
those  on  Variety  3  (see  below), 
had  they  been  fully  struck. 

Variety  3  was  struck  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1965,  with  a  plain  edge,  in 
coin  alignment.  It  is  virtually  iden¬ 
tical  to  Variety  2,  except  ( 1 )  it  is  of 
greater  diameter  and  weight,  (2) 
the  Lincoln  device  is  slightly 
larger,  in  higher  relief,  and  more 
detailed,  (3)  the  obverse  rim  is 
rounded,  and  (4)  both  rims  are 
fully  struck  and  of  uniform  width, 
except  for  a  small  flat  portion  on 
the  obverse  side  directly  beneath 
the  Lincoln  device.  One  known 
example  weighs  4.67  grams  and  is 
21mm  in  diameter. 

The  larger  Lincoln  device  on 
Variety  3  may  have  resulted  from 
a  heavier  strike  than  was  used  to 
produce  Variety  2,  a  die  that  was 
less  worn,  or  both.  The  sandblast 
effect  on  Variety  3  is  recognizable 
under  magnification,  the  device  is 


3,  were  documented  at  the  time  of  their  original  production  fully  struck,  and  the  field  is  smooth.  The  obverse  rim  beneath  the 
at  the  Tech  Center.  Thousands  were  struck  from  rolls  of  cent-  Lincoln  device  is  flat  rather  than  rounded,  apparently  because  the 

grade  sheet  copper  the  Mint  provided.  After  being  struck,  dies  were  out  of  register  (not  parallel).  The  reverse  rim  is  fully 

they  were  gathered  in  buckets,  locked  in  Mint-supplied  steel  struck,  and  of  uniform  width  (about  3/64",  or  .046"). 
chests,  and  shipped  to  Philadelphia  for  examination.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  made  all  of  the  dies  for  the  project, 

Variety  1  was  struck  in  June  1964,  with  a  plain  edge,  in  and  shipped  them  to  the  Tech  Center  for  use  in  developing  the 
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new  machinery.  Frank  Gasparro  said  that  he  engraved  all  the 
original  dies  for  the  coin  project. 

The  project  was  cancelled  because  the  roller  press  didn’t  work  as 
intended,  for  several  reasons.  They  include:  inability  to  operate  at  high 
speeds  for  sustained  time  periods  without  uneven  strikes  and  excessive 
die  breakage;  oil  required  to  lubricate  the  dies  leaked  onto  the  sheet 
copper  and,  during  striking,  created  a  “pebble  surface”  on  the  issues; 
and  a  complicated  unloading  device  which  didn’t  do  a  good  sorting  job, 
so  broken  dies  and  defective  issues  they  struck  could  not  be  readily 
identified  and  replaced. 

In  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues,  author  Andrew  W. 
Pollock  III  identifies  two  “one  cent”  pieces  (No.  4055  and  No.  4060) 
which  are  attributed  to  General  Motors,  and  will  not  be  discussed  in 
this  article  because  of  space  limitations.  Pollock’s  descriptions  of 
pattern  varieties  are,  however,  helpful  in  classifying  the  early  issues 
documented  here. 

The  G.M.  copper  “one  cent”  strikes  are  among  the  few  issues  made, 


as  Pollock  states,  “on  behalf  of  the  government  using  government  dies, 
but  outside  of  the  mint.”  Pollock  has  documented  just  one  other 
example:  experimental  “cents’  minted  in  1942,  during  World  War  II, 
by  private  firms  seeking  to  assist  the  government  in  testing  alternatives 
to  copper.  Struck  in  glass,  various  metal  alloys,  plastic,  and  other  non- 
traditional  compositions  using  dies  supplied  by  the  Mint,  these  tokens 
(or  experimental  coins)  bear  a  Liberty  motif  adapted  from  the  obverse 
of  a  circulating  Colombian  2-centavo  coin  of  that  era,  and  the  reverse 
of  a  19th  century  U.S.  medal. 

The  G.M.  Lincoln  Head  issues  may  be  classified  as  tokens,  and  as 
a  variety  of  pattern,  trial,  experimental,  or  prototype  “one  cent”  coins. 
They  apparently  are  the  only  issues  with  the  motif  of  a  circulating  U.S. 
coin  ever  struck  on  behalf  of  the  government  outside  a  Mint  facility, 
using  dies  supplied  by  the  government.  Surviving  examples  are,  conse¬ 
quently,  perhaps  the  ultimate  rarity  within  this  rarest  of  all  pattern 
varieties. 

Copyright  ©  1995,  by  Eric  M.  Larson.  All  rights  reserved. 


You  Could  Be  the  Lucky  Owner  of  an  1894-S  Dime!  Read  On. 

by  Jim  Snedeker 


I  think  people  collect  coins  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  some  of  which 
you  may  find  in  other  hobbies  singularly  but  never  together  all  at 
once.  What  other  hobby  provides  you  with  the 
aura  of  history,  mystery,  and  the  magic  of 
possible  immediate  wealth  that’s  open 
to  anybody  who  uses  money?  There  is 
something  compelling  about  look¬ 
ing  into  the  pocket  change  you 
just  received  from  Ma  Kettle’s 
corner  store  and  finding  an  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  coin,  one  that  if  it 
could  talk  would  have  a  life¬ 
time  of  stories  to  tell .  And  these 
days,  with  our  boring  designs 
weighing  us  down  year  after 
year,  you  don’t  even  have  to 
find  a  rare  coin  to  get  excited. 

Just  looking  into  your  hand  and 
seeing  any  old  Buffalo  or  Mercury 
head  staring  up  at  you  provides  a  spe¬ 
cial,  personalized  thrill  akin  to  meeting 
one’s  destiny:  a  feeling  that  something  unusual 
and  special  has  occurred,  that  for  just  the  briefest 
moment  you  have  been  removed  from  the  humdrum 
modern  world  and  have  met  up  with  a  genuine  piece  of 
the  past.  Here  is  a  coin  that  has  been  through  at  least  a 
half  century  of  life,  and  has  met  up  with  countless  people 
and  places  we’ll  never  know  but  that  instantly  connects  us 
with  all  of  them. 

While  it  seems  that  rare  coins  have  dried  up  from  circulation, 
we  all  know  in  the  back  of  our  mind  ...there’s  always  the  chance.  The 
fact  that  the  unique  1870-S  half  dime  was  not  discovered  until 
1978,  and  then  only  by  accident,  makes  you  realize  the  possibility 
for  mystery  and  romance  in  coins  is  still  out  there.  Who  knows  what 


exceedingly  rare  and  even  unknown  coins  might  be  buried  under 
your  neighbor’s  shed  or  reposing  in  someone’s  attic  down  the 
block,  just  waiting  to  be  discovered?  Take  a  trip  out  West,  drive 
to  a  ghost  town,  stand  in  the  middle  of  Main  Street  with  your 
eyes  closed,  and  while  you  envision  the  gunfights  and 
barroom  brawls  that  might  have  taken  place  there  a 
century  ago,  see  if  you  can  also  sense  where  there 
might  be  a  cache  of  Uncirculated  gold  coins  tucked 
away  or  buried  nearby,  hoarded  by  some  long- 
dead  collector.  Maybe  you’re  standing  right  above 
it!  Unlikely?  Actually  I’d  say  it’s  very  likely — it's 
just  that  no  one’s  taken  the  time  to  look  yet. 

Supposedly  the  1964  Peace  dollars  were 
all  melted,  but  imagine  the  shock  of 
coming  across  one  in  the  hand  of 
a  non-collecting  friend  who 
wants  to  know  if  it’s  worth 
more  than  a  dollar!  There  is 
also  a  1964  Ben  Franklin 
half  rumored  afoot — find¬ 
ing  one  accidentally  in  a 
bank  roll  staggers  the  mind. 
And  the  facts  are  that  while 
24  1894-S  Barber  dimes 
were  minted,  only  12  are 
known.  Somewhere,  probably 
in  different  places,  there  are  1 2 
(count  ’em — an  entire  handful!) 
of  these  dimes  resting  placidly,  un¬ 
aware  either  of  their  value  or  of  the 
century  that  has  quietly  passed  by.  Who 
knows  when  or  where  they’ll  surface,  but  even  as  you  read  this,  the 
fact  is  that  they  do  exist  somewhere.  One  day  someone  will  find 
them.  And,  at  $  1 00,000  to  $200,000  or  more  each,  that's  exciting! 


age 
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Laioy  rents 

As  we  go  to  press:  Mark  Borckardt,  who  has  been 
working  dav  and  night  on  his  editing  and  updat¬ 
ing  of  the  forthcoming  masterwork  on  1 793- 1814 
large  cents  by  Walter  Breen,  has  been  busy  buying 
tor  our  stock,  too.  Our  listing  begins  in  a  notable 
way  with  a  very  attractive  1793  Wreath  cent, 
Sheldon-9  with  Vine  and  Bars  edge.  A  1794  Head 
of  1793  cent  is  worthy  ot  your  attention.  It  you 
want  something  special  in  an  early  large  cent,  check 
the  Mint  State  1794  S-30,  the  well-known  Ami¬ 
able  Face  variety,  certainly  a  cheery  prospect  tor 
having  as  part  of  your  collection!  A  notable  AU 
1800/79  overdate  is  important,  as  are  an  EF  1806, 
a  high-grade  1817  1 3-star  variety,  not  one  but  two 
EF-40  specimens  of  the  somewhat  scarce  1821,  a 
VF-25  1823  (the  scarcest  date  among  later  large 
cents),  and  quite  a  few  new  purchases  dated  in  the 
1 840s  and  1850s  (which  reminds  us  to  suggest  that 
RCR  107  might  be  a  nice  place  to  start  on  a  date 
set  ol  the  Braided  Hair  type). 

Basic  information:  Large  cents,  dated  from 
1 793- 1857  (with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  year 
1815)  are  classified  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  num¬ 
bers)  as  described  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of 
Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1 793- 1814)  and 
in  Howard  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857  (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different 
ways.  The  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic 


“Always  a  Good  Value” 

This  letter  is  from  J.M.D.,  a  long-time 
numismatist  from  Pennsylvania: 

“Thanks  for  sending  the  1 805  half  cent, 
Cohen- 1,  VF-20,  on  approval.  It  is  a  nice 
little  coin  and  will  make  a  fine  addition  to 
my  collection.  Enclosed  is  my  check. 

“Over  the  past  20+  years,  I  have  always 
been  satisfied  with  my  transactions  with 
your  company.  I’ve  purchased  coins  from 
your  fixed  price  lists  as  well  as  through  your 
auctions.  Always  a  good  value  for  the  dol¬ 
lar. 

“Most  importantly,  I’ve  always  appreci¬ 
ated  the  pleasant  manner  in  which  I’ve 
been  treated.  I  believe  you  do  understand 
the  needs  of  the  ‘small  collector.’  Buying 
coins  (and  books)  from  you  firm  is  a  nice 
experience. 

“I’m  looking  forward  to  Mark 
Borckardt’s  new  book  on  large  cents.  In 
some  ways,  numismatic  books  are  more 
important,  and  more  interesting,  than  the 
coins  themselves. 

“Thanks  again — especially  for  all  of  the 
enjoyment  over  the  years.” 


listing  of  dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  in¬ 
clude  1793,  1799, and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

Attractive  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 9,250 

Rare  1794  S-17a  Cent 
Head  of  1793 


1794  S-17a.  Rarity-5.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8. 
Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and 
oxidation  spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course, 
subject  to  your  satisfaction . 3,595 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1793  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S- 
17a  exist  in  all  grades. 

Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 
1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 

extraordinary  specimen . 7,950 

1797  S- 1 20-b.  F- 1  5.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Well 
struck.  A  nice  example .  525 

Splendid  AU  1800/79  Cent 


1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 


frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  details.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 5,750 

The  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1 800,  a  die  dated 
1 79  was  on  hand,  intended  lor  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1799  cent.  However,  the  year  1799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn't  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1 800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 

cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  12:00 . 695 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
L1BERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-260.  Small  date.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  brown  surfaces.  Ideal  for  the  variety  spe¬ 


cialist  as  well  as  the  type  set  collector. . 865 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike . 850 


The  so-called  1 804  “restrike”  is  not  a  resrrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid- 19th  century  by  par¬ 
ties  unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1803  cent 
was  altered  by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse, 
rather  than  being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1 804,  is  from 
the  continuous  (not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style. 
Quite  possibly,  it  was  produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than 
to  deceive. 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  vari¬ 
ety  of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  hand¬ 


some  addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet . 1,750 

1 808  S-278.  VF-20.  Light  brown . 525 

1810  S-282.  VG-8 . 69 


1817  Newcomb- 16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value 
AU-50,  as  it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck 
than  usual  around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
alone,  would  challenge  the  MS-60  level.  1,250 

1817  N-l 6.  15  Stars.  EF-45 . 725 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (NGC) . 525 

1819  N- 10.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 

glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for 
the  variety  specialist . 595 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf. 
John  D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four 
times  that  of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1 820  N-4.  Rarity-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced 

date.  Few  minor  nicks . 195 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date. ..  1,295 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 

minor  marks . 1 ,1 50 

1821  N-2.  VF-35.  Actually  EF-40  but  with  a  few 
marks.  Very  sharply  defined  and  extremely  at¬ 
tractive.  Light  brown  surfaces.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  an  exceptional  1821,  your  search  ends 

here!  . 735 

1823  N-2.  VF-25.  Light  brown.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  the  most  highly  prized  date  of  the 

late  (1816-1 857)  series . 975 

1 827  N-l .  Rarity-2+.  VF-35.  Scarce  variety.  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 295 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
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surfaces . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 

tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,250 

N- 1 1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 


1827  N-ll.  VF-30 . 225 

1828  N-l  1.  VF-35 . 185 

1 829  N-6.  VF-30.  Medium  brown . 175 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 795 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1835  N-ll.  Rarity-5.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  G- 

5.  Seldom  found  in  any  grade . 295 

1838  N-l. AU-55 . 225 

1 840  N-5.  Braided  Hair.  We  recently  bought  a  very 
nice  collection  of  Braided  Hair  cents  of  the 
1840s  and  1850s  and  offer  it  in  this  issue.  VF- 
25 . *: . 45 

1844  N-l.  EF-40 . 95 

1845  N-l  5.  Rarity-3 +.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 275 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  EF-45.  Repunched  6  in 

date . 115 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  Repunched  6  in 
date . 25 

1 846  N-8.  AU-55 . 195 

1 847  N- 10.  VF-35 . 99 

1 847  N-ll.  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding! . 595 

1847  N-24.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  medium  brown 

surfaces . 365 

1847  N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1847  N-38.  VF-30 . 32 

1847  N-38.  VF-20 . 29 

1847  N-39.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 99 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1848  N-2.  EF-40 . 85 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-8.  Rarity-3.  VF-25 . 49 

1848  N-8.  F-12 . 16 

1848  N-9.  VF-35. . . 75 

1848  N-12.  VF-25 . 39 

1 848  N- 1 3.  Rarity-4+.  VF-25 . 55 

1848  N-l 7.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 139 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 210 

1 848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 119 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 165 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115 

1 848  N-25.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 159 

1 848  N-27.  VF-35 . 79 


1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 55 

1 848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 95 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 69 

1848  N-3 1.  EF-40 . 149 

1 848  N-34.  Rarity-5+.  F-12 . 85 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 105 

1 848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 265 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 75 

1848  N-39.  Rarity-6-.  VF-20 . 210 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 265 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-42.  Rarity-6.  G-5 . 65 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example. 


one  crossbar  above  the  other. 

1849  N-l  4.  VF-20 . 35 

1849  N-l 7.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 145 

1849  N-29.  VF-25 . 39 

1850  N-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1850  EF-40 . 69 

1850  N-l.  VF-30 . 35 

1850  N-6.  EF-40 . 75 

1850  N-ll.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 

ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 
the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date, 

type  or  variety  collector.  . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 1 19 

1851  AU-50 . 135 

1851  EF-40 . 69 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  VF-30 . 35 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  695 
1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-8.  AU-50 . 135 

1852  N-14.  EF-45 . 99 

1852  N-l  6.  AU-50 . 115 

1852  N-22.  EF-45 . 89 

1853  AU-55 . 159 

1853  AU-50 . 135 

1853  EF-45 . 75 

1853  VF-30 . 35 

1853  VF-20 . 29 

1853  N-10.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  N-l  6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-24.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-25.  VF-30 . 35 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1855  N-4.  Upright  5.  VF-20 . 29 

1 855  N-5.  Rarity-5.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 165 

1855  N-6.  Upright  55.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  55,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1 855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 1 40 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 


1856  Slanting  5.  EF-40 . 

. 59 

1856  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 

. 59 

1856  N-l 8.  Slanted  5.  VF-20. . 

. 29 

1856  N-l  9.  Slanted  5.  VF-20.. 

. 29 

1857  Small  Date.  MS-63  BN. 

Scarce  at  all  grade 

levels.  Quite  inexpensive  on 

today’s  market,  in 

our  opinion . 

. 395 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50.  A  lovely  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  date . 195 
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Famous  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  F-12.  A  very  nice  example  at 
this  grade  of  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  Ameri¬ 
can  coin  rarities.  Quite  probably  an  original,  and, 
if  so,  one  of  fewer  than  1 ,000  struck.  A  prize  for 
the  advanced  collector.  With  an  ANA  certifi¬ 
cate  for  grade  and  authenticity.  . 4,895 

Indian  1 1  call  ('nils 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  selection  in  this  issue 
ranges  from  the  first  to  the  last  year  of  issue.  A 
Gem  Proof  1 862  is  of  exceptional  quality;  key  dates 
such  as  1869,  1870,  1871,  and  the  especially  popu¬ 
lar  1872  include  Mint  State  specimens;  a  run  of 
Indian  cents  of  the  1880s  through  the  1900s  in¬ 
cludes  numerous  new  purchases;  and,  lastly,  there 
are  some  nice  “S”  Mint  pieces  from  which  to  choose. 

Basic  information:  Indian  cents  were  minted 
from  1859  through  1909,  and  were  struck  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  design  types.  The  1 859  issue,  with 
laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its  year;  then 
follows  the  1 860-1864  copper-nickel  style  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which  thin 
planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1 909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1 864  with  L  on  ribbon,  1871,  1872,  1877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as 
there  is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even 
among  coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces 
to  add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  re¬ 
flects  our  search  in  this  regard.  Most  coins  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  First  year  of  is¬ 

sue;  the  only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse 
design . 795 

1860  MS-64.  Brilliant.  New  oak  wreath  reverse 

type . 295 
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1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 
of  this  l  in  il  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
\'erv  rare  so  fine! . 1,895 

1  he  Guide  Books uggests  [hat  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  ot  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
ottered  here. 

1862  MS-60.  Minor  planchet  split  visible  when 


viewed  edge-on;  interesting! . 1 10 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1  St'5  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1863  MS-63  (NGC) . 165 

1863AU-53 . 59 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  319 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 785 


In  1863,  when  the  Mint  was  producing  Indian  cents  in 
the  copper-nickel  format,  a  flood  of  privately  issued  bronze 
Civil  War  tokens  appeared  in  circulation  and  were  readily 
accepted  by  merchants.  The  Mint  took  note,  and  in  1 864 
dropped  the  copper-nickel  metal  (which  was  hard  and  caused 
die  wear  and  breakage)  and  adopted  bronze,  an  alloy  that 
was  continued  in  use  for  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Head  series. 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 
Very  lustrous.  Beautiful!  . 395 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55.  Key  issue . 235 

1865  MS-64  RB.  So-called  "Fancy  5”  in  date.  159 

1 866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  red  with 

light  brown  nicely  blended . 895 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 

quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 795 

A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 

1867  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 295 

1867  MS-60.  Glossy  light  brown  with  a  few  hints 

of  red . 250 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 875 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 750 

1868  EF-45 . 129 

1868  EF-40 . 119 

1869/9  Repunched  date.  MS-60 . 575 

1 869/9  AU-50  (with  ANA  certificate  for  grade  and 

authenticity) . 525 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Scarce  so 

fine .  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  This  has  more  red  on  it 
than  many  called  full  red! . 975 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 975 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 

hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  example  of  this  scarce  date . 1,195 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick- Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 
ture) .  1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1870  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  nearly 

full  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red.  Extraordi¬ 
narily  difficult  to  find  in  this  grade . 1,395 

1 871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Bcau- 

rihil!  . 725 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 


1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue.  725 
1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 639 

1872  VF-30 . 329 

1872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 319 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  so  fine! . 1 ,280 

Closed  3  coins  of  various  denominations  were  made  early 
in  the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1873 
seems  to  be  1 878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later 
have  the  knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 


1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1873  Open  3  EF-40 . 110 

1 874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red . 345 

1874  MS-63  RB . 250 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 225 

1874  EF-40 . 89 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 625 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem . 950 

1876  MS-60  BN . 219 

1877  G-4 . 325 

1878  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  red . 435 

1878  MS-64  RB,  prooflike . 375 

1878  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 265 

1878  EF-45 . 115 

1879  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1879  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  red.  Beautiful! . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN . 275 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1880  MS-65  RB . 295 

1880  MS-64  BN . 135 

1881  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . 549 

1881  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 525 

1881  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 525 

1881  AU-50 . 29 

1882  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1882  MS-64  BN . 110 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1883  Proof-64  BN . 165 

1883  MS-65  RB . 275 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering,  splen¬ 
did  coin . 595 

1884  MS-65  RD . 675 

1884  MS-64  BN . 159 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 159 

1884  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1 885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 595 

1885  Proof-62  BN . 135 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between 
1 879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 


1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-64  RB . 295 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  625 

On  the  Type  I  the  final  leather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse . 625 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1 886 Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce . 1,050 


On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache). 
Mostly  brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce 


variety.  . 439 

1887  Proof-62  BN . 115 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 895 

1888  Proof-65  BN . 285 

1888  MS-63  RB . 125 

1888  MS-63  BN . 115 

1889  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1890  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 450 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1892  Proof-64  RD . 295 

1892  Proof-64  RB . 265 

1893  Proof-64  RB . 219 

1893  Proof-64  BN . . . 175 

1894  Proof-63  RB . 159 

1894  MS-63  RD . 189 

1894  MS-62  RB  (Hallmark) . 85 

1894  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 69 

1894  MS-60 . 49 

1895  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1895  Repunched  date.  MS-60 . 49 

1896  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1897  Proof-60 . 85 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  MS-64  RB . 69 

1899  MS-63  RB . 49 

1900  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1900  MS-65  RB  (Hallmark) . 95 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type”  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There’s  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
you  desire. 
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1900  MS-63  BN . 39 

1900  MS-60 . ’25 

1901  Proof-63  RB . "145 

1901  MS-63  RB . 49 

1902  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1902  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 1 19 

1902  MS-63  RB . 49 

1903  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1904  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1903  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1905  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 295 

1905  MS-63  RB . 49 

1905  AU-58 . 22 

1906  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1906  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 119 

1907  Proof-62  RB.  Remarkable  for  its  low  Proof 

mintage  of  only  1,475  pieces,  the  smallest  of 
its  era . 135 

1908  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  piece 

from  all  aspects . 495 

The  1908-S  is  the  first  branch  mint  coinage  of  this  de¬ 
nomination.  In  the  19th  century  cents  were  not  in  use  on  the 
West  Coast,  where  residents  preferred  silver  and  gold. 

1908-S  MS-63  RD . 495 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

1908-S  MS-62  RB . 279 

1908-S  EF-40 . 89 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 


1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 365 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 
coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  I  uistrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  series.  1,095 
Just  309,000  were  struck,  a  figure  considerably  below 
any  other. 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  nicely  with  a  bril¬ 
liant  set  of  cents . ]  ,495 

1909-S  Indian.  VF-20.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of  three  of 
these — quite  unusual — and  offer  you  one  for 

just . 325 

1909-S  Indian.  F- 1 5 . 295 

Lincoln  (  nils 

As  we  go  to  press:  Although  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  having  too  many  Uncirculated  Lincoln  cents,  and 
if  offered  nice  ones  we  would  buy  all  we  could,  in 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  our  offering  is 
particularly  extensive.  The  famous  1909-S  V.D.B. 
cent,  a  coin  of  which  numismatic  dreams  are  made, 
is  represented  by  a  wide  selection  across  many  grade 
levels.  Many  other  worthwhile  Mint  State  cents 
from  the  San  Francisco  and  Denver  mints  are  of¬ 


fered  from  the  1910s  and  1920s.  Sorry,  in  this  is¬ 
sue  we  do  not  have  a  1914-D.  Maybe  next  time! 
Your  editor  bought  quite  a  passel  of  1 931  -S  cents, 
an  issue  remarkable  for  its  low  mintage,  including 
over  a  dozen  from  a  Colorado  collection. 

Basic  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  is¬ 
sues  are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B. ,  the  1914-D, 
and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous 
others  are  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs 
were  struck  from  1909-1916  and  have  a  sandblast 
or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due 
to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provided  by  the 
Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror”  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln 
cents,  as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the 
vendors.  As  is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often 
have  to  look  at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a 
few. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 89 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  coin,  brilliant  and  frosty,  a  glittering 
gem! . 2,1  50 

One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we’ve  seen. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue . 1,395 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 


Great  Starter  Set  of  Franklins! 

16  Different  Dates — NGC  Certified  MS-64 


Call  Toll  Free:  1-800-222-5993 


You  will  receive  16  different  sparkling  Franklin  hall  dollars  as  the 
basis  for  a  fine  collection  of  one  of  America's  favorite  coins!  The 
Franklin  silver  half  dollar  ( 1 948- 1 963)  was  the  first  regular  issue 
United  States  coinage  to  feature  a  non-president.  It  is  also  the  last 
U.S.  series  to  be  minted  in  its  entirety  in  .900  fine  silver.  This 
beautiful  starter  set  will  bring  you  nearly  half  of  the  33-coin  series 
at  a  remarkable  savings.  Fiere’s  what  you’ll  get;  each  NGC 
certified  MS-64:  1 93 1 D  •  1 95 1 S  •  1 952  •  1 933  •  1 954  •  1 954D 

•  1954S  •  1957*  1958  •  1958D*  1959  *  I960*  1961D*  1962 

•  1962D  •  1963. 

Only  $453! 

•  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  1-603-569-5319 
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specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent . 1,395 

1  his  coin  otters  in  ideal  combination  of  very  high  grade 
ansi  reasonable  price.  It  possesses  hill  original  mint  red  sur¬ 
faces  ol  gem  qualm  and  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 


text)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example 

of  this  key  rarity. . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown.  ...650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40.  Light  brown . 595 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 595 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache) . 550 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 465 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).. ..85 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 165 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-55 . 145 

1909- S  Lincoln.  AU-50 . 135 

1910- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145 

1910-S  MS-64  RB . 110 

1910-S  EF-45 . 24 

1911  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 85 


191 1  -D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this 
high  grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are 
readily  available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector . 695 

191 1  -D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike.  425 
1911  -D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Light  D  mintmark.  195 
191 1-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  We  “reached”  for  this 
coin  when  be  bought  it,  but  it  is  a  brilliant  gem 


and  as  nice  as  you  will  ever  find! . 850 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . . . 310 

191 1-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely 

red .  495 

191 1-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195 

191 1-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 230 

191 1-S  MS-63  BN . 169 

191 1-S  AU-50 . 65 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 


191 2-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 950 

191 2-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1 9 1 2-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 340 

1912-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 


1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.. 275 
1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 


did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice! . 275 

1912-S  AU-55 . 69 

1912-S  AU-50 . 59 


1913  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Glittering  red 
matte  surfaces  display  iridescent  violet  and  blue 


highlights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  2,848,  a 
small  figure  when  compared  to  today’s  Proof 
mintages  which  reach  into  the  millions _ 525 


1913  MS-65  RD . 225 

1913  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 70 

1913-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 795 

191 3-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Gems  such  as  this 

are  very  difficult  to  find . 795 

1913-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  full  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

1913-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1913-D  AU-50 . 45 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913- S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1914  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 56 

1914- D  EF-45 . 525 


1914- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  this 

grade . 795 

1915  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  little  gem! . 375 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  gem . 375 

1915  MS-62  RB  (PCI) . 99 

1915- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 235 

191 5-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 295 

1915-D  MS-63  RB  (PCI).  Mostly  mint  red.  An 

exceptional  coin  at  this  grade  level . 135 

1915- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 850 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95 

1916- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist! . 1,295.00 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,”  that  is,  a  coin 
that  is  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint 
State  echelon  is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 


red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 140 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy” 
lustre.  Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just 
beginning  to  appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower 
grades,  but  decidedly  elusive  at  this  level.  .695 


1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 169 

1917-D  MS-64  RB . 169 

1917-D  MS-63  RB . 95 

1917- S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1918- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 295 

1918-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original 

red.  An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck 
and  very  beautiful . 1,095 

1918- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 295 

1919  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 140 

1919- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 395 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-D  MS-63  BN . 75 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 95 

1919- S  MS-63  BN . 59 

1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35 

1920  MS-63  RB . 24 

1920- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  beauty! . 635 


We’ve  been  doing  a  land-office  business  in  choice  qual¬ 
ity  Lincoln  cents  lately.  It  seems  that  some  of  our  specialist 


clients  have  been  telling  other  specialists  about  what  our  coins 


look  like. 

1920- S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 

192 1- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 

than  generally  encountered . 695 


The  prime  key  varieties  in  the  1920s  are  the  1 92 1-S, 
1923-S,  1924-D,  and  1926-S.  Each  of  these  is  scarce  in  worn 
grades  and  has  been  for  years.  In  Mint  State  they  are  even 
harder  to  find.  The  present  listing  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  had  in  early  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1 909  through 
the  early  1930s. 

192 1-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 


so . 345 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 


Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  of  one  of  the 
key  issues  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask  for  a 
red-surface  coin,  here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent 
buy. 

1921- S  AU-58 . 75 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 
usually  seen . 2,295 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year, 
the  D-less  1922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  filled  a  special  need 
with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

Sharp  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  with  very  little  actual  wear . 2,295 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1,950 

1922- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing,  fiery  mint 
red.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  this  somewhat 


scarce  issue . 695 

1923  MS-65  RB . 65 

1923  MS-64  RD . 59 

1923  MS-64  RB . 35 

1923  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 35 

1 923-S  MS-63  90%  Red.  (PCI).  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  of  the  1920s . 495 

1923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RB . 65 

1924- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 


nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1924-D.  A  major  find  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 695 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  val¬ 
ues  indicate. 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen.  Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint 
State  such  as  this .  395 


Page  1 2 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  10” 


Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


QI  have  a  complete  set  of  your  Rare  Coin  Reviews 
from  issue  23  to  date.  Do  you  think  I  should  have 
them  bound?  What  do  you  do  with  your  own  set, 
which  I  presume  runs  from  No.  1  on  up?  — G.A. 

A  My  own  set  is  in  an  inexpensive  but  durable  binding, 
each  volume  containing  about  an  inch  and  a  half  to 
two  inches’  worth  of  copies.  I  don’t  have  any  advice 
to  give  you  except  that  the  binding  will  probably  cost  you  more 
than  the  issues  are  worth.  On  the  other  hand,  it  makes  them 
convenient  to  use.  Be  sure  to  tell  your  binder  that  you  want  the 
covers  bound  in  as  well  (some  binders  will  remove  the  covers  and 
just  bind  the  interiors). 

AAA 


these  pieces  were  widely  sprinkled  throughout  the 
collecting  community.  This  is  in  contrast  to  all 
other  gold  patterns  of  which  1  am  familiar,  all  of 
which  (except  the  1879  $4  Stella)  were  made  in 
very  small  quantities — usually  fewer  than  two 
dozen  coins  and  sometimes  only  one,  two,  or  three 
coins — and  with  Proof  finish  (even  the  Stella  has 
a  Proof  finish). 

To  throw  out  an  idea,  it  could  be  that  these 
particular  1907  coins  were  intended  to  be  regular 
issues,  but  the  production  was  halted  after  only  500 
were  made.  1  hese  certainly  did  not  go  into  general 
circulation,  otherwise  we  would  have  occasional 
VF  and  EF  coins  on  the  market  today.  If  I  were  to  guess,  1  would 
think  that  Philadelphia  dealer  Henry  Chapman  got  quite  a  few  of 
them  to  distribute  through  his  connections  at  the  Mint.  Henry 
was  the  “filter’  through  which  nearly  all  MCMV11  Extremely 
High  Relief  pattern  $20  pieces  were  sold,  so  far  as  I  know. 

AAA 


Q 

A 


In  Proof  grade,  which  of  these  Indian  cents  is  the 
rarest:  1859,  1871,  1872,  or  1877?  I  say  1877. 
— C.K.L. 


Q 


Is  the  1907  Indian  $10  gold  piece  with  wire  rim 
and  periods  a  pattern  or  a  regular  issue?  If  it  is  a 
pattern,  why  is  does  it  have  a  Mint  State  finish 
rather  than  a  Matte  Proof  finish?  I  thought  all  patterns  were 
Proofs.  — B.D. 


The  answer  is  undoubtedly  1859,  as  this  was  made 
early  in  the  series  when  collecting  Proofs  was  not  as 
popular  as  it  was  in  the  1870s.  In  terms  of  all  grades 
combined,  from  well-worn  to  Proof,  the  1877  is  the 
rarest.  However,  considering  just  pieces  with  Proof  finish,  the 
famous  1877  is  outranked  by  its  earlier  cousin,  the  1859. 

A  A  A 

Is  it  proper  to  call  a  Canadian  10-cent  piece  a 
dime ?  I  have  heard  that  it  isn't,  and  I  have  also 
heard  that  it  is.  You  handle  a  lot  of  Canadian  coins 
in  your  auctions,  what  do  you  say?  — C.B. 


Q 


A 


The 


A  Conventional  wisdom  has  it  that 
the  1907  Indian  $10  with  wire 
rims  and  with  periods  after  the 
reverse  legends  is  a  pattern,  probably  be¬ 
cause  only  500  were  supposed  to  have  been 
made.  Over  the  years  some  have  called 
these  Proofs  and  others  have  called  them 
Mint  State.  So  far  as  I  know,  they  are  all  the 
same — down  to  the  myriad  of  tiny  die¬ 
finishing  lines  and  sworls  that  are  visible 
even  under  low  magnification.  Thus,  they 
should  all  be  called  Proof  or  all  be  called 
Mint  State,  but  not  some  of  each. 

Today,  most  people  lean  toward  call¬ 
ing  them  Mint  State. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


‘proper’’  nomenclature  seems  to  be  “10-cent 
piece”  and  not  “dime,”  the  latter  being  con¬ 
sidered  a  U nited  States  word.  However,  some 
of  the  best  known  Canadian  authorities  cer¬ 
tainly  use  the  “dime”  term  nowand  then.  For 
example,  Brian  Cornwell  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Canadian  Coin  News,  in  a  reference  noted 
this:  “1884  dimes  in  Mint  State. 

Personally,  we  have  no  quarrel  using 
“dimes’ — it  seems  to  be  popular,  and  here 
in  New  Hampshire — not  far  from  the 
Canadian  border,  Canadian  ten-cent  pieces 
are  commonly  called  “dimes”  when  en¬ 
countered  in  change. 

While  we  certainly  aren't  the  numis¬ 
matic  equivalent  of  William  Safire,  our 
own  feeling  is  that  “dimes’  is  perfectly 
okay  for  Canadian  coins.  However,  we  still 


As  to  whether  it  was  a  pattern,  I  really  cannot  answer  that.  1  can’t  quite  get  used  to  Lincoln  “pennies”  rather  than  cents  here 

believe  that  all  500  were  distributed,  as  within  a  decade  or  two  in  the  United  States,  even  though  the  Treasury  Department 
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itself  uses  the  term  pennies  and  at  the  Denver  Mint  visitors  are  given 
a  little  leaflet  titled  something  like  How  to  Make  a  Penny. 

lit 


Q  Could  you  please  tell  me  if  you’ve  ever  written  a  book  or 
detailed  article  as  to  what  would  be  ideal  to  less  ideal 
states  of  Draped  Bust  dollars  and  half  dollars  as  to  color 
and  perhaps  what  to  expect  in  the  different  grades  available?  Gray 
and  brown  are  the  primary  colors,  but  perhaps  the  better  ones  have 
some  golden  color?  I  have  a  picture  of  an  1803  Proof-66  restrike 
dollar  which  shows  brown,  gold,  and  gray.  The  1803  half  dollar  you 
offer  is  over  my  price  range,  but  is  light  gray  silver  color.  Also,  among 
the  certification  services  which  one  is  best?  One  more  question,  you 
once  wrote  that  you  are  going  to  publish  three  or  more  separate 
books  using  the  sections  from  your  BIG  silver  dollar  Encyclopedia. 
Are  those  plans  in  the  works?  — B.N. 


A  I  have  never  written  a  book  specifically  on  “ideal  states”  of 
Draped  Bust  silver  dollars  or  half  dollars.  Regarding  toning 
variations  in  general,  a  naturally  toned  silver  Draped  Bust  half 
dollar  or  dollar  of  the  late  18th  or  early  19th  centuries  is  apt  to  be  gray 
or  gray-black.  Iridescent  tones — gold,  and  the  like — are  sometimes  seen 


on  higher  grade  pieces.  In  general,  it  is  the  higher  grade  pieces  that  have 
more  toning  variations. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  toning  is  “ideal.”  Instead,  the  best  test  is  if 
toning  is  attractive  to  your  eye.  1  have  seen  coins  that  are  solid  gray  with 
little  variation  that  are  very  attractive,  and  I  have  seen  iridescent  coins 
that  are  blotchy  and  stained.  Thus,  no  hard  and  fast  rule  can  be  made. 

II I  were  buying  coins  of  this  type  lor  a  collection,  1  would  select  them 
one  by  one  and  be  sure  that  no  matter  what  the  toning  is,  the  piece  was 
attractive.  Oi  course,  the  numerical  grade  would  have  to  be  satisfactory 
as  well.  I  would  avoid  coins  that  are  very  deeply  toned,  as  it  is  often 
impossible  to  discern  what  their  true  grade  is.  Of  course,  if  it  is  an 
extremely  rare  die  variety  or  has  some  other  feature  that  makes  it  difficult 
to  pass  up,  there  can  be  exceptions.  One  rule  does  not  fit  all. 

With  regard  to  grading  services,  NGC,  PCGS,  and  ANACS  are  the 
main  ones,  but  no  one  has  a  monopoly  on  consistency  or  freedom  from 
errors.  In  general  I  have  found  that  newcomers  to  the  hobby  rely  very 
intensely  on  certified  coins  (and  for  this  reason  I  urge  them  to  buy 
certified  pieces  after  satisfying  themselves  as  to  other  important  charac¬ 
teristics  not  mentioned,  such  as  aesthetic  quality),  while  old-timers  may 
occasionally  buy  a  certified  coin,  but  it  is  not  central  to  their  activities. 

Unfortunately,  one  can  not  automatically  buy  coins  from  a  particu¬ 
lar  grading  service  and  be  assured  of  getting  aesthetically  pleasing 
examples.  If  this  were  so  our  buying  would  be  very  much  simplified.  Ail 
we  would  have  to  do  is  say  to  another  dealer,  “Please  send  me  an  MS- 
64  1922  Grant  without  star  half  dollar,”  and  that  would  be  it. 
However,  as  it  is,  we  may  have  to  look  at  10  of  these  coins  to  find  one 
that  has  the  aesthetic  value  we  like.  This  takes  a  lot  of  work  and  expense. 

With  regard  to  the  silver  dollar  book,  originally  we  were  going  to 
break  it  into  a  half  dozen  or  so  volumes,  but  it  has  been  my  experience 
since  that  time — as  evidenced  by  many  comments  from  readers — that 
those  who  have  copies  of  the  two-volume  set  like  the  entire  thing — as  it 
all  ties  together.  Thus,  when  the  present  supply  of  copies  goes  out  of 
print,  which  is  going  to  happen  soon,  I  will  work  on  a  new  printing  in 
the  two-volume  format. 


National  Gold  Bank  Notes  Revisited 


The  following  is  from  Fred  S.  Angus: 

“I  think  I  can  help  answer  the  question  asked  by  ‘D.N.’  in  his 
letter  which  appeared  on  page  31  of  the  1993  May/June  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  This  concerns  the  absence  of  a  charter  number 
(1741)  on  his  National  Gold  Bank  note. 

“When  National  Bank  notes  were  first  issued  in  1863,  they  did 
not  have  the  charter  number  printed  on  them.  This  situation  con¬ 
tinued  until  June  20,  1874,  when  an  amendment  to  the  National 
Bank  Notes  required  that  the  Charter  number  be  printed  on  all 
National  Bank  notes  shipped  from  the  Treasury  to  the  banks  after 
that  date.  All  notes  issued  in  the  series  of  1875  and  all  subsequent 
series  bore  the  charter  number. 

“There  are  two  important  things  to  note  in  the  above.  The  pro¬ 
visions  covered  ^//National  Bank  notes,  not  just  National  Gold 
Bank  notes.  The  provisions  also  covered  notes  printed  before  June 
20,  1 874,  which  had  not  yet  been  shipped  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
banks.  Thus,  notes  printed  much  earlier  can  have  charter  numbers 
on  them.  1  have  a  $2  note  which  was  printed  in  1 865  (as  determined 
by  the  serial  number),  yet  it  has  the  charter  number.  1  his  means 
that  the  note  was  part  of  a  sheet  which  had  been  stored  at  the  Trea¬ 


sury  for  at  least  nine  years  before  being  sent  to  the  bank. 

“The  note  that  ‘D.N.’  has  must  be  one  of  the  earlier  Gold  Bank 
notes  shipped  to  the  bank  before  June  20,  1874.  Most  surviving 
notes  of  this  type  do  bear  the  charter  number,  1 741 ,  so  the  note  that 
‘D.N.’  has  is  a  scarcer  variety.  I  have  a  Gold  Bank  note  (No. 
K276303)  that  was  printed  in  1872,  but  has  the  charter  number 
1741 ,  meaning  that  it  was  shipped  from  the  Treasury  after  June  20, 
1874.  ‘D.N.’s  note  must  be  earlier  than  this. 

“The  full  story  of  the  charter  numbers  on  original  series  National 
Bank  notes  is  to  be  found  in  Peter  Huntoon’s  excellent  article  on 
the  subject  which  appeared  in  Paper  Money  (the  official  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors),  issue  No.  1 5 1  Janu¬ 
ary/February  1991,  page  23.  Anyone  interested  can  refer  to  that 
article. 

“Hoping  this  information  will  be  of  some  help. 

“Yours  very  truly,  — Fred  S.  Angus 

“P.S.  I  suspect  that  ‘D.N.’s  supposition  that  the  plates  were  pre¬ 
pared  in  1871  is  correct  (or  the  coins  illustrated  may  have  been  post¬ 
dated).” 
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1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295 


1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 70 

1925-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925- D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  mostly 

brown . . 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45 

1926  MS-64  RD . 25 

1926- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  hard  to  find  in 

this  high  grade . 875 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926- S  MS-62  BN  (AN ACS  Cache) . 125 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly 
completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 265 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red . 265 

1928  MS-65  RD . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 79 

1928- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1928-D  MS-60 . 19 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-65  RD . 85 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PfcGS) . 85 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 135 

1929- S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 139 

1930  MS-65  RD . 32 

1930  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12 

1930- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 38 

1930-D  MS-64  RB  (Hallmark) . 29 

1930- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 55 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 99 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1931- D  MS-65  RD . 350 

1931-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1931-D  MS-63  RB . 89 

1931-D  AU-50 . 35 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 279 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 279 

1931-S  MS-64  RD . 125 

1931-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 125 

1931-S  MS-64  RB . 89 


1931-S  MS-63  RB.  We  struck  a  bonanza!  Recently 
we  bought  a  small  group  of  these  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  roll  put  away  years  ago.  As  we  go  to  press 
there  are  just  a  few  coins  remaining.  Add  one 


to  your  collection  for  just . 65 

1931-S  MS-60 . 59 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 65 


1933  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 69 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1935-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1935- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1936  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1936- D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1936-D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1936- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1937-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1937-D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1938- S/S  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  Repunched 

mintmark . 35 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 59 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1939-D  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1939-S/S  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 45 

1939-S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1941  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 350 

1941-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1942  Proof-62  RD  (PCGS) . 25 

1944-D/S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 319 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 395 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1950  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  ol  mint 

red . 995 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 695 


1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  695 

Newsworthy  1995  Doubled  Die 
1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem.  Although  graded  MS-65  red,  these  are 
equal  to  pieces  recently  certified  as  high  as  MS- 
67  Red! . Call  for  our  current  price! 

This  new  discovery  certainly  has  made  lots  of  headlines. 
The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled  and  is  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

2$  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  A  gem  1864  Small  Motto  and 
several  specimens  of  the  rare  1872  highlight  this 
issue’s  offering. 

Basic  information:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted  from 
1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just 
two  rarities,  the  1864  Small  Motto  and  the  1873. 
Several  die  varieties  exist  within  the  date  range.  T  he 
connoisseur  will  pick  and  choose  carefully,  as  qual¬ 
ity  varies  among  vendors.  Pieces  with  attractive 
surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for  some  varieties,  al¬ 


though  the  price  may  not  necessarily  be  expensive. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 
red  fading  to  mellow  brown . 1 ,795 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC.).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces.  ..975 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 

gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 1 ,095 

1868  MS-62  RB . 165 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  and  desirable  if 

choice,  as  this  one  is . 925 

1869  Breen-2399.  Recut  date.  EF-45  (ANACS 

Cache) . 895 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  at  this 

level . 365 


Gem  1872  2<t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  ol  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries . 995 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a 
great  rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time 
of  issue.  Last  business  strike  date  in  the  se¬ 
ries .  1,795 

Nickel  Zt  Pirns 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  selection  in  this  issue  is 
short  and  sweet  and  offers  some  nice  Mint  State 
and  Proof  coins. 

Basic  information:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces 
were  minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a 
time  when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  with¬ 
drawn  from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates 
and  are  scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from 
1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus  the 
formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibility, 
although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of  1887 
are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 795 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...795 
1865  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache) . . . 95 

1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Fairly  scarce  in  Proof  format . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 
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IS-’!)  MS-6-*  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295 

1870  AU-50 . 46 

1 8”3  Closed  3-  Proot-63.  Attractive  light  toning.  375 
1 8M  Closed  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  L  ight  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 550 

18"4  NlS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 

coin  for  the  connoisseur . 2,095 

IS-75*  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  One 

of  the  finest  in  existence . 795 

1 MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 495 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  this  highly  prized  Proof-only  date. 
While  the  desirability  of  this  to  the  date  collec¬ 
tor  goes  without  elaboration,  we  suggest  that 
the  addition  of  this  coin  to  a  set  of  design  types 
to  illustrate  the  1865-1889  design  would  really 
be  special.  Either  way,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 


we  have  ever  offered . 995 

1885  Proof  66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Unusually  high 
grade . 895 

1888  VF-20 . 59 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 550 


Silver  31  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  Most  demand  for  this  short¬ 
lived  series  is  from  collectors  to  type  sets.  We  offer 
some  nice  “types,”  sure  to  please,  a  Mint  State  1851- 
O,  some  simply  spectacular  1854-1857  issues,  and 
several  rare  dates  toward  the  end  of  the  series. 

Basic  information:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1873  inclusive,  and  were  made 
in  three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1 858,  and  1 859- 1 873).  Specimens  can  be  collected 
in  various  grades  for  the  years  from  1851-1862. 
After  1862,  most  known  examples  are  Proofs 
minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very  rare. 
There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 

1851  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen — excep¬ 
tional  quality — brilliant  with  a  satiny,  lustrous 


A  Dilemma 

“Dear  Dave: 

“At  this  point  in  time  I  am  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  way  through  the  current  batch  of 
the  The  Numismatist  s  Companion  books.  I 
thought  I  would  drop  you  a  line  to  let  you 
know  how  much  I  enjoy  reading  these  little 
books. 

“I  look  forward  to  reading  both  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  the  Companion  books  in 
the  future.  I  am  unable  to  decide  which  I 
like  better:  A)  buying  coins  or  B)  buying 
books  about  coins. 

“Respectfully,” 

— C.B. 


surface.  First  year  of  the  denomination.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  combination  of  high  grade  and  reason¬ 
able  price!  . 475 

1851-0  MS-63.  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 

a  whisper  of  gold  toning . 550 

1 85 1  -O  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  Lustrous. 
A  nice  piece  that  seriously  challenges  the  Mint 

State  category. . 245 

1851-0  AU-50 . 199 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1,385 

Prize  Gem  1854  3<f 
Sharply  Struck! 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,150 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  quality  1854  “trimes” 

to  be  offered  in  a  long  while . 1 ,595 

1854  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
whisper  of  iridescence.  An  exceptional  specimen 
that  seriously  challenges  the  MS-64  classifica¬ 
tion.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 995 

Lustrous  Gem  1855  3<f  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type 
II  design . 3,195 

A  coin  like  this  prompts  us  to  be  very  enthusiastic.  In  all 
instances,  we  GUARANTEE  that  when  you  see  the  quality 
for  yourself  you  will  be  equally  pleased — or  your  money  bade! 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Extremely  and 
especially  lustrous.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  a 


date  that  in  this  grade  is  quite  rare . 850 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 
Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 1,150 


1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck 
for  the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  re¬ 
verse  (not  unusual  for  this  date) . 1,1  50 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  475 
1861  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  very  light 
toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  Civil 
War  issue . 319 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 

1868  AU-53  (PCGS).  Most  probably  a  /Voo/which 

was  lightly  circulated.  Very  rare  date;  normally 
seen  in  Proof  finish,  if  seen  at  all . 495 


1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  A  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  this  very  rare  date.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1 ,395 

1 872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975 


As  we  go  to  press:  We  offer  several  nice  Shield 
nickels  in  this  issue  including  a  particularly  nice 
1883/2  overdate. 

Basic  information:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 
wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint 
State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt 
to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and 
other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite 
fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  al¬ 
though  the  1866  is  scarce  and  the  1867  With  Rays 
is  a  major  rarity. 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Spectacularly 
double-punched  date  with  base  of  extra  6  far  to 
the  right  of  the  1866  date!  . 395 

The  preceding  coin  is  an  average  strike,  and  all  things 
being  equal  we  probably  would  not  have  bought  it  for  our 
stock,  except  for  the  quite  remarkable  Doubled  Date  feature. 
We  have  added  nothing  for  the  double  punching,  figuring 
that  it  will  balance  the  average  quality  striking.  Complete 
satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always. 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-60  (NGC) . 259 

1 869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 
magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiple 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist!  . 895 

1869  EF-40 . 39 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  really 

exceptional  specimen . 325 

1876  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1879  AU-50.  Brilliant,  sharp — and  rare! . 495 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 
Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 

cent  series . 795 

1881  EF-40.  Rare  as  a  business  strike . 435 

1883/2  Breen-2526.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning 
and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

liiliiTlv  lli'iiil  Nickels 

As  we  go  to  press:  Now’s  a  fine  time  to  start  a 
collection  of  this  beautiful  series,  and  our  exten¬ 
sive  offering  of  many  different  dates  will  give  you 
an  excellent  head  start. 

Basic  information:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
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struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher 
grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  ol  the 
most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-63.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  re¬ 
flective  fields . 295 

1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We  just 
bought  a  nice  group  of  these — each  a  brilliant 
gem — and  offer  them  for,  each . 425 

The  1883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  In  the  1 880s 
much  print  was  devoted  to  the  rarity  of  the  issue,  with  the 
result  that  many  were  saved;  today  it  is  the  most  plentiful  of 
all  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  Mint  State!  As  the  word  CENTS 
appears  nowhere  on  the  coin,  some  citizens  gold-plated  them 
and  passed  them  off  as  “$5  gold  pieces”  (which  were  of  simi¬ 
lar  diameter). 


1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-65  (Hallmark). 

Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  design  type . 625 

1884  Proof-64  (PCdiS).  Beautiful . 295 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  ton¬ 
ing . 245 

1885  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstanding 

specimen  of  the  date  among  Liberty  Head  nickel 
of  this  era.  High  quality,  classic  rarity,  and  rea¬ 
sonable  price  combined . 825 

1885  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rare . 695 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Very  rare  in  gem  Mint  State;  far  rarer  than 
Proof. .  1,195 

1 886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Rare 
in  business  strike  form . 825 

1886  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Rare 

date . 495 

1887  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem.  259 

1888  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 190 

1 889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  light 


toning .  . 245 

1 892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  1 35 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gem . 550 

1893  MS-60  (ANACS  Certificate) . 1 10 

1894  MS-62. ..! . 225 

1 894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 175 


1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  toning. 


One  of  the  lower  mintage  dates  of  its  era.  365 
1 896  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 95 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin.  495 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 495 


1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1908  MS-63. (ANACS  Certificate) . 99 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  295 

191 1  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. ..  165 

1911  MS-60 . 59 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165 

1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen 

of  this  rare  variety. . 1,995 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1 883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National”  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  1 9 1 2-S  nickels  had  long  since 
disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  specimens 
can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare. 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  de¬ 
fined  in  hair  details  on  the  high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hall¬ 
mark  enabling  the  experienced  eye  to  identify  a  1 9 1 2-S  nickel 
without  even  seeing  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse!  apparently, 
all  pieces  were  struck  from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never 
seen  any  with  other  die  characteristics. 

1912-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rare.  695 


1912-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen . 595 

1912-S  VF-30 . 349 


1913  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1913  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1913  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

191 3-D  Type  II.  AU-55 . 135 


Superb  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5< 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 


grade  pieces  are  around) . 3,950 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 995 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...610 

1913-S  Type  II.  AU-58  (PCI) . 325 

1913-S  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 315 

1913-S  Type  II.  AU-50 . 290 


Buffalo  Vii  kels 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  friend  Bob  Korver  at  the 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  keeps  reminding  us  through 
frequent  articles  that  Buffalo  nickels  are  one  of  the 
hottest  series  going.  This  is  well  and  fine,  except  it 
makes  it  hard  for  us  to  buy  them.  Did  you  know 
that  according  to  a  survey  taken  by  veteran  dealer 
Abe  Kosoff  about  25  years  ago,  Buffalo  nickels  were 
the  most  popular  of  all  series  with  his  clients.  Any¬ 
way,  we’ve  been  buying,  and  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  107  has  lots  of  “goodies”  in  it  including  scarce 
early  mintmark  issues  from  the  1910s  and  1920s 
in  Mint  State. 

Basic  information:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popu¬ 
lar,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  inventory 
of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities  present  them¬ 
selves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  design  of  this 
denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and  choosing 
is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

1913  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty  from  a 


group  of  five  identical  quintuplets  . 205 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 92 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63  (NGC) . 45 

191 3  Type  I.  MS-60  (PCI) . 39 

191 3  Type  I.  AU-58 . 33 

1913  Type  I.  AU-50 . 27 

1913  Type  I.  EF-40 . 14 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 239 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 26 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 126 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1913-S  Type  I  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  of 

selected  quality.  . 785 

1913-S  Type  1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 232 

1913-S  Type  I.  EF-40 . 49 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lightly  struck  (but 
not  mentioned  on  the  holder) . 140 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning . 78 

1914-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .525 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 325 

1914-D  MS-60 . 225 

1 9 1 4-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not  easy  to 

find  at  this  grade  level . 650 

191 4-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 650 

191 4-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  395 
191 4-S  AU-50 . 53 

191 4- S  EF-45 . 45 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 340 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 340 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1915- D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  deli¬ 
cate  toning . 360 

1915-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .360 

1915-D  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  iridescent 
toning . 210 

1915- D  AU-50 . 81 

191  5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 799 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 369 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 105 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  ..  530 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  superb  quality.  . 290 

1916-D  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  189 

1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 1 89 

191 6-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 560 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..350 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 
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colonial  and  niiTiiis  coins 


191"  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1917-D  MS-62.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

191"*-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A  very 
attractive  specimen! . 799 

1918  MS-6-t  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satinlike  surfaces. 
A  beauty!  In  terms  ol  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-64  coins!  . 525 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned  gem.  495 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with 

light  golden  toning . 495 

1919- S  EF-40 . 179 

Remarkable  1920  Nickel 

1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 2,775 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,485 

1920-D  AU-50(ANACS  Cache) . 295 

1920- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 268 

1921- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 

Quite  difficult  to  obtain  in  a  high  grade  such 
as  this .  1,025 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 224 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 126 

1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  surfaces . 835 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level . 2,995 


A  Note  From  Michigan 

The  following  letter  is  from  a  client  in 
Grand  Rapids: 

“Dear  Gail, 

“Thanks  so  much  for  your  prompt  ship¬ 
ment  of  my  latest  purchase.  I  will  admit 
that  I  was  somewhat  disappointed  that  the 
1862  Indian  Head  cent  listed  as  MS-64 
NGC  was  already  sold,  but  that  the  same 
cent  and  same  grade,  but  not  certified,  was 
available.  1  reluctantly  said  to  send  it,  and 
I  was  not  disappointed,  it  was  gorgeous! 

“As  a  member  of  your  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program,  I  should  have  known  of 
your  standards  for  coins  but  this  Indian 
cent  is  really  pleasing.  Again  thanks,  Gail, 
as  you  are  always  pleasant  and  helpful  and 
it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with 
Bowers  and  Merena.” 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 
1924-S  MS-63  (AN ACS  Cache).  Delicate  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  A  sharply  struck  and  very  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen,  a  thoroughly  memorable  example 
of  one  of  the  rarities  in  this  series  at  this  grade 


level . 2,995 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 126 


1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  85 

Lustrous  1925-S  Rarity 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 


this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 2,085 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 


Gem  1926-S  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  A 
gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the 
series  at  this  grade  level.  A  “find”  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 8,250 

1926- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1195 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  105 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 589 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces . 295 

1927- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned,  lustrous, 

and  beautiful!  . 295 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful.  665 

1928- S  MS-60 . 189 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1929  MS-64  (NGC) . 85 

1929  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 38 

1929- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  frosty. 

Elusive  so  nice.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  spe¬ 
cialist  and  connoisseur . 1,595 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 169 

1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 609 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1930-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1 40 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1931 -SMS-65  (NGC) . 275 


1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Buy  one  for 


just . 275 

Hie  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  ol  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1931-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1931-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 381 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem; 

one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  issue.  1 ,675 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 275 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .275 

1934- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 485 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 225 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 84 

1935- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1936-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1936- S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 36 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1937- D  3-Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 630 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 485 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 205 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

Jefferson  IMikclx 

1938- D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 5 

1939- D  MS-60 . 33 

1939-D  AU-58 . 27 

1942  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 119 

1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We’ve  seen 

only  a  few  of  these . 495 

1949- D/S.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 295 

1950- D  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 12 


Likes  Our  Latest  Shipment 

“Thank  you  for  the  beautiful  1866 
Shield  nickel  and  1868  nickel  three-cent 
piece.  They  both  fit  into  my  type  collection 
nicely. 

“Also  thank  you  for  sending  the  coins  in 
advance,  1  appreciate  the  confidence  and 
trust  we  have  established  over  the  past  few 
years. 

“Thank  you. 

“Sincerely,” 

— G.B. 
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A  Glimpse  at 
Numismatics 
in  1859 


We  are  grateful  to  reader  Edwin  B.  Nash,  Jr.,  for  sharing 
this  interesting  correspondence  file  dating  from  nearly  a 
century  and  a  half  ago.  In  1859  widespread  interest  in 
numismatics  was  just  beginning  in  America.  In  fact,  it  had 
only  been  a  year  since  in  1858  the  Philadelphia  Mint  began 
extensive  sales  of  Proof  coins  to  collectors.  The 
correspondence  continues  to  1860. 

Emphasis  is  on  store  cards  (tokens  bearing 
advertising  imprints),  of  which  Charles  I. 

Bushnell  and  J.N.T.  Levick  (both  mentioned  in 
the  letters)  were  among  the  foremost  collectors. 

The  PRO  PATRIA  piece  refers  to  a  new  medal 
honoring  George  Washington;  pieces  depicting 
him  were  among  the  most  desired  items  on  the 
market. 

Silver  dollars  were  in  the  limelight  as  well. 

One  letter  states  that  210  Proof  sets  were  struck 
in  the  year  1858,  this  being  the  only  specific 
contemporary  record  your  editor  has  ever  en¬ 
countered.  (Years  later  the  Chapman  brothers  stated  that  80 
were  struck).  The  1858  Proof  sets  contained  the  Flying  Eagle 
cent,  silver  three-cent  piece,  hall  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar, 
half  dollar,  and  silver  dollar. 

No.  61 1  Walnut  Street 

October  17,  1859 

R.  Alonzo  Brock  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your  favor  of  the  1 1th  inst.  with  the  enclosed  card 
of  Beck’s  Baths,  for  which  I  am  much  indebted. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  two  pieces  of  a  series  first  issued 
here — and  which  I  think  will  be  scarce.  There  are  1 00  of  each 
variety  in  copper  and  50  in  white  metal,  and  the  dies  are 
ground  down  so  there  cannot  possibly  be  any  more.  Besides 
the  two  varieties  I  enclose  there  is  another,  made  by  the  head 
ofWashington  and  reverse  of  the  wreath  with  the  words  PRO 
PATRIA,  thus  making  six  pieces  in  the  set  counting  the  white 
metal.  They  are  issued  at  25  cts.  apiece. 

Most  of  us  here  have  secured  several  duplicate  sets  for 
future  use  in  exchanging  etc.  as  they  will  soon  be  quite 
scarce.  If  you  wish  any  sets  at  the  above  rates,  and  will 
inform  me  how  many  I  will  try  and  procure  you  the  amount 
of  your  remittance.  Please  answer  if  you  wish  any  at  once,  as 
this  taking  of  five  or  six  sets  apiece  by  collectors  will  soon  use 


up  the  whole  especially  the  white  metal  of 
which  I  said  there  are  only  50  of  each  kind.  I 
am  much  obliged  for  your  offer  of  assistance 
as  regards  the  “Cents.’  The  only  ones  1  want 
are  the  1793  Liberty  Cap,  1799,  and  a  good 
1 804. 1  have  a  poor  one  of  that  date.  There  are 
a  good  many  new  pieces,  store  cards,  etc., 
coming  out  here  just  now,  and  if  you  are 
forming  a  collection  of  them,  I  think  I  can 
pick  you  up  several. 

Yr’s  very  truly, 

J.  Ledyard  Hodge 

No.  61 1  Walnut  St. 

Dec.  1st,  1859 
R.  Alonzo  Brock,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  delayed  acknowledging  your  last  two  favors — expect¬ 
ing  every  day  to  do  so — and  be  able  to  send  with  my  answer  a 
larger  set  of  pieces  than  I  do — However  as  they  turn  up  rather 
slowly  I  have  concluded  to  send  what  I  have  and  forward  by 
Adams  Express  of  this  day  a  package  containing  sixteen  pieces, 

which  I  find  cost  altogether  exactly 
$2.  One  of  these  is  one  of  the 
Washington  medallets  you  wanted, 
which  I  was  unable  to  procure  till 
the  other  day;  the  others  are  Ameri¬ 
can  tokens  of  various  kinds. 

lUtKLfv  :  *  -I  4 j  I  send  also  a  memorandum 

made  by  myself  of  a  sale  of  a  small 
collection  of  coins  here  some  two 
or  three  weeks  ago,  which  will  serve 
somewhat  as  a  guide  for  you.  We 
are  all  now  in  an  excitement  about 
a  sale  of  a  very  fine  collection  to 
take  place  here  the  20th  of  this 
month.  It  is  remarkable  more  for  the  quality  and  variety  of  the 
pieces  than  their  number,  and  is  probably  the  best  collection 
offered  for  sale  for  a  long  time.  1  will  send  you  a  catalogue  next 
week  when  they  come  out,  and  if  you  desire  to  purchase  any  will 
be  glad  to  bid  for  you  at  such  prices  as  you  may  fix.  After  the  sale 
a  few  priced  catalogues  will  be  issued  at  I  believe  50  cts.  each.  If 
you  wish  one  please  inform  me. 

I  enclose  also  one  of  the  circulars  issued  by  our  Committee 
asking  for  information  regarding  our  proposed  works.  We 
intend  getting  up  the  volume  on  store  cards,  tokens  etc.,  first 
leaving  the  one  on  Medals  till  afterwards.  If  you  have  any  pieces 
not  mentioned  in  Bushnell  work,  we  would  like  to  have  rub¬ 
bings  and  descriptions.  Probably  before  answering,  you  had 
better  wait  for  the  catalogue  of  this  coming  sale  which  will 
contain  over  400  varieties  of  store  cards,  many  of  them  not  in 
Bushnell,  and  the  owner  has  allowed  us  to  take  descriptions  of 
all  not  in  our  own  collections,  so  we  will  want  no  descriptions 
of  any  piece  in  that  Catalogue. 

As  regards  the  privilege  of  corresponding  members  of  our 
Society,  they  are  I  believe  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  etc. 
which  you  have,  and  are  the  right  to  attend  meetings  when  in 
town,  privilege  of  the  room,  etc.  I  would  be  glad  to  propose  your 
name  if  you  desire  it. 

Can  you  procure  any  more  of  the  card  you  sent  me  “Beck’s 
Public  Baths”  I  will  take  any  you  can  get  with  pleasure,  as  I  have 


Beck's  Public  Baths  Token , 
Richmond,  Virginia 


’age 
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three  or  tour  triends  here  who  want  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  Ledyard  Hodge 

Phila-  Dec.  21st,  1859 

R.  Alonzo  Brock  ,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

l  he  sale  of  Levick’s  collection  ended  last  evening,  and  is  likely  to  be 
long  remembered  in  the  annals  of  coin  collecting.  The  prices  all  the  way 
through  were  the  most  extravagant  I  ever  heard  of— far  beyond  the 
wildest  estimate.  I  was  carried  away  enough  by  the  excitement  to  buy  a 
good  many  of  the  pieces  myself  but  now  this  morning  would  gladly  sell 
every  one  I  bought  at  the  price  I  gave.  1  was  however  moderate  compared 
to  others.  The  store  cards  especially  brought  the  most  wonderful  prices, 
often  going  over  a  dollar  and  sometimes  two  for  pieces  that  I  have 
bought  time  and  again  for  25  cts  or  at  the  outside  50  cts.  I  did  not 
purchase  anything  for  you,  as  you  gave  me  no  fixed  price  and  I  didn’t 
care  to  [pay  more  than]  reasonable  rates,  and  the  prices  there  I  thought 
most  unreasonable.  The  pieces  you 
mentioned  went  as  follows: 

No.  233  @$2.62,  235  @$3,  238 
@$16,  255  @$1.29,  258  @$1.10,  261 
@$1.90,  262  @$1.37,  296  @$2,  356 
@$2.50,  357  @.75  cts.,  373  @.80  cts., 

377  @.65  cts.,  389  @$5.50,  530 
@$2.37. 

The  dollars  you  mentioned  went 
from  $  1 .25  up  to  $2.87. 1  will  send  you 
a  couple  of  priced  indexes  as  soon  as 
issued,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  get  another  catalogue  for  love  or 
money. 

In  looking  over  your  list  and  com¬ 
paring  it  with  the  sale,  I  think  I  can  get 
you  a  good  many  of  the  pieces  you  want 
at  lower  prices.  I  can  I  think  obtain 
nearly  all  the  dollars  at  an  average  of  $1.25  which  is  quite  cheap.  Of 
course  this  will  not  include  the  rare  ones,  1794,  1804,  1851  and  from 
there  out. 

The  half  cents  (commoner  ones)  went  at  an  average  of  about  30  cts. 
each.  I  however  purchased  for  you,  outside  a  lot  containing  the 
following  years  at  20  cts.  each,  being  22  pieces  in  all — 1802,  1805, 
1806,  1 808,  1 809,  1810,  1 8 [missing digits],  1826,  1 828  both  varieties, 
1829,  1832,  [date  missing],  1835,  1849,  1850,  1851,  1853,  [text 
missing].  I  will  send  them  as  soon  as  I  get  some  more  pieces. 

I  likewise  obtained  No.  296,  Centennial  Medallet  @$2,  the  same 
price  at  the  sale.  This  was  reasonable,  as  there  are  only  40  of  them  in 
copper.  Several  of  the  pieces  over  on  the  opposite  page.  I  think  I  can  get 
at  something  less  than  the  prices  annexed,  and  will  look  for  them,  if  you 
will  designate  the  ones  you  want  and  the  price  you  are  willing  to  pay.  So 
with  the  dollars,  I  think  I  can  in  a  short  time  pick  up  nearly  all  the 
commoner  ones  at  $1 .25  or  near  that.  The  scarce  ones  you  will  have  to 
payfor.  1794  I  paid$5.50fortheothernightand  very  pooratthat.  1804 
cannot  be  had,  there  are  but  two  known.  1836  Flying  Eagle  [Gobrecht] 
is  worth  $7.00  Proof,  1 838  Do.  $20.  1 839  Do.  $  1 7,  1 85 1  &  1 852  $  1 5 
each,  1853,  54  &  55  &  56@$3each.  1857,  1858&  1859  are  rarely  seen 
but  as  Proof  and  bring  $3  to  $4  apiece. 

We  had  some  great  bids  at  the  sale.  No.  2 1  brought  $66.50,  No.  220 


$50,  No.  277  $28.50  [text  missing]  cabinet  and  1  bought  it  [text 
missing]  No.  280  $1 1.50.  No.  388  [missing],  No.  390  $10.50,  No.  480 
$12,  No.  499  $10,  and  so  they  went. 

I  expect  to  go  to  Washington  in  a  day  or  two  [missing]  after  New 
Year’s  and  will  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  there,  care  of  Wm.  L.  Hodge 

Yr’s  very  truly, 

J.  Ledyard  Hodge 

No.  61  1  Walnut  St.  Phila 

Jan.  13th,  1860 

R.  Alonzo  Brock,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  send  by  Adams’  Express  today  a  package  to  you,  containing  the 
following  pieces: 

Silver  Dollars-two  of  1795,  1797,  two  of  1799,  1800,  1801,  1803, 
two  of  1 840,  1841,  1 842,  two  of  1 843,  two  of  1 846,  two  of  1 847,  two 
of  1849,  or  20  in  all. 

Half  Cents- 1804,  1805,  1806,  1808,  1809,  1810,  1825,  18[digits 
missing],  1828  both  varieties,  1829,  1832, 
1833,  1834,  1835,  1849,  185  [digit  missing], 
1851,  1853,  1855,  1856,  1857-or  22  in  all. 

A  Franklin  Cent,  the  Washington  Cen¬ 
tennial  Medal  in  copper,  you  wished  me  to 
bid  for  at  the  sale  and  three  cards  issued  by 
Robt.  Lovett  of  this  place...  I  send  also  by 
mail  two  of  the  priced  Catalogues  of  Levick’s 
sale,  and  a  copy  of  the  pamphlet  which  our 
Committee  prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
Collectors  here,  to  act  as  a  sort  of  guide  in 
making  collections  of  store  cards. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  sending  you  a  more 
complete  set  of  dollars,  but  failed  in  getting 
the  loti  had  my  eye  on.  I  will  however  if  these 
suit  you,  try  and  fill  up  those  wanting  which 
I  suppose  can  be  done  with  a  little  waiting 
and  watching. 

The  prices  I  paid  for  the  above  are  as  follows: 

The  Dollars  $1.25  apiece  or  $25.00;  Half  cents  20  cts.  apiece  or  $4.40; 
Washington  medal,  $2.00,  Franklin  cent  .75  cts.,  three  Lovett  cards,  .25 
cts.  each,  .75  cts,  three  catalogues  @.50  cts.  each,  $1.50,  Total  $34.40. 

This  list  of  store  cards  is  the  one  we  use  here  now  in  reference.  If  you 
will  send  me  a  list  of  the  numbers  in  it  you  have  I  will  mark  them  in  my 
copy  here,  and  will  then  know  what  ones  you  want  and  can  keep  a  look 
out  for  them.  Ifyouhave  any  not  mentioned  in  this  list,  1  would  be  much 
obliged  for  a  full  description  of  them  &  rubbings.  It  comprises  only  store 
cards  and  has  all  Bushnell’s  &  great  many  more.  I  write  in  haste.  If  you 
can  get  it,  I  would  prefer  a  draft  on  a  bank  or  house  here  to  my  order  for 
the  amount  over  the  page,  as  it  is  safer  than  sending  money.  Do  not 
hesitate  if  any  of  the  pieces  do  not  suit  you  to  return  them. 

Yr’s  very  truly, 

J.  Ledyard  Hodge 

Phila-March  13th,  1860 

R.  Alonzo  Brock,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  last  letters,  hoping  every  day  to  pick 
up  something  that  might  increase  your  collection,  but  I  find  things 
remarkably  dull  in  the  coin  line,  and  when  any  fine  or  rare  pieces  do 
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make  their  appearance  it  is  with  such  prices  attached  as  to  frighten 
anyone.  I  however  send  you  some  pieces  by  Adams  Express  which  please 
enquire  for  the  cost  of  them  being  in  annexed  list. 

The  Mint  has  raised  its  price  for  Proof  sets  this  year  to  $3;  until  now 
they  charged  merely  their  actual  value  of  $2.02  but  last  year  the  demand 
was  so  great  that  it  kept  the  time  ofone  person  occupied  nearly  the  whole 
year,  attending  to  getting  up  the  pieces  and  delivering  them.  They  being 
all  struck  on  the  hand  press,  with  special  care.  So  this  year  they  justify 
the  additional  charge  on  the  ground  of  the  trouble  and  time  used.  These 
Proof  sets  of  back  years  increase  in  value  rapidly.  Those  of  1859  are 
already  worth  $4.50  to  $5  and  of  previous  years  $8  to  $  1 0,  and  perhaps 
even  more.  Previous  to  1859  there  were  very  few  struck  in  each  year,  not 
over  200  sets.  The  set  of  1 858  possesses  a  value  on  this  account  that  there 
were  no  silver  dollars  at  all  struck  of  that  year,  except  about  210  to  go 
in  the  Proof  sets,  so  that  these  dollars  will  soon  be  very  rare  indeed.  In 
fact  they  are  worth  $5  already. 

I  was  offered  a  set  of  1858,  same  pieces  as  in  the  one  of  1860, 1  send 
you  for  $8,  but  declined  having  it  myself,  and  not  knowing  whether  you 
cared  for  it  at  that  price,  though  if  you  wish  it  at  all  you  will  probably  have 
to  give  that  or  more.  If  you  wish  these  Proof  sets  of  back  years,  let  me  know 
and  also  how  much  you  are  willing  to  give.  I  would  advise  you  if  you  wish 
them  at  all  to  take  them  at  once,  especially  the  1858  and  1 859  at  present 
prices.  The  previous  ones  I  think  have  attained  nearly  their  fixed  price,  and 
besides  are  not  often  to  be  met  at  any  price.  I  have  also  declined  buying 
any  of  the  pattern  pieces  of  the  Mint  Cents  or  others,  or  any  of  the  rare 
silver  or  copper  coinage  as  half  cents  of  the  1840s  etc.,  not  feeling 
authorized  to  invest  $4  or  $5  on  a  single  piece  without  direction  from  you. 
If  you  wish  any  of  these  pieces  I  think  you  had  better  make  out  a  list  of  the 
pieces  you  wish  and  their  value  to  you  as  a  guide  for  me. 

Have  you  come  across  any  new  Store  Cards,  etc.  I  find  one  or  two 
almost  every  day,  but  must  say  I  do  not  admire  the  prices.  As  the  ones 
I  want  now  are  almost  invariably  rare  ones,  I  am  put  in  for  at  least  $1 
apiece  for  them,  and  it  is  awful  to  look  over  my  list  of  pieces  specially 
wanted  and  seen  over  100  blanks,  of  ones  I  know  of,  besides  any 
quantity  unknown.  In  haste, 

Yr’s  very  truly, 

J.  Ledyard  Hodge 

No.  61 1  Walnut  St.  Philadelphia 
May  10th,  1860 

R.  Alonzo  Brock,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  wrote  to  you  but  I  have  been  out  in 
Mississippi  and  the  West  on  business  and  returned  only  a  short  time 
ago.  Besides  I  have  nothing  on  the  coin  line  to  communicate.  I 
presume  you  duly  received  a  notification  of  your  election  as  a 
corresponding  member  of  our  Society,  which  took  place  during  my 
absence.  We  are  all  full  here  of  the  great  coin  sale  to  take  place  on  the 
21st  &  22nd  by  Mr.  Cogan.  I  have  requested  him  to  send  you  a 
catalogue,  and  you  will  see  by  it  that  it  is  decidedly  the  best  collection 
ever  offered  in  this  country  at  auction — comprising  more  rare  and  fine 
coins  as  it  is  composed  of  two  or  three  collections  besides  several 
valuable  pieces  picked  up  separately.  If  there  are  any  pieces  you  feel 
inclined  to  bid  for  I  will  be  glad  to  act  for  you  if  you  will  send  me  your 
bids.  I  have  been  unable  to  get  the  two  Proof  sets  of  1  858  &  1 859  at 
the  price  you  fixed  and  doubt  if  you  will  obtain  them  at  that  rate. 

The  1858  is  gradually  but  steadily  going  up  in  price  and  will 
inevitably  in  a  few  years  be  a  very  rare  set — especially  the  dollar,  as  none 


but  Proofs  were  struck  and  only  about  200  of  them.  There  is  nothing 
new  here  except  this  sale,  for  which  everyone  is  saving  up  his  spare  cash. 
I  have  a  lot  of  forty  or  fifty  Proof  store  cards  which  I  obtained  at  1 0  cts. 
apiece,  taking  five  or  six  sets  of  them — but  will  keep  them  for  you  till 
after  the  sale,  in  case  you  purchase  any  pieces  there.  Please  notice  the 
note  on  the  first  page  of  Mr.  Cogan’s  catalogue  regarding  priced 
catalogues — he  will  not  get  them  up  unless  he  can  be  sure  of  selling  at 
least  100  at  the  price  named  50  cts.  So  if  you  want  one  for  yourself  or 
friends,  please  let  him  or  me  know  &  1  will  subscribe  for  you.  Hoping 
to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  am 
Y’rs  very  truly 
J.  Ledyard  Hodge 


Screen  Star  Collects  Coins 

Butch  Voslow  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  recently  sent 
this  picture,  which  appeared  in  an  article  in  The  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine,  in  November  1938.  “Parkyakarkus” 
was  a  stage  name  for  Harry  Einstein,  whose  collection  turned 
out  to  be  truly  magnificent  as  years  went  by.  We  auctioned  it 
as  part  of  his  estate  on  June  23-25,  1986. 


Parkyakarkus, — radio  and  screen  star,  is  trying  to  assemble  a 
representative  collection  of  U.S.  coins. 

He  says,  “Right  now  I  would  be  interested  in  an  Uncirculated  set  of 
Buffalo  nickels  and  silver  three-cent  pieces.  Proofs  and  Uncirculated 
***  I  haven’t  very  much  of  a  collection,  but  some  day  1  hope  to  have  a 
fairly  good  one. 
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Mali  Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press:  Several  nice  Capped  Bust  half 
dimes  beckon,  these  being  from  a  short-lived  series 
1 829-1837  that  has  no  great  rarities  among  the  basic 
dates.  If  you  are  building  a  type  set  please  note  the 
gems  we  offer  of  the  first  Liberty  Seated  issue  with¬ 
out  stars  (1837)  and  the  first  with  stars  (1838).  A 
gem  1 839  is  worthy  of  close  notice,  too.  The  1853 
without  arrows  has  always  been  one  of  our  favor¬ 
ites,  and  we  offer  a  sparkling  little  gem.  Most  of 
these  pieces  were  melted.  The  1860  transitional  is 
one  of  the  nicest  strikes  we  have  seen  from  among 
survivors  of  a  mintage  said  to  be  just  100  pieces. 
Another  special  half  dime  is  the  rare-rare-rare  1 863. 
A  glittering  cameo  Proof  1864  is  worthy  of  notice 
as  is  a  Mint  State  1864-S. 

Basic  information:  There  are  two  important  ref¬ 
erence  books  in  the  half  dime  series.  Daniel  W. 
Valentine  s  study,  United  States  Half  Dimes,  describes 
issues  from  1794-1837  (“V”  numbers),  while  an 
informative  volume  by  A1  Blythe,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes ,  is  useful  for 
the  collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 

1 830  Valentine- 1 ,  Breen-2985.  MS-62.  C  over  hori¬ 
zontal  C  in  America . 475 

This  C/C  feature  is  quite  spectacular  when  viewed  un¬ 
der  low  magnification. 

1830  V-5b.  Rarity  5.  VF-20.  Small  scratch  on  re¬ 
verse . 125 

1831  V-l.EF-45 . 175 


1831  V-6.AU-55  (PCGS) . 260 

1832  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  1,295 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1834  V-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and 

iridescent  toning.  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains .  235 

1835  V-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 

specimen . 995 

1835  V-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

delicate  golden  toning . 285 

1836  V-4.  AU-50 . 210 

1837  V-l.  Large  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Gunmetal- 

blue  and  lilac  toning.  Last  year  of  the  design 
type . 595 

1 837  V-2.  Small  5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Rare! . 495 

Liberty  Sealed  Half  Himes 

1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  de¬ 
sign . 1,950 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type  set.  695 
1838  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty. . 425 

Gem  1839  Half  Dime 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 

light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem 
specimen!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this 
one;  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion .  2,450 

1 840  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 


surfaces.  A  splendid  coin . 750 

1841-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  Early 
New  Orleans  issue . 395 

Frosty  Gem  1844  Half  Dime 
1844V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 
Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces. 


An  outstanding  example . 2,095 

1844-0  EF-45  (NGC) . 1,095 


1845  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  gor¬ 
geous  electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims, 
changing  to  magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters.  Undoubtedly  from  an  old-time  collection. 

You’ll  like  this  one! . 795 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 795 

1845  AU-50 . 110 

1850  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,895 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation. 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with 


attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin . 375 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 825 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 10 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 
few  hints  of  delicate  toning . 975 


QUALITY!:  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  In  that  way, 
your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality 
never  goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  quality  coins 
to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since 
we  started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process 
have  built  what  is  probably  America’s  most  suc¬ 
cessful  rare  coin  dealership. 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 675 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  halt  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95 


“ Spectacular  ”  Half  Dime 

This  letter  is  from  T.H.  of  Georgia: 

“Dear  Gail  [Watson]: 

“Enclosed  is  my  remittance  for  this 
month’s  Collection  Portfolio  Program  se¬ 
lection.  I  was  thrilled  with  the  spectacular 
1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars,  half  dime 
you  sent  last  week,  and  the  price  was  very 
reasonable. 

“  I  hope  everyone  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
is  well  and  enjoying  the  season.  Thanks  for 
the  continued  great  service  and  the  won¬ 
derful  coins  you  and  your  firm  keep  send- 

I” 

ing! 
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ability.  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  IJ.S. 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 

type  set! . 1,650 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 695 

1857  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1850  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint  gem, 
richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue  and 
deep  gold.  A  prize  acquisition  for  the  connois¬ 


seur . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 

1860  Pollock-31 5,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 
Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very 
flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well  struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 
not  on  other  1860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  1 0%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 1 . 7,250 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less”  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned . 1 ,750 

Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 

of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,195 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid- 1862  until  well  into  the  1 870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem 

specimen  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desired  dates 
in  the  entire  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur 
will  find  this  to  be  a  highlight  in  his  or  her  col¬ 
lection . 1 ,995 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A 

high-grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  era  date . 1,295 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .495 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 


this  one . 1 ,450 

1866-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 135 


1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 
a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 


issue  as  a  type  com . 599 

1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 950 

1 867- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1868  EF-45 . 310 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem 

of  exceptional  quality. . 985 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in 
Mint  State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest 
in  collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1868 
date  was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem 
Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of 
chance.  Many  if  not  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of 
this  era  were  sent  to  the  Orient. 

1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1871  AU-55.  Light  gray  toning . 75 

1871-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  with  satiny  lustre.  Gor¬ 
geous . 550 

Mintmark  above  bow,  as  always  on  1871-S. 

1871- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199 

1  872  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set . 245 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Attractive  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
over  deeply  frosted  surfaces . 1,195 

1872- S  Mintmark  in  Wreath.  MS-63 . 249 

1 873  Proof-63.  With  a  whisper  of  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Superb!  . 495 

1 873- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 

as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted! . 435 

Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press:  The  1796  dime  always  at¬ 
tracts  attention  as  the  First  year  of  issue  and  a  basi¬ 
cally  scarce  date;  we  offer  a  nice  VF  specimen.  One 
of  the  most  spectacular  (from  a  visual  viewpoint) 
overdates  in  the  series,  the  181 1/09,  is  represented 
by  a  lovely  AU.  What  may  well  be  the  finest  known 
specimen  of  the  JR- 12  variety  of  1827  will  excite 
the  specialist,  while  a  gem  1837  Liberty  Seated, 
No  Stars,  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  a  beautiful 
design.  The  1845-0  dime  is  remarkably  rare  in 
higher  grades;  we  offer  an  AU-50.  The  1 853  with¬ 
out  arrows  dime  in  MS-64  is  probably  50  to  100 
times  rarer  than  the  1853  with  arrows  in  the  same 
grade;  however,  current  market  values  overlook  this; 
check  the  gem  we  offer.  The  finest  Liberty  Seated 
dime  collection  in  existence  might  well  be  enhanced 
by  the  1 873-S  with  arrows  we  offer,  a  breathtaking 
MS-64!  Barber  dimes  include  some  nice 
mintmarked  issues,  a  gem  Proof  1913,  and  others. 

Basic  information:  Early  dimes  1796-1837  are 
described  with  “JR”  numbers,  short  for  John  Reich 
(an  early  engraver  at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the 
excellent  book  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  spe¬ 
cialist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  use¬ 
ful  volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David 
W.  Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data 
pertaining  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  avail- 


and  Colonial  Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other 
series,  and  contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

lllil|M‘(l  ItllSl  llilll(‘S 

Important  1796  Dime 

1796 John  Reich- l.VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Pleas¬ 
ing  light  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  Important  as 
the  First  year  of  the  denomination.  Rare,  and 


always  in  demand . 2,995 

Capped  llnsl  Ili  pips 

181 1/09J  R-l.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  gray 

and  golden  surfaces . 1 ,395 

1821  JR-9.  Small  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  highly  lustrous.  Elusive  so  fine . 895 


Possibly  Finest  Known! 
1827  JR-12 


1827  JR-12.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Possibly  the  finest 
known.  Finer  than  the  MS-63  coin  that  was 
the  best  seen  by  the  authors  of  Early  United 
States  Dimes  1796-1837.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  early  date. 
Quite  possibly  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity 

for  the  variety  collector. . 3,975 

JR-12  represents  the  only  use  of  these  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  dies;  that  is,  they  were  not  combined  with  any  other 
dies. 

Lihcrty  Sealed  Himes 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. 

A  superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  short¬ 
lived  series . 3,650 

The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  stars  was  produced 
in  the  half  dime  and  dime  series  only  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1 838  (1838- 
O).  The  starless  obverse  was  inspired  by  Chief  Engraver 
Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836. 

1 838  No  Drapery.  First  year  with  stars  on  obverse. 

AU-58.  A  superb  strike  with  much  lustre.  Nicer 
than  some  Mint  State  coins  we’ve  seen! . 395 

1839-0  Small  O.  EF-40 . 110 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 
equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100 

1847  AU-53  (NGC) . 1,595 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
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struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series . 1,850 

1  he  18V'  dime  without  arrows  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Ac  t  of  Febru- 
ar\  21,  1853  iwhieh  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at 
the  lime  they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in 
face  value). 

1853  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Lightly  toned  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  MS-60  grade;  conserva¬ 
tively  graded  in  our  opinion . 435 

1853  Greer- 10 1 .  No  Arrows.  Scarce.  AU-50.  .435 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Popular  type  coin . 750 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40 . 45 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 825 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!....  1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-55 . 2 1 9 

1856  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 125 

1857  EF-45 . 39 


Gem  1857-0  Dime 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 


New  Orleans  issue . 2,295 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1 858-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 


1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1,450 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 1 ,095 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gorgeous  blue 

and  rose  peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1860-0  F-12.  Classic  rare  issue;  last  pre-Civil  War 

New  Orleans  dime . 750 

1862  AU-55 . 75 


1 866  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  classic  low-mintage  dates  of 


this  era . 875 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-45 . 135 


From  the  New  Jersey  Shore 

This  little  note  is  from  J.M.,  who  lives  on 
the  seaside  in  New  Jersey: 

“Dear  Gail  Watson,  Dave  Bowers,  and 
all  the  staff  at  B&M,  1  nc.: 

“I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
much  I  have  enjoyed  the  coins  I  have 
received  from  you.  I  have  received  much 
better  coins  than  I  have  found  anywhere 
else.  Keep  up  the  good  work.” 


1 873  G- 1 03.  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-40  (ANACS 
Cache).  Centered  date . 119 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<t 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,350 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 
1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  special¬ 
ist  and  connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece 
to  be  a  highlight  in  his  or  her  collection. 3, 495 

In  this  grade,  the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45.  Steel-gray  toning . 159 

1875  AU-55 . 65 

1875-CC  G-101.  Mintmark  in  wreath.  AU-58. 95 
1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 525 

1875- S  Breen-3378.  Mintmark  above  bow.  MS-63 

(ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  toning . 225 

1876- SType  II.  AU-58 . 95 

1878  MS-62  PQ  (Hallmark) . 185 

1878  Type  II.  AU-50 . 59 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  frosty  gem  with  a 

whisper  of  light  toning.  Very  low  mintage  busi¬ 
ness  strike  issue . 1 ,650 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

rare .  795 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  ...875 
1880  G- 103.  AU-50.  Rare . 395 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 ,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1885  AU-58 . 69 

1886  MS-60 . 125 

1886  AU-55 . 59 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,195 

Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heaton’s  treatise.  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1 886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  thus 
increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen, 
the  availability  of  an  1 886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is 
a  very  special  occasion. 

1 889  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful.  435 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 775 

1889-S  MS-60 . 385 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 


1889-S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 
with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  key  is¬ 


sue . 385 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890  AU-58 . 69 


1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 
delicate  toning.  Somewhat  scarce;  mintage 
about  one-sixth  of  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint 

counterpart . 975 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 750 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 


somewhat  prooflike . 750 

1890- S  AU-50 . 145 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

touch  of  attractive  toning.  Last  year  of  Liberty 

Seated  coinage . 435 

1891  MS-63 . 215 

1891  AU-55 . 55 

1891- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1860. 


189 1-0  AU-50 . 65 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Barber  Hum's 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 


golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type . 725 

1892- 0  EF-40 . 49 

1893- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  light  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 315 

1893-0  AU-50 . 175 

1895-S  EF-40 . 195 

1897-0  EF-40 . 385 

1 897-0  VF-25.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 299 

1902- S  MS-62.  Lustrous,  with  some  marks.  .495 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- 0  AU-50 . 115 


1903-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  fully  lustrous. 
Attractive  golden  toning.  A  key  date  Barber 
dime,  in  fact,  the  eighth  lowest  mintage  in  the 

series . 895 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1 905- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 

in  this  grade.  A  quality  piece . 275 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 235 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

1911  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1911  AU-50 . 59 


1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 795 
1 91 2-S  AU-55 . 95 


1913  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem. 
An  outstanding  specimen  than  will  hold  its  own 


with  even  some  Proof-65  examples . 1,350 

1913  AU-58 . 75 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 175 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 59 
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Mmtin  Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press:  We’ve  bought  quite  a  few 
Mercury  dimes  lately  and  have  included  them  in 
the  following  listing.  Each  piece  is  guaranteed  to 
be  a  very  attractive  specimen.  Among  rarities,  note 
the  1916-D  dime  we  offer,  a  gem  1927-D,  and  a 
Mint  State  1 942/1 . 

Basic  information:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB . 1 19 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the 
time  of  issue.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only  58 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .52 


Splendid  EF-40  1916-D  Dime 
1916-D  Mercury  EF-40  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck. 
Lightly  toned.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 

famous  rarity.  . 2,850 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year 
of  issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime 
rarity  for  more  than  75  years 


1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Superb! . 1,185 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  Golden  toning.  Scarce  so 

fine! . 770 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  Full  Band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
frosty,  and  everything  else  you  might  want! 
Quality  such  as  this  is  very  elusive . 1 ,650 

1917- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  the  Full  Band  status.  ...  315 

1918- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 

mottled  light  brown  toning . 259 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 252 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality. . 2,015 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1 9 1 9-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 799 

1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  especially 
frosty,  an  outstanding  early  Mercury  dime.  If 
quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll  like  this  one!  ..485 
1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  coin . 810 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  this 
quality.  . 1 .285 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920-D  AU-50 . 46 

1920-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 

areas  of  toning . 995 

1923  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 70 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Sel¬ 
dom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,595 

1923-S  MS-63.  Attractive  light  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  fields .  395 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923- S  AU-50 . 90 

1924- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning . 495 

1924-S  MS-64.  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at 
this  level;  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  quality-conscious  specialist . 899 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 155 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 525 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.315 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 350 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade. .  1,875 
1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 


one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1,595 

1927  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 72 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,250 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

splashes  of  toning  on  the  obverse . 335 


1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 


toning . 570 

1928- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Iridescent  and  golden 

toning . 189 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1929  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1929- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 55 

1929-S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 455 

1929-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1930  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  toning . 995 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1931-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always 

popular  due  to  its  very  low  mintage . 325 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCI).  A  frosty  gem.  Virtually  full 

bands  on  the  reverse . 275 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1934  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
iridescent  toning . 224 


Likes  His  Dime 

R.C.S.  writes  from  Florida: 

“Dear  Gail: 

“Thank  you  for  the  1821  dime  in  EF-40 
grade.  Again,  an  excellent  choice.  I’m  very 
happy  with  it.  Thanks  to  Dave,  also.” 


1934  MS-63  FB.  Light  iridescent  toning.  Bril¬ 


liant .  28 

1934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 44 

1935  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1935- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 340 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 252 

1936-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1936-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1937  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1937  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning . 210 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1938- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133 

1938- S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 70 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 295 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1939- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 23 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1940- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1940-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1940- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 19 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 


Mint  State  1942/1  Overdate 


1942/1  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Quite  rare 
in  true  Mint  State;  at  least  100  to  200  times 
rarer  than  in  worn  grades.  This  piece  is  lustrous 
and  has  the  overdate  boldly  defined.  A  prize 

coin  for  the  Mercury  dime  specialist . 2,150 

1 942/1 -D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
light  golden  toning.  Nearly  all  original  mint 


lustre  remains . 965 

1942/1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 

1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1942  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20 
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1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1942-D  MS-66  I  B  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 46 

1942-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 23 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1945-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1943- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 18 

1943- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 10 

1944- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast!  Buy  one  for:  . 20 

1944-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1944- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  offered  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  price . 20 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  224 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 


1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 
1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces, 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates 
or  Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1,295 

2M  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  In  this  issue  we  offer  several 
worthwhile  specimens  in  the  short-lived  twenty- 
cent  series  including  a  gem  1876  and  three  of  the 
last  year  of  issue,  the  Proof-only  1878. 


1875-CC  AU-58.  Boldly  struck . 695 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 610 

1875-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 195 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20 <£ 

1 876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an 
eye  for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,450 

Gem  1876  20<t 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  is¬ 
sue.  A  gem  of  the  first  quality,  this  rarity  will 
delight  the  connoisseur.  Years  can  pass  between 

t—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


the  offering  ot  such  a  beautiful  coin . 2,795 


1878  20<f  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as 

the  last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,250 

1878  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly-prized  Proof-only  date.  You 
can  compare  the  quality  of  this  to  pieces  of¬ 
fered  as  Proof-63  with  good  results . 1,950 

1878  Proof-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Gray  and  lilac 
toning.  Needle-sharp  details.  Important  rar¬ 
ity.  .  1,695 


Quarter  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  You  need  quarters?  We  have 
quarters!  We’ve  been  buying,  and  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  reflects  our  activity  and  success.  The  rare 
1 804,  the  seldom-seen  1 822  with  error  reverse,  a 
gem  1847,  a  memorable  1853/2  overdate,  a  high- 
grade  1866-S,  a  high  grade  1896-S  Barber  quar¬ 
ter,  the  rare  1901-S,  and  a  large  selection  of  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  and  Washington  issues  round  out  our 
offering. 

Basic  information:  Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796- 
1838  years  are  described  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838 ,  by  A.W.  Brown¬ 
ing  (“B”  numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Col¬ 
lectors  of  later  quarters  will  find  such  studies  as 
Larry  Briggs  excellent  study  on  Liberty  Seated 
coins,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters 
(David  Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty  Quarters 
(J.H.  Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their  nu¬ 
mismatic  pursuit. 

Ili  iiiM'd  Bust  (limi  ters 

Rare  1804  Quarter 


1804  Browning- 1.  Rarity-3.  F-12  (PCGS).  At¬ 

tractive  medium  gray  surfaces.  Rare  in  all 
grades . 2,350 

The  1 804  has  the  combined  appeal  of  being  a  rare  date 
plus  the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type. 

1805  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VG-8 . 295 


1805  B-4.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 395 

1805  B-5.  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  gray  and 
lilac  surfaces.  Excellent  definition  of  details.  1 ,250 

1806/5  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 350 

1806  B-3.  VF-25  (NGC).  Silver  gray  surfaces.  If  you 
look  carefully  and  in  the  right  areas  of  the  re¬ 
verse  you  can  see  a  hint  of  original  lustre.  ..  825 

1806  B-4.  Rarity-3.  F-15 . 495 

1806  B-9,  F-15 . 395 

1806  B-9.  F-12 . 375 

1807  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 395 

1807  B-l.  G-5.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 199 

1818/5  B-l.  Overdate.  VF-20 . 350 

1818  B-2.  VF-30 . 365 

1818  B-2.  VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-3.  VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 125 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . 195 

1818  B-6.  Rarity-5.  Late  Die  State.  F-15 . 250 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  F-12 . 135 

1818  B-l 0.  EF-40 . 725 

1818  B- 10.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 145 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 215 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1820  B-2.  VG-8 . 85 


1820  B-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache). 
Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  .  825 


1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12 . 265 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 


Rare  1822  25/50  C.  Quarter 
1822  B-2.  25  over  50  C.  VG-10.  Lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Quite  attractive  overall.  The  error  fea¬ 
ture  is  very  bold.  One  of  the  most  popular  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  The  engraver  thought  he  was 
working  on  a  half  dollar  die,  punched  in  the 
denomination  50  C.,  realized  his  gaffe,  and 
repunched  the  value  as  25  C.  Today,  both  de¬ 


nominations  are  still  visible . 2,895 

After  striking  these  1 822  pieces  the  reverse  die  was  kept 
in  the  vault  at  the  Mint  and  brought  out  again  in  1 828,  when 
additional  pieces  were  made. 

1822  B-l.  Rarity-3.  F-12 . 135 

1824  B-l.  Rarity-3.  F-15 . 265 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 395 

1825  B-3.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . 135 

1 828  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1828  B-3.  Rarity-4.  25  over  50C.  VF-35.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1,095 


This  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  certain  1822 
quarter  dollars.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a 
half  dollar,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  read  25C. 


1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 

1834  B-l.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray.  . 245 

1838  B-l.AU-50 . 495 
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The  Walking 
Liberty  Hall 

Dollar 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  credits  include  the  massive 
“Riders  of  the  Dawn”  carved  from  two  blocks  of  Indiana  lime¬ 
stone  weighing  40  tons  apiece.  Among  coin  collectors,  however, 
Weinman  is  best  remembered  as  the  designer  of  the  Winged 
Liberty  Head  dime  (better  known  as  the  “Mercury"  dime)  and 
the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar,  considered  by  many  to  be 
America’s  most  beautiful  coin. 

Son  of  a  shoemaker,  Weinman  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1 870  but  came 
to  the  United  States  as  a  boy  to  ,  ' 
live  with  a  relative,  a  New 
York  City  grocer.  When 
Adolph  showed  an  apti- 
tude  for  art,  he  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  as  a  carver  of 
ivory  pistol  handles, 
mirror  frames,  meer¬ 
schaum  pipes  and 
mother-of-pearl  pow¬ 
der  boxes.  He  later  at¬ 
tended  the  Cooper  In¬ 
stitute  and  the  Art  Students’ 

League  ofNew  York,  studying  under  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens. 

At  the  age  of  20,  Weinman  went  to  work 
in  the  studio  of  Philip  Martiny,  who  fos¬ 
tered  his  interest  in  medals.  He  later 
worked  for  a  succession  of  famous  sculp¬ 
tors,  including  Olin  L.  Warner,  Saint- 
Gaudens,  and  Daniel  Chester  French. 

In  1900,  Weinman  opened  his  own 
studio,  where  he  created  highly  acclaimed 
statues,  fountains,  architectural  deco¬ 
rations  and  medals.  For  his  efforts,  he 
was  awarded  silver  medals  at  the  1 904  St. 

Louis  World’s  Fair  and  the  1 9 1 0  Brussels  Interna 
tional  Exposition,  and  in  1913  he  received  the  gold 
medal  of  honor  of  the  Architectural  League  ofNew  York. 

In  December  1913,  U.S.  Mint  Director  R.W.  Woolley  invited 
Weinman  and  other  artists  to  participate  in  a  design  competition 
for  a  new  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  Each  artist  was  promised 
$300,  with  an  additional  $2,000  for  the  winners.  The  deadline  for 
entries  was  April  13,  1916,  and  the  winning  designs  were  to  be 
selected  by  the  Mint  Director  and  the  Treasury  Secretary,  in 


consultation  with  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts. 

One  newspaper  described  the  design  process 
as  follows: 

“An  idea  must  be  crystallized,  and  when  execut¬ 
ing  so  important  a  piece  of  work,  a  sculptor  finds  it 
hard  to  satisfy  himself.  The  first  idea  does  not  always 
seem  right.  Others  are  then  worked  over  until  a  final 
decision  is  reached.  Then  this  is  done  in  relief  on  a 
medallion  14  inches  in  diameter... 

“When  the  first  image  has  been  studied,  and 
perhaps  changed  many  times,  it  is  reduced  to  a 
medallion  five  inches  in  diameter.  From  this  a 
hard  bronze  cast  is  made  and  sent  to  the  Mint  in 
Philadelphia.  From  this  a  reduction  is  made,  this 
time  to  the  size  of  the  coin...” 

Elsie  Kachel  Stevens  reportedly  modeled  as 
Miss  Liberty  for  Weinman’s  entries,  but  the 
obverse  of  the  half  dollar  also  resembles  French  coins  depicting  “The 
Sower.”  The  winners  of  the  competition  were  announced  May  30, 
1916,  and,  according  to  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  the  designs 
were  “most  satisfactory  from  an  artistic  point  of  view.  ” 

Numerous  pattern  half  dollars  were  struck,  some  of  them 
differing  only  slightly  from  the  final  design.  On  one 
version,  Miss  Liberty  stands  taller  than  on 
the  production  half  dollar,  and  the 
inscription  “Liberty”  appears  di¬ 
rectly  over  the  motto.  The  eagle 
on  the  reverse  is  lower,  with 
“Half  Dollar”  above,  and  “E 
Pluribus  Unum”  below.  The 
obverse  design  of  this  pattern 
was  also  used  with  the  regular 
reverse  die,  with  or  without 
Weinman’s  monogram. 

On  another  pattern,  Liberty  is 
shorter,  the  date  smaller  and  the  motto 
lower.  Still  another  type  features  a  large 
date  and  beaded  borders.  One  pattern  is 
distinguished  only  by  its  small  date  and  the 
lack  of  a  monogram  on  the  reverse. 

n  the  1930s,  several  pattern  half  dollars 
were  found  in  circulation  in  the  Philadelphia 
area,  and  another  example  turned  up  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  Responding  to  an  inquiry  from  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  patterns,  a  Mint 
official  explained: 

“I  wish  to  say  that  the  coin 
which  you  have  described  is 
probably  a  pattern  or  ex¬ 
perimental  piece.  Your  de¬ 
scription  conforms  with  the 
original  sculptor’s  models  which 
are  at  the  Mint.  The  dies  for  the 
coin  described  were  destroyed  in  January'  1917. 

“There  is  no  record  of  the  number  of  the  experimental  pieces 
struck  from  this  design,  but  in  all  probability  they  were  very  few. 
They  have  not  seen  one  at  the  Mint.  The  sculptor,  Mr.  Weinman, 
submitted  three  variations  for  the  obverse  of  this  half  dollar  and  two 
for  the  reverse.” 

Mint  officials  hoped  to  have  Walking  Liberty'  halt  dollars  in 
circulation  by  July  of  1916,  but  the  deadline  proved  impractical. 
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TUB  V\  ALklNIi  MBBRTY  HALF  IHIITA  It 


On  June  6,  1916,  using  stationery  of  The  Buffalo  (New  York)  Club, 
W  einman  vs  rote  to  Chiet  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber: 

1  have  today  sent  to  you  by  express  the  remaining  three  bronze  models 
tor  the  halt  dollar  and  the  dime.  These  should  have  reached  you  long  before 
this  date,  but  unfortunately  I  had  been  delayed  by  the  founders  having  trouble 
with  the  first  casts,  which  made  necessary  another  set  of  casts,  as  well  as  new 
plaster  models. 

“The  casts  sent  you  are  very  good,  as  you  will  see,  with  the  exception  of  the 
obverse  of  the  half  dollar,  which  has  a  slight  imperfection  at  the  edge.  Please 
inform  me  whether  this  can  be  plucked  up  so  as  not  to  show  in  the  reduction. 

“I  expect  to  be  here  for  another  ten  days,  but  will  make  a  special  trip  to  see 
the  reductions  you  will  make,  before  my  return  to  New 
York,  if  you  so  advise  me. 

In  a  letter  dated  July  18,  1916,  Weinman  in¬ 
formed  Barber: 

“The  obverse  for  the  half  dollar  is  now  being 
reduced,  after  1  had  made  certain  modifications  with  Mr. 

Woolley’s  consent,  and  I  am  now  busy  with  the 
reverse. 

“I  am  much  troubled  about  the  pol¬ 
ished  background  of  the  two  coins  I 
have  here.  The  reflection  from  the  pol¬ 
ished  surface  is  so  intense  that  one  can¬ 
not  get  a  calm  impression  of  the  design 
at  all.  Mr.  Woolley  agrees  with  me  that 
the  background  of  these  coins  should  not 
be  polished  and  I  would  greatly  appreciate  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  you  in  the  matter.” 

In  September  1916,  newspapers  reported  theU.S.  Mint  was  “having 
trouble  in  making  satisfactory  dies  for  the  new  dimes,  quarters,  and  half 
dollars  furnished  by  the  Treasury  Department.”  Dr.  Albert  A.  Norris,  chief 
clerk  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  noted  that  die-makers  usually  had  trouble 
when  designs  were  prepared  by  artists  unfamiliar  with  the  mechanical 
requirements  of  coinage.  Referring  to  the  half  dollar,  Mehl's  Numismatic 
Monthly  liter  said  that  “smoothing  out  the  wrinkles  in  Miss  Liberty’s  dress 
and  keeping  the  die-makers  from  cutting  off  the  tips  of  her  fingers  took  seven 
months  of  the  hardest  kind  of  work. 

It  was  not  until  Junauary  1917  that  1916-dated  half  dollars  were  placed 
in  circulation.  Woolley’s  successor,  F.H.H.  von  Engelken,  wrote  in  his 
annual  report: 

“The  design  of  the  half  dollar  bears  a  full-length  figure  of  Liberty,  the 
folds  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  flying  to  the  breeze  as  a  background, 
progressing  in  full  stride  toward  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  carrying  branches 
of  laurel  and  oak,  symbolical  of  civil  and  military  glory.  The  hand  of  the 
figure  is  outstretched  in  bestowal  of  the  spirit  of  liberty. 

“The  reverse  of  the  half  dollar  shows  an  eagle  perched  high  upon  a 
mountain  crag,  his  wings  unfolded,  fearless  in  spirit  and  conscious  of  his 


power.  Springing  from  a  riff  in  the  rock  is  a  sapling  of  mountain  pine, 

symbolical  of  America.” 

Not  everyone  liked  the  design.  Ornithologist  Frank  M.  Chapman 
complained  that  Weinman  had  made  the  eagle  “a  terrestrial  fowl,  striding 
or  marching  on  the  ground  like  a  turkey-cock,  and  with  as  much  dignity 
as  one.”  Another  critic  said  the  eagle  looked  as  if  it  were  wearing  overalls 
and  marching  through  hot  tar.  Still  another  commented,  “Liberty  in 
sandals  taking  giant  strides  across  its  face  might  burn  her  toes  if  she  should 
step  one  millimeter  nearer  the  rising  sun.” 

However,  The  Numismatist  was  enthusiastic,  noting,  “At  last  we  have 
on  our  coins  the  great  American  eagle  in  a  natural  form.  As  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  half  dollar  he  is,  as  the  small  boy  would  say, 
‘some  bird,’  and  his  size  and  proportions  are  in  keeping 
with  the  greatness  and  power  of  the  country.!’ 

Loved  or  reviled,  the  new  half  dollar  was  a  must- 
have  item  for  collectors.  A  Jan.  26,  1917  press 
release  stated: 

“Reports  reached  the  Treasury  Department  to¬ 
day  from  numerous  sources  that  sharpers  have  been 
selling  at  a  premium  the  newly  designed  quarters 
and  half  dollars  coined  in  1916,  representing  that 
the  new  coins  are  rare.  To  correct  any  impression 
that  the  coins  are  rare,  officials  today  authorized  the 
statement  that  2,330,000  halves  and  62,000  quar¬ 
ters  were  struck  off  in  1 9 1 6.”  (The  actual  mintages 
were  2,130,000  halves  and  62,000  quarters.) 
Included  in  the  production  total  were  half  dol¬ 
lars  struck  at  Denver  and  San  Francisco,  identifiable  by 
a  small  “D”  or  “S”  on  the  obverse,  below  “In  God  We  Trust.”  It 
was  the  first  time  since  1 839  that  mintmarks  had  appeared  on  the  obverse 
of  the  half  dollar.  As  a  running  change  in  1917,  the  mintmarks  were 
moved  to  the  reverse,  near  the  rim,  where  they  were  better  protected  from 
wear. 

Half  dollar  production  fell  sharply  in  1 92 1 ,  a  recession  year,  making  the 
1 92 1  -D  a  key  date  in  the  Walking  Liberty  series.  No  halves  were  struck  in 
1922,  and  the  presses  were  again  silenced  from  1924  to  1926,  and  from 
1930  to  1932. 

The  first  Proof  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  were  offered  to  the  public 
in  1936,  after  presidential  advisor  Louis  M.  Howe  urged  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  to  resume  sales  of  the  specially  struck  coins.  However,  World 
War  II  forced  another  suspension  of  Proof  production  in  1942.  Six  years 
later,  the  ornately  symbolic  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  gave  way  to  the 
modernistic  Franklin  half  dollar. 

Weinman  was  probably  too  busy  to  pay  much  attention  to  the 
changeover.  In  1949  he  created  a  bronze  medal  titled  “Genesis"  for  the 
Society  of  Medalists.  The  prolific  sculptor  died  in  1952  in  Port  Chester, 
New  York. 


George  Tillson  Writes 


The  following  letter  from  George  Tillson  pertains  to  a  photograph  of 
a  gold-mining  dredge  in  Fairplay,  Colorado,  which  we  reproduced  in 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  103: 

“During  the  early  fifties  I  was  a  steel  salesman  in  Western 
Colorado  and  one  of  my  accounts  was  the  gold  dredge  company 
in  the  Fairplay  area.  The  company  had  a  rather  unique  name 
which,  at  the  moment,  I  just  cannot  recall.  I  used  to  visit  the 


company  each  month  and  in  fact  even  was  ‘on  board’  the  dredge 
several  times. 

“The  dredge  maneuvered  about  only  by  means  of  digging  a  ditch 
in  the  direction  in  which  the  dredge  was  to  be  moved  and  being 
floated  in  that  direction.  The  equipment  weighed  several  hundred 
tons  and  moving  it  on  wheels  would  likely  be  quite  impossible  unless 
disassembled.” 
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UNITER  STATES  SILVER  I’RINS 


Lili(‘ily  Sciilnl  (lnarlm 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  silver 

gray  surfaces . 875 

1 840-0  With  Drapery.  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned 
surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  year 
this  denomination  was  struck  in  New  Or¬ 


leans . 495 

1841- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  695 

1842- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 675 

1 846  VF-30.  Steel  -gray  toning . 59 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 


prooflike,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning. 
Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  1847 
quarters  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  .  1,950 

185 1-0  VF-30 . 725 

1851-0  VF-20 . 625 

1852  AU-55  (PCGS).  Scarce . 395 

1853/4  VF-20  (PCI).  Scarce  “backward”  overdate; 
the  undertype  figure  is  later  than  the  final  fig¬ 
ure! . 225 


Memorable  1853/2  Quarter 
1853/2  No  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  light  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  great  rarity.  A 
find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  ...  3,950 

Only  a  few  of  this  variety  were  produced  during  early 
1853,  before  the  enactment  of  the  Act  of  February  21.  Nearly 
all  were  melted.  Today  examples  are  prime  rarities  in  all  grades 
and  are  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1853  Arrows  and  R^ys.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 695 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,495 


1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  year  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 


without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,550 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 295 

1855  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 295 

1860-0  AU-50  (NGC) . 375 

1861  AU-58.  Steel  gray  toning . 150 

1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  in 

all  grade,  rare  at  this  level . 1,350 

1864  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  A 
beautiful  coin .  650 


1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this  ech¬ 
elon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  appreciate  this  beautiful  piece . 1 ,750 


1866-S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  well  struck  specimen  of 


a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  that  is  scarce  in  crwygradc, 
but  which  emerges  as  a  notable  rarity  in  EF  or 

finer.  The  specialist  will  like  this  one! . 1,950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1876-CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1878-CC  EF-40 . no 

1 88 1  MS-62  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Very 

rare  in  business  strike  form . 875 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age . 1,195 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue . 1,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 

trade  name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1 940s  and  1 950s, 
and  obtained  over  100  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

If  you  don’t  agree  that  this  coin  is  aesthetically  nicer  than 
any  MS-61  or  MS-62  coin  you’ve  seen,  just  send  it  back  for  a 
refund.  1  he  coin  is,  indeed,  an  impressive  example. 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  thoroughly  splendid  specimen.  Very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  in  a  combination  of  this  high  tech¬ 
nical  grade  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal.  895 

Just  1 0,000  business  strikes  were  made.  Today  such  pieces 
are  much  rarer  than  Proofs  (mintage  710)  as  contemporary 
collectors  desiring  an  example  of  the  date  bought  a  Proof  and 
ignored  business  strikes.  Thus,  the  survival  of  high-grade 
business  strikes  is  strictly  a  matter  of  happenstance. 

1888-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. .  995 

Barber  (lnarlm 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 135 

1893  EF-40 . 75 

1893-0  EF-45 . 110 

1894  Proof-63.  Attractive  iridescent  toning. ..  575 

1894  AU-53  (PCGS) . 175 

1895-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality!  Su¬ 
perb  frosty  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  with 
this  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal . 995 

1895- 0  AU-58 . 325 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 235 

1896- 0  AU-58.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains . 795 


1896-S  EF-40.  One  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  in 
the  Barber  quarter  series.  Light  gray-toned  sur- 


rarity  in  the  Barber  quarter  series,  the  prime 
challenge  to  completing  a  set.  T  his  specimen  is 

lightly  toned  and  is  very  attractive . 3,495 

1902  AU-55 . 295 

1902  AU-50 . 135 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-40 . 79 

1902-0  VF-35 . 59 

1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  small 
toning  spot  is  evident  on  Liberty’s  neck . 795 

1902- S  AU-55  (NGC) . 295 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 99 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905- S  AU-53 . 219 

1906- D  AU-55 . 185 

1907  AU-58  (PCGS) . 175 

1908-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 

1908-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1908-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  .345 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .575 
1910-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1912  AU-55 . 145 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 

more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor .  1,350 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

1913- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914- S  F-12 . 135 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 

Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 

set . 595 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 
Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  at¬ 
tractive . 495 

Slamlimf  Liberty  (lnarlm 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly,  this  is 
one  of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty  quarters  on 

the  planet . 1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 325 

1917- D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1917-D  Type  II.  AU-50 . 135 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding 

gem!  Rare  so  fine . 1 ,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-61  (NGC) . 195 

1917-SType  II.  AU-50 . 115 


faces.  Attractive  and  desirable . 

. 1,695 

1918  AU-58 . 

. 99 

1897  EF-40 . 

. 79 

191 8-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

A  beautiful  spar- 

190 1-0  VF-25 . 

. 195 

kling  gem . 

. 795 

190 1-0  VF-20 . 

. 150 

191 8-D  AU-55 . 

. 145 

191 8-D  EF-45 . 

. 99 

1901  -S  25<t  Rarity 

191 8-S  MS-64  (N<  .(  ').  Brilliant 

. 735 

1901 -SVG- 10.  In  this  grade  the  1901 

-S  is  the  key 

1 91 8-S  AU-50 . 

. 89 
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Coin  Quiz 

Common  Coins — A  Switch 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  United  States  coins 
that  are  plentiful  in  numismatic  circles,  a  switch  from  our 
usual  highlighting  of  scarce  and  rare  issues.  In  fact,  each  and 
every  one  of  these  coins  is  quite  affordable  today,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  numismatically  interesting.  Score  five  or  six  and 
you  are  doing  well,  but  perhaps  you  are  collecting  too  many 
“rarities”  to  recognize  a  common  issue  when  you  see  one!  Get 
seven  or  eight  correct  and  you  are  doing  very  well.  Nine  or  ten 
puts  you  in  the  “expert”  class. 

1 .  Among  Indian  cents  a  prize  can 
be  given  to  the  1 877  for  being  the  most 
famous  rarity,  or  to  the  1909-S  for  its 
low  mintage  of  only  309,000  coins,  or 
for  the  1864  with  L  on  ribbon  (the 
mintage  of  which  is  unknown)  for  be¬ 
ing  in  the  spotlight  for  a  long  time.  In 
contrast  is  this  Indian  cent — the  only 
one  with  a  production  figure  of  over 
100,000,000  pieces.  It  is: 

a.  1895. 

b.  1859. 

c.  1907. 

d.  1904. 

2.  Supposing  that  you  are  starting 
a  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars.  In 
MS-60  grade  you  will  find  that  this 
issue  is  at  once  the  commonest  variety 

and  also  one  of  the  most  poorly  struck.  No  aesthetic  winner 
here! 

a.  1921. 

b.  1885-CC. 

c.  1880-CC  Reverse  of ’78. 

d.  1895-0. 

3  •  In  terms  of  early  commemorative  half  dollars  avail¬ 
able  today,  this  one  is  the  most  plentiful: 

a.  1922  Grant  No  Star. 

b.  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition. 

c.  1926-S  Oregon  Trail. 

d.  1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposition. 


available  today  in  Mint  State,  this  one  is  the  most 
plentiful: 

a.  1883  Shield. 

b.  1883  Eiberty  without  CENTS. 

c.  1878  Shield. 

d.  1883  Liberty  with  CENTS. 

3  •  Three  of  these  Barber  quarters  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  rarities,  the  key  issues  of  the  design. 
On  the  other  hand,  one — you  pick  it — is  con¬ 
sidered  to  readily  available  in  Mint  State: 

a.  1916-D. 

b.  1913-S. 

c.  1896-S. 

d.  1901-S. 

6.  Among  modern  issues  three  of  t-he  fol¬ 
lowing,  while  quite  inexpensive  in  a  relative  sense,  are  known 
for  their  low  mintages.  One  (which  one?)  is  a  high-mintage 
variety. 

a.  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel. 

b.  1972-D  Clad  Eisenhower  dollar. 

c.  1970-D  Kennedy  half  dollar. 

d.  1981-D  Susan  Anthony  dollar. 

We  re  discussing  gold  coin  denominationsYicxe..  Which 
of  the  following  would  be  easiest  to  obtain  on  today’s  market  if 

you  sought  to  buy  a  group  of  100 
Mint  State  coins  in  one  transac¬ 
tion? 

a.  Gold  dollar. 

b.  $3  gold. 

c.  $4  gold  Stella. 

d.  $20  gold. 

8.  If  you  collect  trade  dol¬ 
lars — and  what  a  historical  series 
this  is! — then  you  won’t  have  to 
look  far  to  find  which  one  of  the 
following  four  coins?: 

a.  Mint  State  1876-CC. 

b.  Mint  State  1878-CC. 

c.  Mint  State  1878-S. 

d.  Proof  1884. 

9  •  In  MS-65  grade  this  coin  is 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  key  issues  of  its  series,  but  in  worn 
grades  it  is  one  of  the  most  common  varieties  of  its  era: 

a.  1955-S  Roosevelt  dime. 

b.  1881  -S  Morgan  dollar. 

c.  1 936-D  Washington  quarter. 

d.  1904  $20  gold. 

10  .  Among  early  American  coins  the  following  is  one  of 
the  issues  most  often  seen  in  Mint  State: 

a.  1773  Virginia  halfpenny. 

b.  1787  Bust  Left  Vermont  copper,  Ryder  15. 

c.  1783  GEORGIUS  TRIUMPHO  token. 

d.  1787  New  Jersey  copper,  Maris  56-n. 


4.  In  terms  of  19th-century  nickel  five-cent  pieces  E"0l  °'6  l:>'8  P'Z  l(T9  E  $  M'L  P'f  -M  -S^IdMSNV 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  (  DINS 


1919  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...495 


1920  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  a 
superb  strike.  One  of  the  very  finest  we’ve  ever 


seen  of  this  early  date . 1 ,975 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue . 1 ,450 

1920-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  light  gold  toning.  1,295 


The  1921  is  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  among  the  Type  II  issues  (1917  to  1930). 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Nearly  full  head  details.  Nuance  of  golden 

toning.  A  beauty! . 2,495 

1923-S  VF-20 . 375 

1924  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above  average  strike, 
but  still  lacking  full  features  on  the  higher 
part  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Brilliant  and 

frosty. .  235 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 155 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare 
so  fine! . 1,395 

1926- S  AU-55.  Nearly  all  original  mint  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  Attractive . 259 

1927  AU-55 . .,. . 65 

1927- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 

the  series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so 
above  VF. . 1 ,095 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1928- S  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.395 

1929  MS-64  Full  Head.  Brilliant . 325 

1929  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Lightly  toned.  145 

1929- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 149 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 815 

1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1930  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1930  MS-60.  Brilliant . 119 

Washinoliin  Quarters 

1932  MS-60.  Brilliant . 25 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q.  ...  895 
1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 


gorgeous  quality  coin . 895 

1932-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63.  Lustrous . 425 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 425 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 365 


1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1 79 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . ’"”"’159 

1932-S  AU-50 . *  ]45 

1934  MS-63.  Heavy  Motto.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Becoming  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  so  nice . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . "ZZ.’.325 

1934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 575 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1936 
Proof  set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall. 


1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1936-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 


While  the  1936-D  is  a  common  coin  in  worn  grades,  in 
Mint  State  it  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  Washington  se¬ 
ries.  In  1936  the  numismatic  community  was  busy  with  other 
focal  points,  namely  commemorative  half  dollars  and  the 
boom  market  for  them.  1936-D  quarters  were  forgotten  in 
the  rush,  and  years  later  it  was  realized  that  only  a  few  Mint 
State  coins  had  been  saved.  Thus,  a  rarity  was  created. 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Key  issue 

in  this  grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

in  this  grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 79 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

AU  Coin  Praised 

“Dear  Gail: 

“Thanks  so  much  for  the  two  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  coins  you  recently  sent. 
The  1917-S  Type  I  Standing  Liberty  quar¬ 
ter  is  lovely.  I  cannot  imagine  a  finer  AU-58 
coin.  Though  I’ve  not  explored  the  various 
Uncirculated  grades,  I  expect  I’d  prefer  this 
coin  to  many  MS-63  specimens! 

“I’m  having  a  blast  watching  both  my 
Seated  Liberty  half  dime  collection  and  my 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  collection  grow.  I 
like  having  two  projects  rather  than  single- 
mindedly  going  ahead  with  only  one. 

“Each  month  1  have  been  delighted  with 
your  selection.  I'm  always  pleased  to  know 
a  coin  is  on  its  way,  and  always  pleased  with 
each  coin.  Thanks  for  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  with  which  you  and  all  others  there 
make  your  decisions.  Thank  you. ”  — M .  H . 


1937-D  MS-66 . 185 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 150 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1939-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 62 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 69 

1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1 940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty! .  675 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

194 1  -S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  purchased  a 

small  group  of  sparkling  gems  and  offer  them 
for,  each . 99 

1945- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1947- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1947- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1948- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1950-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem!  . 650 


Curious  and  apparently  quite  elusive  variety  with  an  S 
punched  clearly  over  the  undertype  D.  This  die  was  made 
for  use  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  was  then  overpunched  and 
sent  to  San  Francisco. 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 525 

Half  Dollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  In  this  issue  we  begin  with 
the  first  half  dollar  of  1794  and  continue  over  a 
span  of  nearly  two  centuries  down  to  modern  times. 
Examples  of  the  1794  and  1795  Flowing  Hair  type 
are  presented,  followed  by  the  famous  and  very  rare 
1797,  a  selection  of  Draped  Bust  halves  of  the 
1 800s,  and  quite  a  few  Capped  Bust  halves  from 
1807  onward  (including  a  newly-purchased  group 
from  a  Colorado  collection).  An  1855-S  rarity  pur¬ 
chased  just  before  this  issue  goes  to  press  is  quite 
notable,  especially  in  the  AU  grade  here  offered. 
An  item  for  the  specialist  is  the  1873  No  Arrows 
half  dollar  with  Open  3  in  date;  only  a  few  are 
known.  A  gem  1873  with  arrows  is  probably  des¬ 
tined  to  be  a  part  of  a  type  set,  and  what  an  attrac¬ 
tion  it  will  be!  The  1874-CC  With  Arrows  is  rare 
in  all  grades;  we  offer  a  nice  AU.  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lars  include  many  different  issues. 

Basic  information:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1794-1836  are  described  by  “O"  numbers  as  de¬ 
lineated  by  Al  C.  Overton  in  his  book,  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
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to  Kirber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Cuule  to  Walking  l  tberty  Half  DolLir  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 


I  I (i»i ii i>  Hair  Hall  Dollars 


1794  Overton- 101.  Rarity-4.  F-12  (ANACS 

Cache).  Pleasing  light  silver-gray  surfaces.  First 
variety  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 2,495 

1795  0-109.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (NGC).  Attractive, 

lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
the  Flowing  Hair  design  minted  only  in  this 
year  and  in  1794 . 2,095 

1795  0-109.  Rarity-4  F-15.  Medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  ideal  type  set  coin . 1,275 

Famous  1795  Three  Leaves 
1795  0-111.  Three  Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 
ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 
Often  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  of  one  of  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination . 2,495 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin,  the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to  VF, 
and  very  attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG-10,  with 
some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment  marks. 
We  guarantee  you’ll  find  this  to  be  an  excellent 
value . 1,295 


Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Rarity 


1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned 
surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  series.  ...26,500 
The  half  dollars  of  1 796  and  1 797  (both  dates  being  of 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the  very 
rarest  of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by  design 
types,  this  issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series. 

A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


l)iaiM,il  liusl  Hall  lliilliirs 

1802  0-101.  VF-35.  Medium  lilac-gray  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  rare 
in  any  and  all  grades . 1,295 


Choice,  Lustrous  1805  50<f 


1805  AU-53  (NGC).  A  choice,  lustrous  specimen 

with  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 
Light  silver  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  An  outstanding  coin . 2,650 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces . 925 

1806/5  0-103.  VF-30.  Light  silver  surfaces.  .450 

1806  0-109.  VF-35 . 375 

1806  0-115.  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  F- 

15.  Boldly  repunched  TY  in  LIBERTY.  Five 
reverse  berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep 
golden  gray  surfaces . 255 


frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example 
for  the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  half 
dollars  of  1807  is  this  nice . 2,975 

1807  0-102.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  F-15.  Steel 
gray  surfaces  with  golden  gray  highlights.  259 

I'aiHHMl  liusl  Hall  Hollars 

1807  0-1 12.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215 

1 807  O- 1 1 3.  Small  Stars.  F- 1  5. (PCGS) . 275 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still 

remains . 935 

1809  0-102.  XXX  Edge.  EF-45 . 385 

1809  0-105.  VF-20 . 105 

1809  0-109.  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  lightly 

toned  surfaces.  A  high-grade  specimen  of  this 
early  Capped  Bust  half  dollar.  Not  easy  to  find 
at  this  level . 695 

1810  0-108.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 250 

1811  0-110.  MS-63.  A  sharp,  brilliant,  frosty 

specimen  of  this  early  issue.  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  quality.  . 1,795 

1812/1  0-102.  EF-45 . 475 

Technically,  this  coin  is  at  least  AU-50.  There  is  rela¬ 
tively  little  actual  wear,  and  much  original  lustre  is  present. 
However,  on  this  particular  variety  the  center  of  the  obverse 
die  is  ever  so  slightly  bulged,  accenting  the  appearance  of 
wear  (on  the  other  hand,  the  reverse  is  in  normal  relief  and 
can  be  easily  graded  AU-50  on  its  own). 


Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through 
the  lowest  stars  on  the  left. 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50<t 
Memorable  Quality 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous, 


Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 
needle  sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  we  have  seen  of  this  date,  and  certainly  Con¬ 
dition  Census  for  the  variety.  The  connoisseur 


Mary  Benjamin  Retires 


Recently,  Mary  A.  Benjamin,  of  Walter 
R.  Benjamin  Autographs,  Inc.,  wrote  an 
article,  “Fond  Farewell,”  which  marked  her 
retirement  as  a  leading  autograph  dealer, 
having  joined  the  field  in  1 925  upon  gradu¬ 
ation  from  college,  when  she  assumed  a 
position  with  her  father’s  business.  Now,  at 
the  age  of  89  years  and  nine  months,  she 
thought  she  would  call  it  a  day. 

Your  editor  visited  Mary  Benjamin  in 
1958  and  spent  an  interesting  half  hour  in 
her  office  in  New  York  City,  where  she 
patiently  explained  the  rudiments  of  auto¬ 


graph  collecting  to  me,  a  novice.  Since  then, 
I  have  formed  and  dispersed  several  collec¬ 
tions  of  autographs,  one  of  them  going  to 
Ken  Rendell  around  1960  and  launching 
him  into  what  would  become  his  career,  and 
another  going  to  my  former  business  part¬ 
ner,  Jim  Ruddy,  who  likewise  became  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  autograph  field. 

Mary  was  and  is  a  giant  in  the  field  of 
autograph  collecting,  and  her  kindness, 
wisdom,  and  knowledge  have  had  few 
equals.  Here’s  wishing  her  a  very  nice 
retirement. 
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will  love  this  one! . 2,695 

1812  0-104.  EF-40 . 215 

18120-105.  EF-40 . 215 

1813  0-106.  AU-55 . 495 

1814/3  O-lOla.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive.  Notable  as  the  only  overdate  half  dol¬ 
lar  variety  of  the  year.  . 1 ,800 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin . 995 

1815/2  Half  Dollar 

1815/2  0-101.  VF-25.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 
Excellent  definition  of  detail  and  exceptional 

aesthetic  appeal.  Always  in  demand . 2,250 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1817  0-110.  VF-35 . 159 

1818  0-108.  EF-45 . 265 

1818  0-1 14a.  AU-55 . 695 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Light 

golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

1819/8  0-1 04a.  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold 
toning.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 

overdate .  1,295 

1820/19  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Light  golden 

toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 1,395 

1820  0-105.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  having  satiny  lustre  and  delicate 
iridescence . 1,200 

1820  0-105.  EF-40 . 265 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 

1822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 619 

1822  0-106.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 135 

1822  0-110.  VF-30 . 95 


1 826  0-104.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 750 

1826  0-104.  EF-45 . 125 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 130 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 

1 826  O- 1 1 2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 625 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-118.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  deeply  struck, 
brilliant,  frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  toning.  Just 

purchased . 850 

1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 
pleasing  coin . 350 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 475 

1827  0-106.  EF-45 . 165 

1827  0-1 17.  VF-25 . 65 

1827  0-131.  VF-30 . 59 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1 828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 465 

1828  0-1 10.  VF-35 . 95 

1 828  O- 1 1 7a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 350 

1 828  0-122.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1829  0-1 16.  VF-35 . 95 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-101.  EF-45 . 119 


1831  0-103.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 

a  gnat’s  eyebrow  away  from  MS-60  (handily  skip¬ 
ping  over  AU-53  and  AU-55!).  Quality. . 365 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 545 

1832  0-115.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Light  toning.  A  splendid  specimen.  1 ,395 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 


toning . 359 

1834  0-103.  EF-45 . 119 

1834  0-1 07.  AU-50 . 235 

1834  0-1 07.  VF-35 . 65 


1823  0-107.  Rarity-2.  MS-62.  Condition  Cen¬ 

sus  challenger.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned. 
Narrowly  misses  the  low  end  of  the  Condition 
Census  (MS-63)  for  the  variety. . 1,025 

1824/4  0-110.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  very 
frosty. . 895 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 275 

1825  0-108.  MS-63  (NGC).  Deeply  frosty  and 
lustrous  surfaces  with  beautiful  light  toning 
make  this  a  “dream  coin”  for  the  grade.  How 
stunning  it  would  be  to  have  a  complete  set  of 
Capped  Bust  halves  to  match  this  one! ..  1 ,250 

In  instances  such  as  this  we  guarantee  that  upon  seeing 
a  coin  you  will  share  our  enthusiasm  and  excitement.  If  not, 
an  instant  refund  awaits  you! 

1825  0-110.  Rarity-3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  silver  at 
the  centers  changing  to  splendid  delicate  irides¬ 
cent  toning  at  the  borders.  A  visual  and  aes¬ 


thetic  treat! . 875 

1825  0-1 11.  AU-50 . 225 

1825  0-1 14.  VF-35 . 65 


1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 

1826  0-1 02.  VF-35 . 65 


1834  0-108.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters. 

AU-50.  Lustrous . 259 

1834  0-112.  Small  Date,  Stars,  Letters.  AU-50 
(ANACS  Cache) . 295 

1834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50. 250 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 
very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 


silver  surfaces . 1,350 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 

display  strong  lustre . 450 

1 835  0-109.  Rarity-2.  VF-35 . 59 

1835  0-110.  EF-40 . 95 


1836  0-102.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  .395 
1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  If  you  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 


toning . 1,750 

1836  0-1 08.  AU-50 . 395 


Gem  1836  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollar 
1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 

1838  VF-20 . 85 

1839-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Light  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces.  Consider  adding  this  to  your 
type  set . 595 

Liberty  Staled  Hall  Hollars 

1 839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 

than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 
toned . 795 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  pat¬ 
terns  were  made  in  1838). 

1840  Small  Letters.  EF-45 . 145 

1840  Medium  Letters.  VF-30.  A  few  marks.  .235 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 259 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 235 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  F-12 . 65 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1855/54  AU-50  (PCI) . 675 

1855  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lustrous  light  gray  with  faint 

traces  of  gold . 295 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40. 1101855-0  Arrows.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous.  An  exceptional 
quality  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans  is¬ 
sue.  Several  orders  rarer  than  1854-0  in  the  same 
grade,  and  yet  priced  no  more! . 1,975 

Notable  1855-S  Rarity 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very  few  of 


this  quality  exist . 6,950 

1856-0  AU-50 . 159 

1857  AU-50 . 149 

1857  EF-40 . 89 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85 

1860  EF-45 . 189 

1860-0  MS-60 . 435 

1860-0  AU-55 . 225 

1861  MS-60 . 435 
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1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Hall  Dollar 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  hall  dollar. 
Scott  restrike.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
An  excellent  addition  to  any  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  collection . 2,850 

In  1879  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine  secured  the  original 
Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar  die.  from  which 
tour  specimens  had  been  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in 
1861.  As  original  pieces  were  non-collectible,  Scott  sought 
to  satisfy  numismatic  demand  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  by  making  restrikes.  This  was  done  by  acquiring  500 
1861-0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  circulation,  grind¬ 
ing  off  the  reverse  design,  placing  the  resulting  one-sided 
coin  in  a  tight  collar  and  stamping  it  with  the  Confederate 
die.  The  result  was  a  flattened  obverse  (but  with  features  still 
very  clear)  and  with  the  reverse  appearing  quite  like  the  origi¬ 
nal,  but  with  some  weaknesses. 

1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  ...  675 

The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  un¬ 
der  federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


1865-S  AU-50 . 325 

1867- S  AU-50 . 199 

1868  AU-50 . 325 

1868  VF-20 . 135 

1868- S  AU-55 . 255 

1868-S  AU-50 . 225 

1869  MS-61 . 475 


1869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 


pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 409 

1869  AU-58 . 245 

1869  AU-55 . 219 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869-S  AU-50 . 375 

1871-CC  F-12.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 275 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 129 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3  Rarity 
1873  Open  3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Exceedingly  rare  variety.  Listed  but 
unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book.  This  is  possibly 
the  first  specimen  to  appear  in  one  of  our  cata¬ 
logues  of  coins  for  sale.  A  specialist’s  dream 
come  true . 4,195 

It  is  apparent  that  nearly  all  of  the  1873  half  dollar  coin¬ 
age  without  arrows  was  from  Closed  3  dies  made  early  in  the 
year. 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<f 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 
value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 

grade  type  set . 3,795 

1 873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 
struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces .  1 ,250 


1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Gorgeous  to  be¬ 
hold!  Quality! . 1,350 

Rare  1874-CC  50<t 

1874-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  toned  surfaces.  A  high  grade  specimen 
of  one  of  the  rarest  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 


of  its  era . 3,295 

1875  AU-50 . 175 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50<t 


1875- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 

gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece 
nicer  than  this  one! . 2,795 

1876  AU-50 . 185 

1876- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  prooflike  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  splash  of  golden  toning.  A  very 
beautiful  piece . 1,395 

1876-CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 
of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set .  925 

1876- S  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .695 

1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,625 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than 
the  regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning 
no  premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused 
by  die  polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1 ,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 
per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1 ,625 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem;  delicately 
toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  year.  . 1,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1888  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  rarity.  ....410 
1891  EF-45 . 175 


—  TO  ORDER 
CALI  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


ItailiiT  Mil  1 1  Dollars 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 
issue . 995 

1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem.  Virtually 

of  Proof-65  quality;  compare  and  see.  An  out¬ 
standing  piece . 1,565 

1894- S  VF-20 . 79 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 365 

1895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1897-0  F-12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes, 

the  10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with 
iridescent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted . 295 

1897-S  VF-20.  A  desirable  and  quite  rare  branch 
mint  issue.  Pale  golden  toning  on  attractive  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in 
the  recessed  areas.  A  great  addition  to  any  Bar¬ 
ber  half  dollar  collection . 495 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An 

outstanding  coin . 595 

1899  AU-50 . 349 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre  is 
still  intact.  Attractive  light  golden  toning.  375 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1903  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  When  we  saw 

this  we  bought  it  instantly  as  it  is  as  nice  as 
most  Proof-63  coins . 745 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1 907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 875 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 

1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395 

1912- D  AU-55 . 350 

1913- D  AU-55.  Much  lustre  remains.  The  reverse 

mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  the  MS-60  grade 
level . 345 

1 91 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 325 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  about  our  overnight  Federal 
Express  service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under 
$500;  FREE  above  that  amount.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  street  addresses  anywhere  in  the 
USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 
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l.iln'rh  Walking  Half  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Half  dollars  of  this  design  are 
always  popular,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice 
stock.  Our  offering  of  the  earlier  years  from  1916 
through  the  1 920s  is  particularly  extensive,  but  won’t 
last  long.  For  the  later  dates  see  our  individual  list¬ 
ings  and  also  check  the  Starter  Collection  we  offer 
at  the  end  of  the  series.  We  don’t  talk  much  about 
Franklin  halves,  but  they  certainly  are  popular  with 
our  clients.  I  his  wasn’t  always  the  case,  however. 
One  nice  thing  about  Franklin  halves  is  that  a  full 
set  in  choice  Mint  State  is  readily  affordable. 

Basic  information:  This  motif,  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed 
the  Mercury  dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  American  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916 
through  1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917 
(Philadelphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There  were 
no  pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  1933,  production  was  continuous  through 
the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  with  P-D-S  sets  be¬ 
ing  made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years  from 
1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety 
from  1933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offers 
quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels, 
all  lustrous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give  al¬ 
ternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 
1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue.  Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 

The  connoisseur  will  love  this  coin! . 1 ,540 

1916  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  pleasing . 310 

1916  EF-45 . 175 

1916-D  AU-50 . 195 

1916- S  AU-55 . 770 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,080 

1917  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 84 

1917  AU-55 . 78 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  2,285 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 

connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,285 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-55 . 268 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-40 . 1 65 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton- 


ing . ; . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  F- 1 5 . 35 


19 17-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50.  One  of  the 
key  issues  in  the  senes,  the  1917 — S  with  obverse 
mintmark  is  highly  prized  in  all  grades.  Only  a 

few  exist  at  the  AU  level . l  ,21 5 

1 9 17-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS 
Cache) . 1,215 

Gorgeous  19 17-S  Half  Dollar 


UsA  v  C 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 


ity!  . 3,195 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  EF-45 . 65 

1918- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,125 


Brilliant  Gem  1919  50<f 
Outstanding  Quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
very  nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever 
see  in  this  grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the 
MS-65  level  as  well.  Quality! . 3,745 

Frosty  1919-S  Half  Dollar 

1919-S  AU-50  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Much 

original  lustre  is  still  present . 1,735 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  If  you  look  care¬ 
fully  you  can  see  some  original  mint  lustre  in 
protected  areas . 895 

1919- S  VF-30 . 195 

1920- D  EF-45 . 465 

Classic  1921  Rarity 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series . 3,450 

1921  Half  Dollar  Rarity 
1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  ol  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest-m image  issue  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 


1921  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  lus¬ 
tre.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  classic 

issue . 2,425 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 

1921-D  Rarity 

1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 


An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  issue  in  the  series . 5,195 

Lustrous  1921-D  50C 

1921-D  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Virtually  full 
original  lustre.  Gorgeous! . 2,950 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 
1921-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Ample  original  lustre  still 
remains.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Rare 
in  all  grades . 2,725 

Low-Mintage  1921-D 

1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  1  ustre 
remains  in  some  protected  areas.  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage-wise, 
in  the  Liberty  Walking  series;  only  208,000  were 
struck . 2,250 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Medium  gray  surfaces  a  few  areas  of  deep  gray. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  rarity-laden  year.  ..4,650 


Liberty  Walking  Halves 

This  letter  is  from  a  Midwestern  client: 

“Dear  Gail: 

“Best  wishes  to  you  and  all  the  staff  of 
Bowers  &  Merena!  I  just  received  my  latest 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  shipment, 
and  as  always,  I  was  very  pleased  with  your 
choices.  All  three  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  fit  nicely  into  my  collection.  It  was 
really  nice  that  Mr.  Bowers  sent  along  a 
note  on  the  order.  I  know  he  is  very  busy, 
and  I  appreciate  his  taking  the  time. 

“I  have  been  following  the  Armand 
Champa  Library  Sales  and  have  ordered 
the  set  of  deluxe  hardbound  limited  edi¬ 
tion  catalogues. 

“Again  Gail,  thank  you  for  your  ser- 
vice. 

— T.A.B. 
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1923-S  EF-40 . 219 

1928- S  MS-60  (AN ACS  Cache) . 755 

1929- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 224 

1929-D  AU-50 . 169 

1929-D  EF-45 . 89 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCCS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 

lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 

has  it  all! . 2,525 

1929-S  EF-45 . 95 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<f 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 


gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,695 

1933- S  AU-50 . 182 

1934  MS-65  Brilliant . 409 

1 934  AU-55  (PCGS) . 35 

1934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 495 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

Gem  1934-S  50<t 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,950 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 799 

1934- S  AU-50 . 84 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1935-D  AU-50 . 63 


1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  2,235 


1935- S  AU-50 . 78 

1936  MS-65 . 169 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1936-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 610 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 252 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 78 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1937- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 217 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 570 

1937-S  AU-53 . 74 

1937- S  AU-50 . 70 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63  Brilliant . 545 

1938- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 1,735 

1938-D  AU-55 . 315 

1938-D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 315 

1938- D  EF-40 . 129 

1939- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 133 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1940-S  MS-64 . 90 

1940-S  MS-63 . 53 

1940- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 43 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1941  AU-53  (NGC) . 14 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1941-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1941-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  The  key  variety 

of  its  era.  Brilliant . 217 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1941- S  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 92 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-65-  Brilliant . 126 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 58 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1943- S  AU-55 . 27 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 76 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944-S  MS-65 . 665 

1944- S  AU-55 . 26 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  126 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 147 


1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1946-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 126 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1946-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1947-D  MS-64 . 60 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 


Special  Liberty  Walking  Set  Offer! 

Lustrous  Gems! 

STARTER  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high  grade 
collection  of  this  beautiful  series.  We  ll  select 
$1,000  or  more  worth  of  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  each  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-64  or  MS- 
65.  Your  net  price  is  $895.  In  addition,  if  you 
request,  we’ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on 
approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each 
piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guaran¬ 
tee  you’ll  like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality. 
Limit:  One  set  per  buyer. 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  ot  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — -and  dealers  buying  for  their 


clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau- 

tiful  of  all  American 

coin  desig 

ns. 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

98 

409 

1934-D 

295 

495 

1934-S 

799 

1350 

2950 

1935 

72 

290 

1935-D 

280 

1315 

1935-S 

810 

2235 

1936 

78 

1936-D 

155 

420 

1936-S 

225 

315 

610 

1937 

78 

252 

1937-D 

217 

525 

1937-S 

275 

570 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1938- D  570  685  1075 

1939  58  72 

1939- D  175~ 

1939- S  239" 

1940  65  140~ 

1940- S  53  490~ 

1941  59  126" 

1941- D  58  85  L35~ 

1941- S  H9  2T7  1350 

1942  46  58  L35" 

1942- D  72  108  224~ 

1942- S  58  92  595~ 

1943  46  126 

1943- D  78  175* 

1943- S  92  385 

1944  46  58  135" 

1944- D  76  129" 

1944- S  53  665~ 

1945  46  58  126" 

1945- D  53  59  135" 

1945- S  50  58  175 

1946  45  59  147” 

1946- D  59  126 

1946- S  50  56  135" 

1947  60  175" 

1947- D  50  60  L2<f 


Franklin  Hall  Dollars 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS) . 69 

1948  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 40 

1949-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 96 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Famous  scarcity 
in  the  series,  although  not  the  highest  priced  in 
this  grade . 165 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  MS-64  (NGC). Brilliant . 64 

1950- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1950- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1 95 1- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 190 

1951-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1951-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1951-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 35 

1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1952  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1953  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 154 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 


DISCOVER  BOWERS  AND  MERENA:  If  you 
like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you  want 
excellent  VALUE  for  your  money,  discover  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  or¬ 
der  today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  many  of  our  clients  have 
been  with  us  since  we  started  our  business  in 
the  1950s. 

1954  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 


1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  just  bought 
several  frosty  gems.  Add  one  to  your  collection 


f°r . 169 

1954-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1954-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1957  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 26 

1957  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1957  Proof-64.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of  these. 

Buy  a  brilliant  gem  for  just . 12 

1957  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  Buy  a  gem  from  a  small 

group  we  have  on  hand,  each: . 9 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1957  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1958  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1958- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 10 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1959-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1959- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1960  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1960- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 


1961  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1 961  -D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30 

1962  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1962  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1962-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 34 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 34 


1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  just  bought  a 
very  beautiful  group  of  gem  Proof  Franklin 
halves  of  various  dates,  from  two  or  three  to  10 
or  so  of  each  date.  The  present  listing  gives  you 
a  great  opportunity  to  start  or  add  to  your  set 


of  Proofs . 24 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Medium  brown-gray  ton¬ 
ing . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

1950-1964  Proof  half  dollar  set.  15  coins.  Brilliant 

gems . 695 

Knmeilv  Hall  Dollars 

1964  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


Liberty  Walking  Half 
Dollars  Go  To  War 

1941  to  1945.  Those  were  some  of  the  most 
turbulent  years  in  world  history.  Yet,  throughout  the 
struggle  of  the  World  War  II  years,  Miss  Liberty  strode 
confidently  into  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  on  the  obverse 
of  one  of  America’s  most  beautiful  coins,  the  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  select  group  of  Mint 
State-65  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  from  rhat  historic 
era.  Struck  at  the  venerable  old  San  Francisco  Mint 
the  height  ofWorld  War  II,  the  dates  include 
1941-S,  1942-S,  1943-S,  and  1944-S.  We  offer  you  gem 
MS-65  specimens  ol  the  above  dates,  each  certified  by 
either  PCGS  or  NGC,  and  each  hand-selected  by  us  to 
be  of  the  highest  quality  and  soundest  value.  1  here  is  no 
better  time  than  right  now  to  add  some  sparkling  gem 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  to  your  collection,  so  take 
advantage  ol  this  offer  while  supplies  last.  1  his  group  of 
four  coins  has  a  list  price  of  $2,995.00. 


Special  Price 


$2,695.00 
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As  we  go  to  press:  The  silver  dollar  specialist  will 
find  many  things  from  which  to  choose,  beginning 
with  the  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped  Bust  dollars  of 
the  early  years  continuing  through  the  Liberty  Seated 
series.  As  this  issue  goes  to  press  your  editor  is  work¬ 
ing  on  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  section  of  a  new 
coin  book — no  title  determined  yet — that  will  be  a 
combination,  sort  of,  with  much  new  material,  of 
the  former  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment 
and  A  Buyer  's  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market. 

Basic  information:  Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the 
most  popular  collecting  areas,  and  it  is  quite  pos¬ 
sible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878-1921)  head  the 
popularity  list  among  all  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1 794- 1 804  era  are  attributed 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers) 
and  are  listed  by  “BB”  numbers.  I  he  Bowers  text 
also  gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty 
Seated,  Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  in¬ 
cluding  much  history,  rarity,  and  price  informa¬ 
tion.  The  two-volume  set,  over  2,000  pages,  is  yours 
for,  net,  $1 19.20  plus  $7  shipping  and  handling. 
Only  a  few  copies  remain. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace 
Silver  Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George 
Mallis)  gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  con¬ 
cerning  history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(John  W.  Highfill)  gives  information  concerning 
market  prices  and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opin¬ 
ions  and  collecting  experiences. 

IlianiMl  linsl  Dollars 


1797  Bowers  Borckardt-72.  9x7  Stars.  Small 
Letters.  VG- 1 0.  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton- 


Try  Us  and  Youll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 


ing.  Scarce  year. 


2,095  1846-0  EF-40  (NGC). 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
date . 3,650 

1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse. 

15  stars  on  obverse.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces . 2,295 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  in  the  series. 
It  is  the  only  1798  dollar  with  1 5  obverse  stars,  and  the  Small 
Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin 
certain  other  silver  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  F- 1 5  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  ..  1 ,495 

The  second  of  only  two  varieties  of  1 798  employing  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1800  BB-196.  VF-35.  Collarless  die  state . 850 


Superb  1802  $1 


1802  BB-242.  Rarity-4+.  EF-45.  Light  golden 
and  gray  toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A 
superb  specimen  of  this  scarce  date . 2,750 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 
1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  quality. 
5,650 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


Important  1848  Dollar 


1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 
toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 
believe  you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650 

Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 

1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractively  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  diffi¬ 
cult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395 


Beautiful  AU  1855  $1  Rarity 


Lihniv  Sealed  Hollars 

Superb  Mint  State  1842  $1 
1842  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb,  frosty  coin  with 
plenty  of  lustre,  one  of  the  nicest  business  strikes 
we  have  ever  seen  of  this  early  date.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  and  with  a  nod  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  rarity  as  well,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
early  Liberty  Seated  dollars  to  come  on  the 

market  in  some  time . 4,300 

1845  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  dates  of 
the  era . 795 

On  the  rim  at  the  first  star  is  an  interesting  die  break  of 
the  cud  type,  not  extending  into  the  denticles  (no  extra  pre¬ 
mium  charged  for  this;  just  interesting  to  mention). 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces,  some¬ 
what  prooflike  if  viewed  at  a  certain  angle  to 
the  light.  A  great  rarity  in  all  grades,  indeed  a 
numismatic  classic  that  was  recognized  as  such 
shortly  after  it  was  made . 5,650 

Rare  1855  Dollar 

1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
One  of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues  in  the  series . 2,850 

Although  it  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by  modern 
cataloguers  (for  few  exist,  or  are  even  seen,  in  Mint  State  in¬ 
vestment  grade”),  the  1 855  is  a  prime  rarity  at  any  condition 
level.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  shipped  to  China  in  ex¬ 
change  for  goods  there,  in  the  era  before  the  U.S.  trade  dol¬ 
lar  became  a  reality  (in  1873). 

In  the  cradle  days  ol  numismatics,  in  the  late  1850s  and 
early  1860s,  within  .1  decade  of  its  striking,  the  lS’i1'  was 
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recognized  as  a  rariry.  Since  then,  it  has  received  little  notice 
in  print,  due  probably  to  the  paucity  of  specimens  on  the 
market.  For  a  detailed  discussion  see  Dave  Bowers'  book, 
United  States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 

Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 

1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 

An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of 300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

MS-63  1859  Dollar 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 

In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
toughest  dates  of  the  entire  series,  very  much 
underrated . 5,600 

Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  see  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 


dition  to  its  quality.  . 3,975 

1863  EF-40.  Extremely  rare  in  all  grades . 795 

1864  Dollar 

1864  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant  example  of  this  scarce  issue . 4,250 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  ...  1 ,450 

1866  AU-50.  First  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD 

WE  TRUST.  Light  silver  fields . 1,250 

1866  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  1,250 

1868  AU-50  (PCGS) . 895 

1869  AU-50  (PCGS) . 950 

Choice  Proof  1871  $1 

1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful,  brilliant  coin  with  a 
hint  of  attractive  toning . 2,850 

1872-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarce . 1,585 


The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  one 
of  just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary 
rarity,  and  the  1873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only 
available  San  Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 

1872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive.  Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  natu¬ 
rally  retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few 
scattered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark 
is  seen  at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 925 

Morgan  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borck- 
ardt,  and  Ray  Merena  have  been  buying  Morgan 
dollars,  and  since  our  last  issue  weve  added  hun¬ 
dreds  of  sparkling,  beautiful  coins  to  our  stock. 


Now  is  a  fine  time  to  start  a  collection  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  or  to  fill  in  the  blanks  in  the  collection 
you  already  have.  Either  way,  you'll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity  and  value. 

Basic  information:  Morgan  dollars  were  de¬ 
signed  by  George  T.  Morgan  and  were  produced 
continuously  from  1878  through  1904  and  then 
for  the  single  year  1921.  Production  during  the  early 
period  was  at  four  mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  City, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  In  1921  the  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints  were 
utilized. 

About  this  offering:  Here  at  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver  dollars  (minted  from 
1878  to  1921)  are  number  one  on  the  popularity 
list  with  our  clients.  And,  no  wonder.  Of  the  100 
or  so  standard  varieties  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
U.S.  Coins,  dozens  of  different  varieties  can  be 
bought  in  choice  levels  of  Mint  State  for  less  than 
$100  each,  and  many  other  choice  pieces  can  be 
acquired  in  the  $100  to  $1,000  range. 

If  you  would  like  to  begin  a  set  of  Morgan  dollars, 
we  offer  you  several  suggestions: 

1 .  Buy  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  as  you 
can  afford,  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The 
pieces  you  obtain  from  us  will  be  of  choice,  selected 
quality,  lustrous,  and  guaranteed  to  please! 

2.  Buy  one  each  as  above,  but  limit  your  expendi¬ 


ture  to,  say,  $200  per  coin.  It  is  surprising  how  many 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  you  will  be  able  to 
acquire! 

3.  Start  a  collection  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  minted  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to 
1 893.  We  like  these  a  lot,  and  believe  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  prices  are  really  attractive.  Within  the  Carson 
City  series,  a  good  way  to  begin  is  to  get  one  each 
of  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  We  have 
brilliant,  frosty  specimens  in  stock  ready  for  im¬ 
mediate  shipment. 

4.  Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  collec¬ 
tions  assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and 
Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  pleased 
with  the  quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and  the 
selection  we  make  for  you. 

Each  coin  will  be  brilliant,  frosty,  choice,  and 
aesthetically  desirable!  Each  set  will  save  you  a  lot 
of  work,  and  is  yours  at  a  discount,  too!  No  won¬ 
der  they  are  so  popular  with  our  clients! 

Special  Morgan  Starter  Set  Offer  No.  1 
Superb  Quality!  Discount  Priced! 

STARTER  SET  of  Morgan  silver  dollars:  A  great 
way  to  begin  a  high  grade  collection  of  this  beauti¬ 
ful  series!  We’ll  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to  1904 
era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 


A  Cache  Of 

Carson  City  Cartwheels 


While  Supplies  Last 

Just 

$795. 00 


Of  all  the  mints  in  U.S.  history,  perhaps  no  other 
excites  America’s  coin  collectors  more  than  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  This  icon  of  the  old  west  first  began  coinage 
operations  in  1870,  closing  its  doors  forever  in  1893  after 
just  24  years  of  coin  production.  But,  oh  those  24  years! 
During  that  period,  some  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in 
U.S.  numismatics  were  struck. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  are  the  Morgan  dollars  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  Overall,  Morgan  dollars  from  any 
mint  are  currently  among  the  most  popular  of  all 
numismatic  items,  and  their  popularity  increases  many 
fold  when  that  “magic”  CC  mintmark  shows  beneath  the 
eagle’s  tailfeathers  on  the  reverse. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  five-piece  groups  of  lovely  Mint 
State-64  PCGS  or  NGC-certified  Morgan  dollars  from 
the  Carson  City  Mint.  Each  group  includes  an  1881  -CC 
(mintage:  296,000),  1882-CC  (mintage:  1,133,000), 
1883-CC  (mintage:  1,204,000),  1884-CC  (mintage: 
1,136,000),  and  1885-CC  (mintage:  228,000;  the  lowest 
mintage  figure  of  any  Morgan  dollar  from  the  Carson  City 
Mint!).  These  dates  arc  a  solid  building  block  for  any 
Morgan  dollar  collection,  as  well  as  for  a  specialized 
Carson  City  Mint  collection.  List  price:  $884.00 
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63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  I  he  set  will  include  at  least 
two  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  specimens  from 
the  other  three  early  mints  (Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco).  Your  net  price  is  $895. 
In  addition,  it  vou  request,  we  ll  send  some  other 
pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  it  you 
wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask 
tor  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1.” 

Sorry,  no  dealers,  as  we  are  hand-picking  these 
and  spending  a  great  deal  of  effort,  and  giving  a 
deep  discount  too,  to  introduce  collectors  to  this 
series  on  the  theory  that  once  the  quality  of  this  set 
is  examined,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  will  be 
the  source  for  all  of  the  other  varieties  you  need! 

Advanced  Special  Morgan  Set  Offer  No.  2 
A  Marvelous  Collection!  Discount  priced! 

As  preceding,  but  we  ll  select  $3,000  or  more 
worth  of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years, 
1878  to  1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  cer¬ 
tified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  The  set  will 
include  at  least  four  or  five  different  CC  coins  as 
well  as  numerous  specimens  from  the  other  three 
early  mints  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco).  Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will 
include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  the  two- 
volume  book  set,  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia  (list  price:  $149).  If  you  already  own  the 
book,  then  tell  us,  and  send  just  $2,595  for  the 
coins  alone.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  well  send 
some  other  choice  Morgan  dollars  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special 
Morgan  Set  No.  2.”  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

Connoisseur’s  Special  Morgan  Set  Offer  No.  3 
Our  Finest  Special  Set!  Discount  priced! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set.  It  is  similar 
to  No.  2,  but  has  even  more  coins — each  one  se¬ 
lected  for  its  quality  and  beauty!  You’ll  get  over 
$10,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  dis¬ 
counted  to  you  for  only  $8,850  with  the  two-vol¬ 
ume  book  set,  or  $8,750  without  it.  This  set  of 
truly  choice,  brilliant,  lustrous  coins  will  propel  you 
into  the  “advanced  numismatist”  status  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series.  And,  if  desired,  we’ll  send 
you  some  additional  Morgan  dollars  on  approval, 
and  will  keep  a  “want  list”  showing  pieces  you  still 
need.  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  4 
This  set  consists  of  one  each,  1882-CC,  1883- 
CC,  and  1884-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63 
certified,  total  value  $232,  net:  $209. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  5 
This  set  consists  of  one  each  of  1878-CC,  1880- 
CC,  1881-CC,  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  1884-CC, 
and  1885-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63  or 
MS-64  certified,  total  value  over  $1,1 00,  net:  $995. 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 429 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  1  15 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  81 


1878  7  Failfeathers.  Reverse  ol  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1878  7  Failleathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 


1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  seven 
pieces.  AU  to  MS-63,  representing  the  first 
seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in 
custom  plastic  display  holder.  The  five  coins 
dated  1 878-S  through  1 882-S  average  MS-62; 
and  the  two  coins  dated  1883-S  and  1884-S 
are  AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when  ordering.  435 
1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful  gem!  Really  choice  MS-65  examples 
such  as  this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  find.  1,125 


1878-CC  MS-64  . 239 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 239 

1878-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 119 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 98 

1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 90 

1 878-S  MS-65 . 310 

1 878-S  MS-64  DMPL.  (NGC) . 235 

1 878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 68 

1 878- S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 52 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1879- CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Perfect  CC  mintmark. 

Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous.  Highly  im¬ 
portant  key  issue,  rarest  CC  dollar  of  the  early 
(1878-1885)  Morgan  series . 1,750 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  MS-60  (PCGS).  More 
properly  known  as  Large  CC  over  Small  CC. 
Brilliant.  Important  rarity  in  the  series.  A  frosty 

specimen . 1 ,485 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  AU-50.  Famous  rarity.  Bril¬ 
liant . 665 

1879-CC  Perfect  Mintmark.  EF-45.  Lightly 

toned .  345 

1879-0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! ...  570 
1879-0  MS-63 . 195 


1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Rare  variety. . 1 ,325 

As  discussed  in  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 

Shopping  Around 

“Dear  Friends  at  B&M: 

“I  have  been  working  on  a  set  of  98 
different  major  varieties  of  Morgan  dollars, 
and  I  now  have  26  of  them.  I  want  you  to 
know  that  I  have  bought  from  six  different 
dealers,  and  your  quality  has  always  been 
the  best.  Because  of  this  experiment,  I  will 
complete  my  set  through  you.  As  soon  as  I 
can  make  it  up,  I  will  send  you  a  want  list 
of  the  dates  I  still  need. 

“Just  thought  you  would  like  to  know 
how  I  feel  about  the  coins  I  have  received.” 

— D.C. 


this  issue  is  much  rarer  than  its  regular  (Reverse  of  70 >  conn 
terpart. 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. 


Rare  variety. . 147 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-S  MS-65 . 147 


1879-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...  147 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 67 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1879-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1880  MS-64 . 138 

1880  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1880  VAM-1 1.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant 

with  light  gray  and  golden  toning . . . 56 

1 880  MS-62.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of 
these  put  away  years  ago.  Each: . 32 


1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant,  sharp,  frosty.  Whenever  we  see  a  sharply 
struck  gem  such  as  this,  we  buy  it!  SPECIAL 


OPPORTUNITY: . 650 

This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1 878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce 

issue . 315 

1880-CC  VAM-5.  Rarity-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC. 
MS-65  (NGC) . 845 


1880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (PCGS) . . . 845 

1 880-CC  VAM-5.  Rarity-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-64  (NGC) . 345 

1 880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-64  (PCGS) . 355 

1880-CC  MS-65  . 699 

1880-CC  MS-64  . 290 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,675 

1880-0  MS-62.  Attractively  toned . 126 

1880-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 72 

1 880-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1880-0  VAM-1  a.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail" 
variety  (FS#  $1-005.1)  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypickers'  Guide  (available 

from  our  Publications  Department) . 425 

1880-S  8/7  MS-64  (NGC) . 69 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 395 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1880-S  MS-65  Prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  165 

1880-S  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1880-S  MS-64  Proofiike.  Brilliant . 75 

1880-S  MS-64  Prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...75 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1880-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1880-S  VAM-7.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  52 

1880-S  VAM-8.  80/79.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 52 

1880-S  VAM-1  1.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril- 
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43 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1880- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  an  arc  of  iridescent 
toning  around  part  of  the  obverse  border.  ...27 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1881  MS-63.  Attractively  toned . 43 

1881- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,060 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 510 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 252 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning . 255 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1 88 1  -O  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1881-S  MS-65  Prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant. ...  1 59 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  coins  in  the  set.  Buy  a  really  nice  one  for 
only .  43 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1882  MS-65 . 570 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,080 

1882-CC  MS-65 . 290 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1882-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  splash  of  light  golden  toning.  ..79 

1882-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 74 

1882-0  MS-65 . 989 

1882-0  MS-64 . 94 

1882-0  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Medium  golden 

toning . 94 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1882-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 

1882-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1882  O/S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 24 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1882-S  MS-65 . 147 

1882- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1883  MS-65 . 155 

1883  MS-64 . 67 

1883  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 810 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1883-CC  MS-64.  In  a  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant.  105 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  In  a  G.S.A.  holder. 

Brilliant . 89 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 76 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1 883-0  VAM-3.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant 

with  light  golden  toning . 32 

1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1883- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 

Brilliant . 560 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1884  MS-63 . 43 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1884- CC  MS-65 . 252 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 102 


1 884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1884-CC  MS-63  in  original  G.S.A.  holder.  Bril¬ 
liant . . 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . Z..A47 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . "Z'‘Z.67 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We’ll  send  you  a  really 
nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 

Each: .  43 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1884-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1884-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 259 

1884- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1885  MS-64  (DMPL).  Brilliant . 119 

1885  MS-64 . 67 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Golden  toning. 67 
1885  MS-63  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-63 . 43 

1885- CC  MS-65 . 570 

1885-CC  MS-64 . 280 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 259 

1885-CC  MS-63  in  GSA  holder.  Brilliant.  ...259 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 245 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1885-0  MS-65 . 147 

1885-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 1  10 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1885-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 59 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  acquired  a  nice 

group  of  these.  Buy  one  for: . 43 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1885- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 138 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1886  MS-64 . 67 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1 886- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 135 

1 886-0  AU-55 . 84 

1886-0  AU-50 . 70 

1886-S  MS-64 . 675 

1886-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1886-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1887  MS-65 . 147 

1887  MS-64 . 67 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1887-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 56 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1887-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 

1887- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1888- 0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 350 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 72 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 


32 


Mint  State  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 
struck,  too.  The  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  Morgan 
dollars.  First  order  gets  it  for  only . 11 ,000 


Key  1889-CC  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) .  2,950 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1889-S  MS-64.  Attractive  golden  toning  on  the 

peripheries.  Brilliant . 395 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147 

1889- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1890  MS-64 . 210 

1890  MS-63 . 45 

1890- CC  MS-63 . 459 

1890-CC  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 252 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 52 

1890-S  MS-64 . 210 

1890-S  MS-64 . 210 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 

1890- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 50 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 179 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 66 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 66 

1 89 1- CC  MS-64 . 699 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 350 

189 1-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1 891-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1891- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 749 

1892- CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 619 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce.  .619 

1892-0  MS-62 . 126 
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Build  A  Truly  Let  Us  Design  A  Program 

Meaningful  Collection  Tailor-made  For  You: 


IJ  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 


in  the  most  convenient  and  enjoyable  way — 
through  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Collection 
Portfolio  Program!  Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a 
type  set  of  United  States  coin  designs  in  copper, 
nickel,  silver,  or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan 
dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half 
dollars;  a  classic  set  of  commemorative  coins,  or 
any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  easiest  and 
most  economical  way  to  do  it.  Programs  are 
available  from  $100  per  month  upward,  and  can 
be  charged  to  your  credit  card. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  ideal  way 
for  you  to  explore  the  fun  and  excitement  of  coin 
collecting,  through  a  convenient  personalized 
monthly  program. 


©  You  decide  the  specific  grade  range(s)  you  want. 

©  You  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  each 
month. 

©  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest  coins  that 
come  through  our  doors. 

©  You  will  receive  a  special  members-only  discount. 

©  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by  your  personal 
account  representative,  Gail  Watson  or  Chris 
Karstedt  (working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers 
and  Ray  Merena),  who  will  get  to  know  you 
and  your  individual  collecting  preferences. 

0  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed! 
You  may  return  any  purchase  within  30  days 
for  an  instant  refund,  no  questions  asked.  And, 
you  may  cancel  your  membership  at  any  time. 


Let  The  Fun  Begin! 


I  would  like  to  collect: _  _  Monthly  Amount: 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 


Send  us  the  coupon,  or  call  Gail  or 
Chris  toll-free  at  800-222-3993  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  building 
a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection. 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


H 


Card  Number: 


_Exp.  Date:_ 


□  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 


ADDRESS 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


ZIP 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity.  1,595 

1892-S  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  . 950 

1892-S  VF-35 . 99 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 899 

1893  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  at  the  obverse  rims . 409 

1893  AU-55 . 224 

1893  AU-50  (PCGS) . 205 

Choice  1893-CC  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck, 
and  very  lustrous.  Delicate  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  its  beauty.  Last  of  the  Morgan  dollar  is¬ 
sues,  and  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  in  the  se¬ 
ries . }. . 3,165 

1893-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  and  de¬ 
sirable . 2,01 5 

1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  date . 2,015 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

beautiful! . 1 ,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,735 

1 893-CC  AU-50.  Rare  issue . 899 

1893-CC  EF-45 . 575 

1893-0  EF-40 . 199 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 950 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 


lustre  remain . 630 

1894  VF-30 . 295 

1894-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 210 

1894-0  AU-50 . 169 

1 894-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 
one  of  the  kfey  issues  in  the  series.  Quality!  560 

1 894-S  AU-55 . 252 

1 894- S  AU-53 . 232 

1895- 0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue . 935 

1895-0  EF-40 . 210 

1895-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 210 

1895-0  VF-30 . 155 

1895-0  VF-20 . 145 


See  the  book  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREAT  BOOKS 


Gem  1895-S  Dollar! 


1 895-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  in 
recent  years.  The  1 895-S  nearly  always  has 
heavy  bagmarks.  This  coin  is  a  pleasing  excep¬ 
tion.  This  coin  will  be  a  showpiece  in  any  ad¬ 
vanced  Morgan  dollar  collection.  Telephone  to 


reserve  it  for  only . 4,895 

The  two  most  egregious  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 
ries  from  the  standpoint  of  typically  being  bagmarked  are 
the  1893-CC  and  the  1895-S. 

1895-S  EF-40 . 425 

1895-S  F-12 . 155 

1896  MS-65 . 195 

1896  MS-64 . 67 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost, 
lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usual.  An  exceptional 

coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint . 2,125 

1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing . 835 

1896-0  AU-58 . 259 

1 896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains . 1 89 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Morgan  series.  Com¬ 
pare  this  quality  with  an  MS-64  coin  if  you 
can  find  one,  and  we  think  you’ll  find  this  to 


be  every  bit  as  nice . 1,595 

1897-0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level . 1,415 

1 897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  Mint 

State . 595 

1897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State. 

Lustrous  surfaces.  A  nice  coin . 595 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 175 

1897-0  AU-55 . 126 

1 897-0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 98 


1897-S  MS-65  DMPL(NGC).  Brilliant  with  some 


light  splashes  of  golden  toning.  A  very  attrac¬ 


tive  coin . 1 ,295 

1897-S  MS-64 . 98 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1897- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1898  MS-63 . 43 

1898  AU-50 . 20 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1 898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  uni¬ 


verse  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 

1898-0  MS-64 . 67 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1898- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1899-0  AU-50 . 20 

1899- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 232 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1 ,450 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in 
this  high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small 
group  (three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can 
offer  you  one  for: . 1,450 


The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in 
1 893,  but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in 
1885,  when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in 
1889).  Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and 
could  be  used  at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1900,  it  was 
realized  that  coinage  would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six 
CC  dies  were  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  branch  mints,  were  prepared),  overstamped 
with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans  for  use. 
Hence,  the  curious  1900-O/CC  overmintmark. 

1900-O/CC  MS-64 . 550 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims . 835 

1900-0  MS-65 . 147 

1900-0  MS-64 . 67 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1 900-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  From  the  Redfield  Collec¬ 
tion  as  MS-65  and  in  a  holder  so  marked. ...  189 

1 900-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147 

1900-0  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden 
toning . 32 

Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 
1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 


grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  and 

frosty  coin,  well  struck . 2,150 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 560 

1901  AU-53 . 315 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 295 

1901-0  MS-64 . 67 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 
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News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


THANKS  to  Craig  N.  Smith  who  recently  wrote  a  letter 
to  The  Numismatist  stating  that  he  had  been  collecting  for 
20  years,  and  found  that  “being  a  good  customer  to  a  few 
dealers  was  far  more  advantageous  than  being  an  occasional 
customer  to  a  lot  of  dealers.”  After  mentioning  John  Konrad, 
a  Seattle  dealer  not  far  from  Smith’s  home,  he  listed  us  as  the 
other  of  his  two  favorites,  “The  second  dealer  is  the  firm  of 
Bowers  and  Merena.  My  reason  for  choosing  it  is  its  reputa¬ 
tion  and  history  with  major  collectors.  I  guess  if  it’s  good 
enough  for  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  it  should  be 
good  enough  for  me.  Al¬ 
though  I  am  a  new  cus¬ 
tomer,  the  company’s  ser¬ 
vice  and  quality  have  been 
excellent.  I  particularly  like 
its  Rare  Coin  Review,  both 
for  the  coin  listings  and  the 
articles.” 

Jt  t  It 
THIS  ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT  is  (rom  a  recent  is¬ 
sue  of  Business  Week:  “Ev¬ 
ery  55  minutes  Old  Faith¬ 
ful  [geyser]  proves  its  reli¬ 
ability.  Its  performance 

record  is  impeccable _ Ev 

ery  second  of  every  day, 

Toshiba  products  prove  their  reliability.”  Memo  to  the  copy 
writer  for  Toshiba:  You  might  want  to  visit  Yellowstone 
National  Park  with  a  stopwatch  and  do  some  timing  your¬ 
self  of  Old  Faithful.  Or,  invest  in  a  long-distance  call  to  a  park 
ranger  and  ask  a  question  or  two.  The  last  time  we  were  there 
Old  Faithful  was,  in  fact,  very  erratic.  Sometimes  it  would 
spout  early,  sometimes  (rarely)  precisely  on  schedule,  and 
other  times  it  would  be  late.  Better  to  look  for  something  else 
to  demonstrate  the  reliability  of  your  products  unless,  of 
course,  they  are  like  Old  Faithful. 

It  ft  It 

NICE  AR  I ICLE  by  Susan  L.  Maltby  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Coin  World  in  which  she  addressed  the  problem  of  remov¬ 
ing  a  medal  or  other  item  encased  in  Lucite  plastic  years  ago. 
Her  recommendation:  “Remove  as  much  of  the  plastic 
around  the  medal  as  possible  by  either  carefully  sawing  or 


chipping  it  away,  and  then  with  only  a  thin  coat 
of  plastic  surrounding  the  medal,  apply  dry  ice. 
Dry  ice  has  been  used  by  conservators  to  remove 
accretions  and  adhesives  which  were  otherwise 
insoluble.  1  he  dry  ice  quickly  chills  the  plastic 
making  it  very  brittle.  At  this  stage  it  should  pop 
off  fairly  easily.’’  Every  once  in  awhile  we  will 
acquire  in  a  collection  a  medal  or  some  other 
numismatic  object  that  was  encased  in  Lucite, 
but  in  the  intervening  years  the  Lucite  has 
changed  dimensions,  warped,  become  discol¬ 
ored,  or  had  other  problems — but  we  never 
knew  what  to  do.  Susan  Maltby  went  on  to  say, 
“Every  treatment  has  certain  risks  with  it.  It  is 
important  that  these  risks  be  assessed  prior  to 
undertaking  the  treatment.  Consider  how  you 
would  feel  if  you  were  only  able  to  remove  only 
some  of  the  Lucite  or  perhaps  you  were  careless  in  cutting  away 
the  resin  and  nicked  the  edge  of  the  medal...” 

ft  t  It 

NUMISMATICALLY  we  remember  Benjamin  Franklin  for 
his  mottoes,  possibly  including  “Fugio”  on  the  1787  cent,  mean¬ 
ing  “I  fly,”  referring  to  the  rapid  passage  of  time,  and  various 
inscriptions  on  Continental  Currency  notes.  Now  comes  the 
news  that  a  re-creation  of  Franklin’s  1761  invention,  the  glass 
armonica,  consisting  of  four  dozen  crystal  bowls  of  ascending 

sizes  arranged  on  a  common 
shaft,  and  rotated — and 
played  by  touching  with 
the  fingers — is  making  a 
tour  in  the  United  States 
and  Europe.  Dennis  James, 
well  known  theatre  organ 
player,  says:  “It  is  precisely 
the  tactile  intimacy  with 
the  glass  enabling  the  direct 
influence  of  the  player  over 
the  sound,  and  the  sound 
in  turn  over  to  the  listener 
that  really  fascinates  me  as 
a  musician.”  (From  Pipes 
&  Personalities,  newsletter 
of  the  American  Theatre 
Organ  Society) 

*  jt  ft 

IN  1848  Pratt  &  Co.,  161  William  Street,  New  York  City, 
gathered  advertisements  for  a  series  of  guides  published  with  the 
date  1849.  The  New-England Mercantile  Union  Business  Direc¬ 
tory  bears  this  numismatically  significant  advertisement: 
“NORRIS,  GREGG  &  NORRIS.  Manufacturers  and  dealers 
in  wrought  iron  pipes,  and  fittings  of  all  kinds,  for  steam,  wa¬ 
ter,  gas,  &c,  &c.  62  Gold  Street,  New  York.  Mills  and  public 
buildings  heated  by  steam.  Tubular  boilers  of  various  sizes.” 
Well,  the  pipe  and  steamfitting  trade  must  not  have  been  as 
lucrative  as  expected,  as  by  1849  the  firm  had  relocated  to  near 
San  Francisco,  California,  where  they  minted  a  series  of  $5  gold 
pieces  said  to  have  been  the  first  territorial  issues  made  from 
Gold  Rush  metal. 

It  It  It 

TIME  WAS  when  your  editor  had  several  typewriters — one 
at  home,  one  at  the  office,  and  a  little  Smith-Corona  portable 
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lor  traveling.  Now  comes  the  news  that  Smith-Corona  has  filed  for 
Chapter  1  1 ,  citing  diminishing  typewriter  sales.  It’s  no  secret  that  the 
computer  has  almost  completely  replaced  the  typewriter.  In  1987  I 
bought  a  Macintosh  “MacPlus”  computer  equipped  with  an  early  ver¬ 
sion  of  Microsoft  “Word,”  and  about  a  month  later  completely  stopped 
using  my  typewriter.  Years  earlier — this  was  in  the  1950s — my  first 
typewriter  was  a  brown-colored  Royal  model  with  green  keys  and  the 
“Magic  Margins”  leature.  Eaton’s  “Corrasable  Bond”  paper  was  easier 
to  make  corrections  on  and  was  neater  than  XXX-ing  out  errors.  Then 
came  a  succession  of  IBM  Executive  typewriters  with  proportional 
spacing.  Then  came  an  early  model  of  the  IBM  Selectric.  Then  came 
later  Selectrics  and  at  one  time  a  tape-driven  IBM  MTSC  typewriter- 
computer-typesetter  that  was  a  lot  ol  fun  to  operate,  but  which  required 
hand-pasting  to  correct  errors.  Then  the  Macintosh.  My  present  de¬ 
vice  is  a  Macintosh  PowerBook  540c,  which  weighs  just  a  few  pounds 
and  contains  working  notes  for  several  books  in  the  thinking  and  plan¬ 
ning  stages,  plus  a  lot  of  “coming  attractions”  for  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  and  the  Coin  Collector.  _ 

There  is  one  thing  I  give  the 
typewriter  credit  for:  As  it  was 
not  forgiving  of  errors,  and 
changes  took  a  lot  of  time  to 
make,  I  did  a  lot  more  think¬ 
ing  before  hitting  the  keys. 

Probably,  if  this  paragraph 
had  been  typed  on  my  old 
Royal  back  in  the  early  1950s 
it  would  be  shorter  and  better 
thought  out.  Progress. 

*  *  * 

1995  MARKS  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  acceptance 
of  the  metric  system  in  France. 

“The  bicentenary  of  the  metric  system  allowing  weights  and  measures 
to  be  measured  out  on  a  simple  decimal  system  is  being  celebrated  by 
a  rather  mingy  exhibition  at  the  noble  Archives  de  France,  on  whose 
terrace  some  of  the  triangulations  leading  to  the  new  system  were  noted. 
Center  of  the  show  is  the  standard  meter,  a  slim  bar  in  platinum,  the 
metal  least  subject  to  alteration  by  heat  or  cold.  It  was  the  standard  from 
which  copies  were  made  and  the  fact  that  it  is  0.2  millimeters  shorter 
than  it  should  be  (and  the  standard  kilo  was  later  proved  to  be  27 
milligrams  too  heavy)  does  not  diminish  its  value.”  ( International 
Herald  Tribune)  Today  in  1995  the  United  States  stands  virtually  alone 
among  larger  countries  in  its  adherence  to  the  old  British  system  of 
pounds  and  feet,  despite  the  statement  a  decade  or  so  ago  that  America 
would  go  decimal.  Coinage  has  been  decimal  (more  or  less)  for  a  long 
time,  since  the  1790s  in  fact.  However,  in  the  coin  and  currency  sys¬ 
tem  there  are  numerous  discrepancies.  For  example,  today  we  have  a 
$20  paper  bill,  but  a  25<£  coin,  whereas  it  would  seem  more  logical 
either  to  have  a  20<f  coin  and  a  $20  bill,  or  a  25<£  coin  and  a  $25  bill. 
And,  in  the  past,  no  one  could  ever  quite  figure  out  why  the  United 
States  needed  at  the  same  time  a  $2.50  gold  coin  and  a  $3  gold  coin. 

A  A  It 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  FRIEND  who  would  enjoy  receiving  this 
little  periodical?  If  so,  please  drop  your  editor  (QDB)  a  postcard  or 
note  and  I’ll  send  a  copy  of  our  latest  issue  to  your  friend  with  a  note 
saying  that  it  is  with  your  compliments.  Over  the  years  we  have  found 
that  there  is  no  better  way  to  get  new  clients  than  by  the  recommen¬ 


dations  of  our  present  clients.  Thank  you. 

t,  it  A 

PRIVATE  MEMO  to  David  Stagg:  Thank  you  for  the  Objects  oj 
Desire  book  by  I  hatcher  Freund.  I  read  it  cover  to  cover  on  a  recent 
flight  to  Colorado.  Very  interesting,  especially  the  comment  about  coin 
dealers  on  page  186. 

A  A  A 

HELEN  BOIARDI,  Cleveland  restaurateur,  died  recently  at  age 
90.  You  know  her  as  Chef  Boy-ar-dee  whose  phoneticized  name  is 
famous  on  a  line  of  canned  spaghetti,  ravioli,  and  other  Italian-style 
goodies.  As  a  kid  your  editor  enjoyed  many  cans  of  the  tasty  stuff  as 
snacks  after  school. 

AAA 

NIXON  POSTAGE  STAMPS  are  the  “slowest-selling  design  in 
memory,  according  to  Time  magazine.  1  his  probably  means  that  we 
will  not  have  any  Nixon  commemorative  coins. 

AAA 


THE OTHER  DAY 

a  mother  raccoon  and 
her  five  little  racoonlets 
(or  whatever  they  are 
called)  decided  to  inves¬ 
tigate  a  garbage  can  in 
your  editor’s  garage.  A 
car  arrived,  and  the 
mother  ran  off  quickly, 
only  to  have  second 
thoughts  and  come  back 
to  see  how  her  young¬ 
sters  were  doing.  Then 
all  six  raccoons  ran  off 
into  the  woods.  Else¬ 
where  on  the  nature 
scene,  your  editor’s  wife,  Christie,  became  the  stepmother  to  a  recently 
hatched  finch  that  was  ejected  from  its  nest  by  its  mother.  The  little 
bird,  about  the  size  of  a  peanut  and  with  its  eyes  closed,  grew  rapidly 
on  baby  formula  fed  every  hour  or  two.  Within  three  weeks  it  flapped 
its  fledgling  wings  and  flew  off  into  a  nearby  birch  tree.  Soon  it  found 
a  bird  friend.  (Now,  isn’t  this  news  a  refreshing  change  from  coin  grad¬ 
ing  discussions?) 

AAA 

THERE  ARE  MANY  WAYS  clients  have  learned  about  us,  but  this 
one’s  more  unusual  than  most.  At  a  recent  auction  of  furniture  a  col¬ 
lector  of  antiques  bid  on  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  upon  examining  his 
prize  found  in  a  compartment  a  couple  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  cata¬ 
logues  printed  years  ago.  He  wrote  to  see  if  this  magazine  was  still  be¬ 
ing  published,  we  sent  him  the  latest  copy,  and  at  last  word  he  is  on 
the  way  to  becoming  a  coin  collector  and  customer! 

A  A  A 

IS  SOMETHING  MISSING  from  what  we  American  citizens  are 
being  told  about  the  “barriers”  American  car  manufacturers  face  when 
trying  to  market  their  products  in  Japan?  According  to  recent  issue  of 
The  Economist ,  Japanese  drivers  like  right-hand  drive  cars,  while,  for 
example,  ALL  General  Motors  models  offered  in  Japan  have  left-hand 
drives,  while  Ford  and  Chrysler  each  offer  only  one  model  w  ith  right- 
hand  drive.  In  your  editor’s  opinion  one  doesn't  have  to  have  a  degree 
from  the  Harvard  Business  School  to  figure  out  at  least  one  reason  why 
sales  are  slow! 
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I  \ITEII  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1901- 0  EF-45 . 14 

UH)l-S  AU-58 . 182 

1402  MS-64 . 126 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 609 

1902-0  MS-65 . 155 

1902-0  MS-63 . 43 

1902-0  Breen-5692.  MS-63  (AN ACS  Cache). 

Delicate  iridescent  toning . 43 

1902-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1902-0  MS-61.  Lightly  toned . 28 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 290 

1902- S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65 . 268 

1903  MS-64 . 78 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1903  MS-62.  Brilliant . 43 

1903- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 194 

1903-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 395 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 325 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1904-0  MS-64  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 75 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 595 

1904-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce . 595 

1904-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 199 

1904-S  VF-35 . 119 

1921  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,185 

1921  MS-65 . 155 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1921-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 40 

1921-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 26 


Homan  Silver  Dollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

90 

224 

1025 

1 878  7/8  TF 

429 

1878  7  TF 

138 

1080 

1 878-CC 

119 

239 

1125 

1878-S 

44 

68 

310 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1879 

119 

935 

1879-0 

195 

570 

1879-S 

43 

67 

147 

1880 

56 

138 

1025 

1880-CC 

195 

290 

699 

1880-0 

439 

1675 

1880-S 

43 

67 

147 

1881 

43 

108 

1881-CC 

252 

285 

510 

1881-0 

52 

1881-S 

43 

67 

147 

1882 

43 

67 

1882-CC 

79 

112 

290 

1882-0 

94 

989 

1882-S 

43 

67 

147 

1883 

67 

155 

1883-CC 

76 

105 

245 

1883-0 

43 

67 

210 

1884 

43 

67 

315 

1884-CC 

84 

102 

252 

1884-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885 

43 

67 

147 

1885-CC 

259 

280 

570 

1885-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885-S 

195 

469 

1886 

43 

67 

147 

1886-S 

290 

675 

1887 

43 

67 

147 

1887-0 

135 

429 

1887-S 

175 

630 

1888 

43 

67 

224 

1888-0 

43 

72 

560 

1888-S 

280 

685 

1889 

43 

67 

429 

1889-0 

259 

699 

1889-S 

205 

395 

1890 

45 

210 

1890-CC 

455 

899 

1890-0 

225 

1890-S 

68 

210 

865 

1891 

179 

785 

1891-CC 

350 

699 

1891-0 

899 

1892 

350 

749 

1892-0 

650 

1893-CC 

3165 

1894-S 

935 

1896 

43 

67 

195 

1896-S 

1595 

1897 

67 

350 

1897-S 

72 

98 

630 

1898 

259 

1898-0 

43 

67 

147 

1898-S 

280 

1899 

119 

195 

699 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1899-0 

43 

67 

147 

1899-S 

269 

550 

1900 

67 

232 

1900-0 

43 

67 

147 

1900-O/CC 

385 

550 

1450 

1900-S 

189 

375 

1901-0 

43 

67 

259 

1901-S 

899 

1902 

126 

665 

1902-0 

43 

67 

155 

1902-S 

589 

1903 

78 

268 

1903-0 

205 

217 

429 

1904 

645 

1904-0 

43 

67 

147 

1904-S 

1950 

1921  Morgan 

155 

1921-D 

40 

65 

455 

1921-S 

44 

175 

IVacc  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  If  you  are  not  buying  Peace 
dollars,  how  about  selling  us  some?  We  are  always 
eager  to  buy.  If  you’re  a  buyer,  check  what  we  have 
to  offer. 

Basic  information:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades 


of  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 510 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1921  MS-60.  Brilliant . 140 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64.  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1 922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1 804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful 
in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rarity 
and  desirability.  . 49,500 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W.  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Re¬ 
lief  dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not 
released.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from  the 
business  strike  production. 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1922  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 
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1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1923  MS-61.  Brilliant . 23 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,795 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 340 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central 

devices . 495 

1924- S  MS-61 . 175 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1925-S  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 63 

1925- S  AU-55 . 41 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1926- S  MS-64 . 210 

Notable  Quality  1927  $1 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  gem!  . 2,725 

1927- D  MS-61 . 155 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 

been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre 
and  quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  specimen  of 
this  rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be  delighted!  A 
sparkling  beauty.  Only  a  few  left  for,  each:  155 

1927- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 98 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 

iny  surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 
mintage  regular  Issue  in  the  series . 350 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade 


level . 

1928-S  MS-63 . 

1928-S  AU-50 . 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant 
1934  MS-64.  Brilliant 
1934  MS-63.  Brilliant 
1934  MS-62.  Brilliant 
1934  MS-62  (NGC).. 


1,325 

...369 

. 43 

1,450 
,..259 
....  126 

. 90 

. 90 


1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 92 

Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 
1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece 

of  your  collection . 3,845 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  The  coin 


A  Nice  Silver  Dollar 

“Hi  Gail  [Watson], 

“Many  thanks  for  forwarding  the  1 926- 
S  Peace  dollar.  It  came  as  a  complete  sur¬ 
prise,  and  quite  honestly  I  had  given  up 
trying  to  find  one.  The  obverse  is  just  about 
perfect,  and  the  reverse  is  very  nice  as  well. 
It  looks  good  in  my  collection!  Enclosed  is 
my  check  to  cover  the  cost. 

“Thanks  again  for  your  help. 

“Best  regards,” 

— H.B. 


of  the  series . ]  995 

1934-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  frosty,  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  the  most  wanted  mintmark 

issue  in  the  series . 1,485 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  I  he  reverse  is  even 

finer .  1,315 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 495 

1934- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  with  nearly 

full  original  lustre . 495 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1935- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1 35 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagle’s  tail.  AU-50.  Bril¬ 
liant . 76 


Peace  Dollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1921 

275 

510 

1922 

30 

60 

189 

1922-D 

40 

72 

610 

1922-S 

350 

1923 

30 

60 

189 

1923-D 

1795 

1923-S 

455 

1924 

30 

210 

1924-S 

495 

1925 

63 

195 

1925-S 

126 

675 

1926 

560 

1926-D 

252 

945 

1926-S 

210 

1215 

1927 

360 

2725 

1927-D 

259 

770 

1927-S 

224 

875 

1928 

350 

2650 

1928-S 

369 

1325 

1934 

259 

1450 

1935 

205 

899 

1935-S 

275 

439 

1150 

Trade  hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  selection  of  trade  dollars 
includes  several  very  rare  and  very  beautiful  Proofs, 
some  nice  Mint  State  issues,  and  others.  Our  offer¬ 
ing  is  particularly  extensive,  and  we  invite  you  to 
take  advantage  of  some  truly  unusual  opportunities. 


Basic  information:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for  cir 
culation  from  1 873- 1 878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish 
after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offering  many 
purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of  this  series 
is  ably  and  interestingly  chronicled  in  The  United 
States  Trade  Dollar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out  of 
print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  contains  detailed  studies  on  each  date  and 
mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled  together 
with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of 
the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from 
1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins, 
heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impres¬ 
sive  display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

•  Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends 
below  LIBERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

•  Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends 
below  LIBERTY  point  downward. 

•  Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under 
eagle’s  claw. 

•  Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  un¬ 
der  eagle’s  claw. 

Rarest  Early  Proof  Trade  $1 
1873  Proof-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  deeply 
mirrorlike.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest 
(in  terms  of  specimens  surviving  today)  Proof 
issue  of  the  1 873-1883  trade  dollar  series.  First 

year  of  issue . 2,695 

1873  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ...  1,850 

1 873  VF-30.  Small  chopmark  on  the  reverse,  indi¬ 
cating  actual  use  in  the  Orient . 175 

Rare  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
1873-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Certainly  one  of  the  rarest  and  most  desirable 
business  strike  issues  in  the  trade  dollar  series. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector.  . 4,440 

Superb  Proof  1874  Trade  $1 

1 874  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  delicately 

toned,  of  the  second  rarest  (after  1 873)  trade  dol¬ 
lar  of  the  Proof  1873-1883  series . 2,595 

1874  Proof-60  (PCGS) . 1,195 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  in  collections  today, 
the  1874  is  the  second  rarest  (1873  is  rarest)  Proof  trade 
dollar  of  the  1873  to  1883  dates. 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type”  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you've  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There's  no  obligation 
to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  if  you  desire. 
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Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena 

Get  Top  Dollar  for  Your  Coins ! 


Dr 
Dire \ 


WHEN  THE  TIME  COMES  for 

you  to  sell,  you  deserve  the  best — 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena. 
Whether  your  collection  is  worth 
several  thousand  dollars  or  several 
million  dollars,  we  can  realize  for 
you  the  highest  possible  market 
price !  Your  coins  will  be  show¬ 
cased  to  our  worldwide  mailing  list 
in  our  Grand  Format  '1  catalogue, 
prepared  under  the  personal 
supervison  of  Q.  David  Bowers. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  push  the 
buttons  (on  your  telephone) — we  will  do  the  rest. 

An  Unsurpassed  Record 
of  Auction  Success! 

Auction  Records:  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that 

of  the  three  largest  collections  of  United  States  coins 
ever  catalogued  and  sold  at  auction,  all  three  were 
handled  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  Of  the  top  ten 
world’s  auction  prices  for  a  United  States  coin,  we 
hold  six  (our  nearest  competitors  hold  two,  one,  and 
one  respectively). 

FINANCIAL  INTEGRITY:  Our  finan¬ 
cial  integrity,  performance, 
and  ethical  manner  of  doing 
business  are  unsurpassed  by 
anyother  firm.  Over  the  years 
we  have  sold  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins 
for  well  over  10,000  collectors, 
dealers,  museums,  institutions, 
agencies,  and  numerous  other  im¬ 
portant  organizations,  with  every 
payment  made  promptly  and  in  full. 


AWARDS:  While  we  are  never  content  to  rest  on 
our  laurels,  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  has  received  more  awards  from  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild,  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild,  and 
the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  for  its  catalogues, 
books,  and  publications  than 
have  all  of  our  competitors 
combined. 


Pt.  V-BCilSt  t 


c 


Acclaimed  1822  Half  Eagle 


mu. 


PERSONAL  AWARDS:  Q. 

David  Bowers,  Chairman  of 
Bowers  and  Merena,  has  received  the  top  honors 
given  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in¬ 
cluding  the  Farran  Zerbe  Memorial  Award  (the 
highest  honor),  the  Hall  of  Fame  recognition,  and 
more.  He  has  also  received  the  highest  honor  given  by 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild — the  Founders 
Award.  Further,  he  has  been  president  of  both  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild. 

When  you  deal  with  bowers  and 

MERENA,  you  deal  with  a  Firm  with  an  unequaled 
record  of  success.  Let  our  success  be  your  success 
when  it  comes  to  auction  ing  your  coins. 

Whether  you  have  a  small 
personal  collection,  or  a 
collection  worth  $25  mil¬ 
lion,  when  you  select  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  you  are  as¬ 
sured  of  getting  the  finest 
quality  presentation,  the  fin¬ 
est  net  bottom  line  financial 
results,  and  the  finest  personal 
attention  to  your  needs.  Call 
us — we  ll  do  the  rest. 


THi 


^SACI 


SOOETy 


Toll-Free  1 -800-458-4646  •  INNH  569-5095  •  FAX  603-569-5319 


UNITED  STATEN  SIEVEI!  COINS 


1874-CC  EF-40.  Chopmarked . 160 

Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly 
toned  specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a 
rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we 
have  seen  in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years.  The 
trade  dollar  specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this 
one . 4,650 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarked  trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples 
were  rapidly  circulated  in  America  and,  especially  in  the 
Orient. 

1874-S  Large  Mintmark 
1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.2,350 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them.  * 

1874- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S  mintmark.  595 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 
1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned 
and  very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one!  .2,295 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 995 

Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

1 875-SType  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 


specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 

Notable  1876-CC  Rarity 

1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  In 
our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike 
trade  dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation.  .6,950 

Superb  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 


frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su- 


perb  coin! . 

. 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 

. 650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 

. 675 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 

. 295 

1 876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus- 

trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 

. 595 

1876- S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 

lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 
higher  grades . 1 ,495 

1877  MS-62 . 695 

1877- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,550 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Gem  1878  Rarity 

1878  Proof-64.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ol  gold 

toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  rar- 
ity. ..  . .  3,350 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Im¬ 
portant  and  beautiful.  Proof-only  issue.  3,350 


1 878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray 
over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter 
a  somewhat  scarce  characteristic  for  this  is¬ 
sue .  1,350 

1 878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 

and  lustrous . 995 

1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A 
very  popular  Proof-only  issue . 1,795 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever  find  in  any 

grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only  date . 3,350 

1 880  Proof-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  despite 
some  time  seemingly  spent  in  circulation  but, 
more  likely,  simply  jingled  together  with  fam¬ 
ily  effects  over  the  years . 1,150 

In  1880,  and  for  decades  thereafter,  no  trade  dollars  cir¬ 
culated  (as  their  legal  tender  qualification  had  been  repealed 
on  July  22,  1876). 

Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just 

1,097  were  struck . 6,495 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date . 1 ,750 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can  match 
Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  established 
our  reputation  through  honesty,  courtesy, 
selection,  award-winning  publications,  and 
service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal  with. 
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As  we  go  to  press:  We  offer  new  purchases  and 
other  items  in  the  American  gold  series  from  dol¬ 
lars  to  double  eagles.  You’ll  find  rare  dates,  scarce 
mintmarks,  “type"  coins,  and  just  about  every¬ 
thing  else.  Gold  coins  are  a  prime  specialty  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  1 07  offers  some  truly  great  opportu¬ 
nities! 

Basic  information:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denomina¬ 
tions  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  $20.  The  larger  de¬ 
nominations,  $5,  $10,  and  $20,  were  primarily 
intended  as  bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-bank 
settlements,  international  transactions,  and  other 
financing.  As  many  of  these  were  shipped  over¬ 
seas  during  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries, 
fairly  substantial  quantities  exist  today,  making 
them  highly  collectible.  This  is  particularly  true 
for  many  issues  from  about  the  1880s  to  the 
1920s.  Most  earlier  issues,  even  of  high  mintages, 
are  quite  rare  if  in  Mint  State.  $1  and  $3,  rare  in 
all  grades,  were  discontinued  in  1889,  and  have 
been  fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces,  known 
as  quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  comparison  to 
the  higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  variet¬ 
ies  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  US.  and 
Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $  1 00;  available  from 
us  for  $80  net  plus  shipping  and  handling). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by  date, 
sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satisfying 
exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each  of  the 
major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the  reduced- 
weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August  1 ,  1 834), 
and  continuing  in  certain  denominations  through 
1 933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series  1 795- 1 834  as 
well.  The  larger  denominations  such  as  $20  are  very 
affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell  for  relatively 
little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value,  despite  their 
being  75  to  100  or  more  years  old. 

Here  are  some  ideas  for  building  a  type  set  of  U.S. 
gold  coins,  incorporating  at  the  same  time  an  invi¬ 
tation  for  you  to  select  from  the  coins  we  offer  for 
sale  in  various  grades  and  price  levels.  Of  course, 
we’d  be  happy  to  help  you  put  together  a  set  of 
interest,  if  you  would  find  this  more  convenient 
than  picking  and  choosing  from  our  stock: 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  1:  Basic  denomination  type 
set:  One  specimen  each  of  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20  gold  coins  =  6  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  2:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  of  the  circa  1839-1907  era: 


$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  =  6  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  3:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  $1  Type  I  Liberty  Head  design 
(1849-1854),  $1  Type  II  Indian  Princess  (1854- 
1856),  $1  Type  III  Indian  Princess  (1856-1889), 
$2.50,  $3,  $5  without  motto  (1839-1866),  $5  with 
motto  (1866-1908),  $10  without  motto  (1838- 
1866),  $10  with  motto  (1866-1907),  $20  without 
motto  (1850-1866),  $10  with  motto  and  with  re¬ 
verse  spelling  as  TWENTY  D.  (1866-1876),  $20 
with  motto  and  with  reverse  spelling  as  TWENTY 
DOLLARS  ( 1 877- 1 907)  =  1 2  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  4:  20th  century  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  introduced  after  1900:  Indian 
Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5,  Saint-Gaudens  In¬ 
dian  $10,  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  =  4  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  5:  20th  century  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  Indian  Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head 
$5,  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  without  motto 
(1907  or  1908),  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  with 
motto  (1908  to  1933),  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens 
$20  minted  only  in  1 907,  Saint-Gaudens  $20  with 
Arabic  numerals  in  date  (1907  and  1908),  and 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  with  motto  (1908  to  1933)  = 
7  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  6:  Combine  Bright  Ideas  2 
and  4,  for  an  expanded  basic  gold  type  set. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  7:  Combine  Bright  Idea  Nos. 
3  and  5  for  an  eye-popping  sophisticated  gold  type 
set. 

$1  Ciold  Pieces 


Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans 
issue.  Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart . 4,650 

At  the  time  the  1852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there 
was  not  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect 
gold  coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  set  aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces 
slipped  unnoticed  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces 
are  rare  at  all  levels.  Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Some  lightness  of  strike,  as  usual,  at  85 
of  date . 1 ,295 

From  the  outset,  the  Mint  experienced  difficulties  in 


striking  up  the  central  features  of  the  new  Type  II  design. 
Because  of  this,  the  relief  was  modified  in  1856  (to  the  Type 
III). 

1 855  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695 

1863  AU-50.  A  prime  rarity,  but  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  by  the  market . 1 ,650 

Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,950 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality, 
and  very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue, 
when  found  at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF 

grade .  2,750 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very 
early  issue  in  the  series;  at  least  100  times  rarer 
than  a  typical  date  a  half  century  later  in  the 
early  1900s,  and  yet  the  price  is  only  slighty 
more.  This  will  be  a  magnificent  addition  to  a 


type  set  or  date  collection . 1,595 

1856  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1857  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 


1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 
at  this  grade.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  ..  1,850 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  595 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Page  50 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  10" 


UNITED  STATES  Mill*  ('ll  IAS 


1873-S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595 

1878  AU-58 . 235 


Low-Mintage  1885  $2.50 
1885  AU-50.  Highly  important  issue.  Only  800 
business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  lowest 
production  figures  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics . 2,250 

1 892  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Scarce  this  nice . 1,450 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Scarce  this  fine . 1,350 

1903  AU-58 . 195 


1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sparkling  little 

cameo . 1,350 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1909  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

191 1-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharp  mintmark. 

Rare .  1,950 


Choice  1914-D  $2.50 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 


grade  level . 1,950 

1926  AU-58  (PCGS) . 219 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1927  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 


$3  Gold  Pieces 

1854  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold . 795 

In  the  year  1854  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  is 
in  smaller  letters  than  used  later  (1855-1889). 

1878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  ap¬ 
pealing  piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62 
coins  elsewhere,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its 
own .  1,950 


Hall  K aiMos 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-50  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  brilliant  surfaces . 995 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 575 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre .  3,450 

1838  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin.  Last  year 
of  the  Classic  Head  type . 1,395 

Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 
1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  in  this  grade.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin! . 2,195 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 


this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,095 

1893-CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1897-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1901  AU-50 . 185 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  .2,850 

1903-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 
grade . 1 ,295 

1908  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1909  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695 

191 1-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 

1860- D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 

next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 

1861- CF-12 . 925 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1879-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 

level,  although  not  difficult  to  find  in  worn 

grades . 1 ,250 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1882-S  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  in  MS-63  preser¬ 
vation  relatively  few  exist.  A  prize  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,595 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,850 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trai  led  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 


We’ve  just  purchased  a  small  hoard  of... 

Certified  MS-65  Commemorative  Half  Dollars 


You  Save  over  $600! 


Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified  and  guaranteed  to  please!  Total  list  price  on  this  “I 
love  comments!”  package  is  $6,407  and  it  can  be  yours  for  just  $5,760!  Not  only  will  you  love 
these  fascinating  and  interesting  coins,  but  you  will  love  Q.  David  Bowers  Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  a  free  bonus  gift  with  your  purchase!  It  will  provide 
you  with  everything  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  each  commemorative  issue. 


1936  Bridgeport 
1 954  Carver  Washington 
1 936  Cleveland 
1936  Delaware 
1 936  Elgin 
1920  Maine 
1934  Maryland 


1938  New  Rochelle 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail 

1920  Pilgrim 

1936  Rhode  Island 

1936  Robinson 

1936-D  San  Diego 

1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington 
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i  vi  mi  states  gold  i  imivs 


K  a  oil's 


grade  level.  Another  prize  item  for  the  special¬ 
ist!  . 2,395 


Double  lliioli's 


Rare  1838  Eagle 

1838  EF-hO  (ANACS  Cache),  l  ight  yellow-gold. 
Rare  in  all  grades . 2,895 

First  year  ol  Christian  Gobrecht  s  new  Coronet  design. 


1844  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1882- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1883- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 895 

1883-S  EF-40  (NGC) . 375 

1888  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this 


1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  popular  Carson  City  is¬ 


sue . 1,895 

1890-CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 410 

1892- CC  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 

1893- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . . 895 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A 

beautiful  coin . 795 


GOLD  COINS  FROM  BOWERS  AND  MER- 
ENA:  If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  be  de¬ 
lighted  to  help  you  with  your  type  set  or  spe¬ 
cialized  collection.  Check  this  listing  which 


includes  our  latest  acquisitions. 

1900-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 465 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 


The  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  is  curious  inasmuch  as  the 
D  mintmark  on  this  issue  alone  is  far  to  the  left  of  and  above 
the  leftmost  leaves  in  the  branch.  The  1908-D  With  Motto 
and  all  other  mintmarked  Indian  $10  varieties  have  the 
mintmark  much  lower  and  below  the  end  of  the  branch. 


1908-D  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 625 

1911  AU-58  (NGC) . 525 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1912-S.  EF-45 . 495 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Last  issue  in  the  early  (1907-1916)  Indian  se¬ 
ries,  after  which  there  was  a  coinage  gap  until 

1920 . 1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all). 
Lustre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce.  1 ,890 

First  year  of  the  new  reverse  design,  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion  spelled  out  as  TWF.NTY  DOLLARS. 

1883- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1884- CC  AU-50.  A  highly  lustrous  specimen  of 

this  popular  Carson  City  gold  issue . 1,395 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal.  Although  this  vast 
deposit  of  ore,  discovered  in  the  1 850s,  was  best  known  for  its 
silver,  about  an  equal  amount  value-wise  of  gold  was  extracted. 

1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date.  Low  mintage  of  just  59,011 

pieces .  5,495 

1913-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

quite  elusive  low-mintage  issue . 2,150 

1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 
full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels . 1,650 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 625 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650 


A  Great  Way  To  Spend  A  Couple  Of  Days 


Our  thanks  go  to  BillZucca  fora  very  nice  review  titled  “ The  World’s 
Greatest  Coin  Collector,  ”  published  recently  in  Vermont  Coinage, 
publication  of  the  Champlain  Valley  Coin  Club.  Here 
is  what  Bill  said: 

“ Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  by  Q. 

David  Bowers,  is  among  the  most  interesting  and 
informative  coin-related  books  I  have  ever  read!  For 
those  of  you  not  in  the  know,  Virgil  Brand  was  the 
millionaire  owner  of  the  Brand  Brewing  Company 
of  Chicago  who,  during  his  collecting  lifetime  from 
1889  to  1926  accumulated  over  350,000  coins — 
many  of  them  the  rarest  coins  in  existence!  After  his 
death  in  1926  it  took  his  family  decades  to  dispose 
of  his  collection. 

‘The  not-so-humble  beginning  of  his  interest 
in  coins  began  in  June  of  1889  when  from  a  dealer 
he  purchased  a  group  of  2,607  coins  which  in¬ 
cluded  an  1851  Humbert  $50  gold  piece,  a  1798  gold  eagle  ($14), 
a  1795  silver  dollar  ($2.50),  and  an  1836  Gobrecht  dollar  ($6). 
These  and  other  acquisitions  were  meticulously  recorded  in  his 
journal  which  eventually  included  nearly  140,000  entries,  many 
single  entries  of  which  represented  groups  containing  thousands  of 
coins.  1  le  often  purchased  rare  gold  and  silver  coins  by  the  roll  and 
never  seemed  to  have  enough  of  a  good  thing  as  demonstrated  by  his 


interest  in  accumulating  as  many  of  the  1884  and  1 885  Proof  trade 
dollars  as  he  could. 

“In  his  book,  Mr.  Bowers  describes  Mr.  Brand’s 
collecting  in  the  context  of  19  th  and  early  20th-century 
numismatics  and  history.  It  is  fascinating  to  learn  about 
the  beginning  and  early  development  of  coin  collecting 
in  the  United  States.  The  author  lists  what  may  be  the 
first  coin  auction  in  the  U.S.  as  having  taken  place  in 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1 828.  He  also  describes  many 
other  ways  that  coins  were  acquired  during  that  time 
including  going  from  farm  house  to  farm  house  asking 
for  any  old  coins,  buying  them  at  face  value  from  banks 
and  the  branch  mints,  and  having  an  ‘insider’  make 
them  for  you  at  the  US  Mint(!).  Mr.  Brand  did  all  ol 
these  except  for  the  last  although  he  was  the  eventual 
purchaser  of  many  of  the  clandestine  rarities  made 
during  the  last  150  years. 

“Although  first  published  in  1983,  VirgilBrand:  The  Man  and  His 
Era  is  still  available  from  many  sources  including  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.  in  Wolfeboro,  NH,  J.J.  Teaparty  in  Boston,  and  on 
loan  from  the  ANA  library  in  Colorado  Springs.  Find  a  copy  and  read 
it  to  be  transported  back  to  a  time  ol  coin  “cabinets,”  gentleman 
collectors,  face  value  gold  coins,  and  no  grading  standards.  It  is  a  great 
way  to  spend  a  couple  of  days.  " 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 

The  Man  and  His  Era 
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fact,  not  at  work.  Turns  out  that  due  to  over¬ 
stocked  coffers  and  reduced  demand,  the  Mint 
had  no  need  to  make  half cents  in  1 852,  so  thev 
didn  t.  But  several  Proofs  of  the  date  were 
struck,  presumably  as  presentation  pieces  and, 
later,  as  restrikes  for  collectors.  Though  these 
also  were  not  regular  issues,  this  also  shows 
how  much  our  country  has  changed.  With 
hundreds  of  billions  of  “pennies’  being  made 
each  year,  you’d  thing  our  coffers  would  be 
overstuffed  at  some  point.  But  no,  we  keep 
spewing  them  out,  while  certain  members  of 
the  public  call  for  their  ouster. 

What  could  be  more  compelling  than  a 
coin  with  a  mintage  of  one  or  two?  Mintages 
for  the  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  half  dime, 
$  1 ,  and  $3  coins  in  1 870  tend  to  jump  off  the 
I’ve  always  had  a  special  fascination  for  any  coin  listed  in  the  page  at  you,  since  they  all  are  unique.  It  seems  that  the  corner- 

Guide  Book  as  “Unknown  in  any  collection,”  or  “Unique,"  stone  for  the  second  San  Francisco  Mint  was  laid  that  year,  and 


Rare,  Unknown, 
and  Fantasy  Coins: 

Some  Numismatic  Magic 

by  Jim  Snedeker 


especially  if  the  coin  has  a  healthy  mintage.  There’s  a 
definite  story  there — what  happened  to  the  rest  of 
the  coins?  If  it  was  a  low  mintage,  why  were  so 
few  made?  Herewith,  an  examination  of  some 
of  those  coins. 

Two  familiar  examples  are  the  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  nickel  with  a  “mintage”  of  five,  and  the 
1 894-S  Barber  dime  of  which  24  were  made. 

It  turns  out  that  both  of  these  coins  were  made 
secretly.  Or,  at  least  that  is  what  numismatists 
think.  Because  the  new  Indian  Head  design  was 
soon  to  be  introduced,  no  Liberty  nickels  were  to  be 
made  in  1913.  But  the  clerk  of  the  Mint,  one  Samuel 
W.  Brown,  had  the  1913  Liberties  struck  in  secret,  and 
six  years  later  advertised  that  he  would  pay  $500  for  one 
of  them  as  a  way  of  prepping  the  public  for  the  eventual 
sale  of  the  ones  he  owned.  The  rest  is  history,  with  the  coins 
nowadays  selling  for  the  best  part  of  a  million  dollars  each. 

The  1 894-S  dime  also  was  not  struck  for  circulation.  No  San 


it  is  possible  that  freshly  minted  coins  (presumably  one  of 
each  denomination)  were  included  inside.  But  these 
three  coins  were  not  regular  San  Francisco  issues. 
Apparently  an  extra  copy  of  each  was  struck,  and 
they  eventually  found  their  way  into  the  hands  of 
collectors.  A  special  note  of  intrigue:  the  half  dime 
was  not  discovered  until  1978! 

Another  memorable  year  for  San  Francisco 
mintage  was  1873.  The  half  dollar  (no  ar¬ 
rows)  has  a  mintage  of  5,000  and  700 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  also  made,  but 
neither  coin  is  known  in  any  collection. 
What’s  the  story?  Well,  the  half  dollar  had 
arrows  added  to  its  date  to  signify  a  change 
in  its  weight;  presumably,  an  order  came 
down  from  on  high  to  melt  all  now-obso¬ 
lete  coins  with  the  old  weight.  Thus,  the 
5,000  halves  were  turned  to  goo.  While  the  $1 


weight  remained  the  same,  they  apparently  were  melted 
Francisco  dimes  were  to  be  made  that  year.  But  one  fine  along  with  the  halves.  It’s  hard  to  imagine  that  with  all  the  secretive 


summer  day,  Mint  Superintendent  Daggett  had 
nothing  to  do  so  he  went  for  a  walk  with  his 
daughter  to  the  Mint,  and  carefully 
struck  24  dimes  for  a  group  of  banker 
friends.  He  gave  some  to  the  little 
girl,  who  spent  one  on  ice  cream 
while  walking  home.  Or  so  the 
story  goes.  She  sold  three  in  1954 
for  a  handsome  profit.  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  those  other  dimes?  Twelve 
are  known  today;  incredibly,  one 
was  retrieved  from  circulation  in  1 957! 

(Some  speculate  it  was  the  one  used  to 
buy  the  ice  cream.)  Imagine  finding  that  in 
your  pocket  change.  Though  neither  of  these  coins  was  a 
regular  issue,  there’s  something  compelling  and  even 
nostalgic  about  seeing  their  tiny  mintages  next  to  mintages 
of  many  millions  of  similar  coins.  It  also  indicates  how  easy 
it  was,  if  you  wanted  to,  to  make  a  coin  for  a  lark.  Tilings  were 
much  simpler  then! 

The  1 852  halfcent  has  an  interesting  listing:  though  it  exists, 
there  is  no  known  mintage!  But  supernatural  forces  were,  in 


strikings  and  furtive  pinching  of  rare  coins  on  the  part  of  mint 
officials  and  employees  back  then,  that  nobody  had  the  foresight 
to  spirit  a  few  of  these  away.  Adding  to  the  legend  is  a  rumored 
1873-S  dollar  that  survived  in  mutilated  condition,  but 
which  has  never  been  seen  by  reliable  sources. 

Another  interesting  coin  from  that  great  year  is  the 
1873-CC  No  Arrows  dime.  It  has  a  listed  mintage  of 
1 2,400  but  only  one  is  known.  Why?  U nfor- 
tunately  for  coin  collectors,  the  mint 
apparently  deemed  it  necessary  to  melt 
these  coins  for  political  reasons. 
There  was  an  Assay  Commission 
meeting  in  1874,  and  the  one  coin 
was  probably  rescued  (read  pock¬ 
eted)  at  that  time. 

A  glance  through  the  Guide 
Book's  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
section  shows  an  interesting  entry: 
the  1853-0  No  Arrows  has  no  re¬ 
corded  mintage,  yet  it  exists.  Research 
shows  muddled  and  confusing  mint  records,  but  there  is  no 
record  of  actual  production.  My  guess  is  that  these  were  struck 
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as  presentation  pieces  tor  the  proverbial  visiting  toreign  dignitaries,  and 
eventually  tound  their  way  into  the  numismatic  world.  Three  are 
known.  (. \\  hv  is  it  that  back  then  ever)  toreign  potentate  was  perceived 
as  having  a  need  tor  rare  U.S.  coins?  Wonder  it  that  would 
work  today?) 

Another  notable  “trio  year"  was  1866:  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  issues  ot  the  quarter,  halt,  and  dollar  (no  motto 
varieties)  all  are  known  to  exist  (the  quarter  and  half 
dollar  as  unique  specimens),  but  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  Mint  Director’s  report.  It  happened  that  tor 
years,  one  Robert  C.  Davis  had  been  providing  his 
own  recipe  tor  opium  to  Mint  employees.  In  return 
tor  the  tavor,  it  is  surmised,  Mint  otficials  struck  these 
coins  just  tor  him.  It’s  notable,  of  course,  that  even 
back  then  mind-altering  drugs  were  a  profitable  busi¬ 
ness;  what’s  even  more  notable  is  that  in  1866  opium 
was  legal! 

While  gold  coins  have  always  had  low  mintages, 
there  are  still  some  extraordinary  pieces  that  bear 
noting.  In  1841,  the  New  Orleans  Mint  made  some 
$5  gold  pieces,  but  none  are  known.  Unlike  other 
coins  that  were  struck  and  then  melted,  no  record  exists 
of  any  melting.  What  happened  to  them?  One  theory  is 
that  the  New  Orleans  issues  struck  in  1841  were  not  dated 
1841.  It’s  also  possible  that  the  mintmark  was  inadvertently 
left  off.  But  until  one  shows  up,  we  ll  never  know  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  these  coins. 

With  today’s  astronomical  mintages,  it’s  hard  to  imagine  a  modern 
coin  that  would  engender  legend,  romance,  and  the  stuff  that  dreams  are 
made  of.  But  a  couple  of  relatively  new  coins  do  at  least  have  interesting 
stories.  One  is  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  In  late  1915  the  Mint 


had  a  competition  to  redesign  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  In  May 
of  1916,  MacNeil’s  new  design  for  the  quarter  was  approved.  But  the 
public  knew  nothing  about  the  new  coin  until  December,  when  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  tossed  its  full  mintage  of  52,000  into  circu¬ 
lation.  Well-known  is  the  story  of  the  subsequent  redesign 
in  1917,  owing  mainly  to  an  outcry  from  yahoos  in  the 
Society  for  the  Supression  of  Vice,  led  by  Anthony 
Comstock,  who  claimed  that  because  Miss  Liberty’s 
breast  was  exposed,  the  coin  was  immoral  and  ob¬ 
scene  and  should  be  removed  from  circulation.  The 
mint  caved  in,  of  course,  and  in  mid- 19 17,  Liberty 
now  sported  a  really  fashionable  and  comfortable¬ 
looking  chain  mail  vest.  Of  course,  there  are  other 
versions  of  what  happened. 

In  1980,  all  formerly  mintmark-less  Philadelphia 
coins  above  the  cent  were  to  include  a  “P”  mintmark. 
But  in  1 982,  somebody  goofed,  and  a  die  was  used  to 
make  dimes  without  the  new  mark.  So  far  over  5,000 
of  these  dimes  have  turned  up,  so  it’s  not  quite  the 
rarity  of  some  of  its  ancestors.  But  it’s  refreshing  that 
in  this  day  of  computerized  quality  control  and 
infinite  mintages,  errors  can  still  be  made  that  can  lead 
to  an  interesting  aberration  for  coin  collectors. 

Is  it  possible  we  ll  ever  have  a  really  are  modern  coin? 
Not  likely.  But  until  it  happens,  realize  the  potential  exists 
for  unknown  rarities.  For  example,  the  1 870-S  half  dime  was 
not  known  until  1978.  There  are  rumors  of  a  1964  Franklin  half.  The  Ike 
dollar  ended  production  in  1978  to  make  way  for  the  Susan  B.  What’s  not 
to  say  that  a  1979  Ike  may  have  been  made  in  error  (or  in  secret)?  Each 
day  is  a  new  chance  for  discovery,  and  the  wonderful  thing  about 
numismatics  is  that  this  chance  is  open  to  anyone. 


Retrospective  of  the  Work  of  Noted  Sculptor,  Trygve  Rovelstad 


Look  familiar?  The  head  of  the  pioneer  to  the  right 
and  the  standing  group  of  frontier  figures  on  the  pedestal 
to  the  left  are  part  of  a  retrospective  of  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  held  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  re¬ 
cently.  These  identical  motifs  were  used  by  Rovelstad  in 
his  1936  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollar. 


►  View  of  certain  other 
of  Rovelstad  s  works  in¬ 
cluding  the  “I  Will  Statue” 
planned  for  Chicago’s  har¬ 
bor  but  never  constructed. 
(Photographs  courtesy  of 
Gloria  Rovelstad) 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

As  we  go  to  press:  Commemoratives  are  always 
popular,  but  the  market  prices  go  up  and  down. 
Right  now  they  seem  to  be  in  a  low  part  of  the 
cycle.  This  translates  to  opportunity ;  in  our  opin¬ 
ion!  We  have  been  buying  all  of  the  nice  commemo¬ 
ratives  we  can  lay  our  hands  on!  Today  is  a  great 
time  to  start  a  collection  or  add  to  your  present 
collection.  Take  your  pick  of  our  many  new  pur¬ 
chases.  Enjoy! 

Basic  information:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anniversa¬ 
ries — some  obscure  and  others  of  national  importance. 

The  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  se¬ 
ries.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among 
the  most  comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  pro¬ 
duced,  and  includes  much  price  information  as  well. 
Excellent  studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter 
Breen  are  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value.  Or,  take  your  pick  of  one  of 
these  Special  Collections. 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  commemo¬ 
rative  collections  assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll 
be  pleased  with  the  quality  and  value  for  the  price 
paid,  and  the  selection  we  make  for  you: 

Special  Commemorative  Starter  Set  No.  1 
Selected  Brilliant  Quality! 

STARTER  SET  of  commemoratives  of  the  1 892- 
1954  classic  era:  Well  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth 
of  different  design  types  (no  two  alike),  each  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine  start  on  a  48-piece  type 
set.  Your  net  price  is  $895.  In  addition,  if  you  re¬ 
quest,  we’ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  1.”  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

Special  Advanced  Commemorative  Set  No.  2 
Superb  Brilliant  Quality! 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more 


worth  of  silver  commemoratives  (each  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  design)  from  the  early,  classic  years,  1892  to 
1954,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $2,695, 
which  will  include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins 
PLUS  a  great  book:  Dave  Bowers’  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 
In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll  send  some  other 
choice  commemoratives  to  you  on  approval  to  add 
to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a  spe¬ 
cial  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Commemorative 
Set  No.  2.”  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 
Our  Best  Special  Set! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has  even 
more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its  quality  and 
beauty!  Not  only  will  you  receive  many  different  basic 
design  types,  but  there  will  be  numerous  low-mint- 
age  date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand  start 
on  a  specialized  144-piece  silver  set.  You’ll  get  over 
$10,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  dis¬ 
counted  to  you  for  only  $8,850  including  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  Encyclopedia  of  commemoratives.  And,  if  desired, 
we  ll  send  you  some  additional  silver  commemora¬ 
tives  on  approval,  and  will  keep  a  “want  list”  show¬ 
ing  pieces  you  still  need.  Sorry,  no  dealers  (for  it  takes 
us  too  long  to  find  this  kind  of  quality  ,  and  when 
we  offer  a  discount  deal  such  as  this,  it  goes  to  the 
collectors  among  our  clientele). 

Splendid  Gem  Isabella 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,475 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 459 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 


issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 
ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 9,685 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 
age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December 
14,  1 899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washington’s  death. 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 
splendid  coin!  . 3,450 

Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 3,450 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant. ..  1,1 15 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,115 

1 900  Lafayette  dollar.  EF-40.  Evenly  toned  in  gun- 
metal-gray.  . 275 

Gem  1921  Alabama  2x2  50<t 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  Very  well  struck.  One  of 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the 
hardest  to  find  commemorative  halves  at  this 


grade  level . 3,575 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  beautiful!  . 1,299 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 


1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCI).  Lightly  toned.  Marked 
“PQ”  on  the  holder.  A  very  nice  specimen.  385 

We  originated  the  term  “PQ”  for  Premium  Quality  a 
few  years  ago,  but  it  was  picked  up  and  became  abused  else¬ 
where  in  the  marketplace,  so  we  have  largely  discontinued 
its  use. 

1936  Albany.  AU-58 . 259 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 

surfaces . 1 ,260 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 
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1036-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

193’’  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

193”-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 122 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65 . 875 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 210 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 419 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2, 1 00 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 419 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 509 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed!  . 1 ,035 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 

mirrorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces .  1,425 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 116 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 610 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  Brilliant . 610 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 469 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 290 

1925-S  California.  AU-58 . 105 

1925-S  California.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 105 

1951-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  toning . 485 

1951-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 72 


1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...65 

Generous  mintage  of  2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...26 

1952-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 224 

1952- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  83 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 68 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 65 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  27 

1954  Carver-Washington,  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .245 
1954  Carver-Washington,  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...46 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  54 
1 954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  46 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 

See  the  book  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREAT  BOOKS 


STATUS  (!0MMKM0RAT1VK 


1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  26 

Carver-Washington  Special  Offer 
We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a  set 
of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or  more 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  of  Booker  T. 
Washington  (1946-1951)  and/or  Washington- 
Carver  (1951-1954)  halves,  you  can  mix  the 
types,  grades  of  your  choice,  and  take  a  4%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  top.  Order  1 0  or  more,  and  make 
that  a  7%  discount!  Note:  As  we  only  have  one 
or  two  in  stock  for  some  grades,  we  would  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  alternate  choices  when  you  or¬ 
der.  Offer  subject  to  discontinuation,  so  order 
early. 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 335 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 335 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 359 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 495 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 252 

1 936-D  Columbia.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 252 

1936-S  Columbia  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 899 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...49 
1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 749 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 310 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  .255 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 232 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 810 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<t 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 

pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 3,295 

In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was 
the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high 
grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity 


of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this 
the  publicity  (or  the  issue  has  fallen  between  the  tracks.  Still, 
it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece 
such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition. 


1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-58 . 98 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Rarity 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem.  The  most  desired  design  type  of  the  com¬ 
memorative  series.  Rarely  seen  this  nice.  6,195 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 6,195 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 2,195 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...935 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 570 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 290 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 217 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 770 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant.  126 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  102 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-60.  Brilliant . 96 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 90 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 85 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .90 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,450 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 


on  American  coinage. 

1 936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 . 1 89 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 865 

1920  Maine.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brlliant . 495 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 


1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  frosty 


A  Happy  Consignor 

“Dear  Mr.  Merena: 

“Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  check 
for  my  consignment  in  your  last  auction.  I 
appreciate  the  fine  help  of  Rick  Bagg  and 
others  in  your  firm,  and  only  wish  I  had 
become  acquainted  with  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  earlier.  Best  wishes  in  your  future 
business.” 

— E.N.B. 
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specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,000 

1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  729 

Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<f 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  gem!  2,895 

The  1 923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade 
it  emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 495 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 45 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 44 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,185 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 605 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 439 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1926  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 539 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep 

golden  peripheral  toning . 630 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 320 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 147 

1926-S  Oregon.  ALk-58 . 105 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 290 

Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  Trail  series  is  re¬ 
plete  with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..475 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,450 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  510 

Mintage:  6,005  coins. 

1939- S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 


Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  50<f 


liant . 2,650 


Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  50<! 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,650 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Superb! .  1 ,565 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril- 


1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 


liant .  550 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 829 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 87 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 85 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 82 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 75 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 359 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 195 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned . 112 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 419 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 419 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  105 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 105 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1935- S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 76 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 138 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55  (PCI) . 76 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,050 

1925  Stone  Mountain  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,050 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 268 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 53 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55 . 41 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


The  state  ofTexas  began  celebrating  its  1 936  centennial 
in  1934  and  didn’t  stop  celebrating  it  until  1938!  For  some 
reason — perhaps  it  is  the  loyalty  ofTexans  to  their  own  coin¬ 
age — these  issues  have  always  been  popular.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  really  nice  about  putting  together  a  complete  date  and 


mint  set  from  1934  through  1938  inclusive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 210 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 

toning . 245 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 268 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 268 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 409 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

Mintage  of  just  3,775  pieces,  the  smallest  in  the  Texas 
series. 

1938-S  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low-mint¬ 
age  rarity. . 699 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 


1946  Booker  I.  Washington.  MS-65.  B  rilliant.50 


1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 78 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 2' 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 78 

1947  B.  I.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 33 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 112 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 310 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 112 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 580 

Mintage:  6,004  coins. 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 210 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 27 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 323 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 


Special  B.  T.  Washington  Discount  Deal 
Repeating  a  Popular  “Special” 

Repeating  a  popular  special.  We  will  do  our 
part  to  help  you  form  a  set  of  this  interesting  se¬ 
ries.  Order  three  or  more  different  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  (1946-1951)  and/or  Carver- Washington 
(1951-1954)  varieties,  grades  of  your 
choice,  and  take  a  4%  discount 
off  the  top.  Order  1 0  or  more, 
and  make  that  a  7%  dis¬ 
count!  Note:  As  we  only 
have  one  or  two  in  stock  lor 
some  grades,  we  would  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  alternate 
choices  when  you  or¬ 
der.  Offer  subject  to 
discontinuation,  so 
order  early.  Sorry, 
no  dealers. 
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UN  mil)  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

VARIETY 

1937-S 

MS-63 

MS-64 

395 

MS-65 

VARIETY 

1933-D 

MS-63 

MS-64 

419 

MS-65 

610 

A  M  \ 

1938 

735 

1934-D 

232 

268 

450 

y  \  V 

1938-D 

665 

1936 

210 

320 

N  ^ 

1938-S 

935 

1936-S 

232 

259 

(  mmiimimr:i ( ii  n 

1936  Bridgeport 

429 

1937-D 

175 

217 

325 

ill  ■  • 

1925-S  California 

290 

469 

1050 

1938 

325 

335 

369 

Nil  vim 

i*  (  iiinv 

Carver 

1938-D 

335 

369 

JlllLl 

1951 

85 

1938-S 

325 

335 

369 

In  the  following  "grid’ 

we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 

1951-D 

35 

135 

1939 

619 

665 

835 

certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 

1951-S 

72 

1939-D 

619 

665 

835 

lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America's  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
com  memo  rati  ves  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 

1952 

26 

27 

1939-S 

619 

665 

835 

1952-D 

105 

224 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

865 

1565 

2650 

1952-S 

52 

83 

1920  Pilgrim 

210 

829 

1953 

53 

205 

1921  Pilgrim 

195 

359 

'  1150 

1953-D 

55 

78 

310 

Rhode  Island  type 

NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see 

the  preceding  list- 

1953-S 

27 

65 

1936 

147 

419 

ing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers 

have  done 

1954 

46 

54 

245 

1936-D 

112 

147 

419 

for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your 

1954-D 

46 

54 

245 

1936-S 

155 

485 

headquarters  tor  quality  and  value. 

1954-S 

26 

65 

1937  Roanoke 

259 

325 

VARIETY  MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

Cincinnati  type 

1936  Robinson 

169 

495 

1893  Isabella  25tf 

699 

1185 

2475 

1936 

395 

835 

1935-S  San  Diego 

92 

119 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

1950 

3450 

9685 

1936-D 

335 

395 

699 

1936-D  San  Diego 

98 

138 

1921  Alabama  plain 

699 

1115 

1936-S 

335 

395 

1080 

1926  Sesqui 

699 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

849 

1299 

3575 

1936  Cleveland 

85 

119 

359 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1050 

1315 

1936  Albany 

290 

385 

735 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

60 

98 

268 

1937  Antietam 

605 

785 

1936 

252 

325 

Texas  type 

Arkansas  type 

1936-D 

325 

1934 

112 

123 

210 

1935 

115 

429 

1936-S 

252 

325 

1935 

123 

210 

1935-D 

98 

115 

429 

1 892  Columbian 

275 

1935-D 

112 

123 

210 

1935-S 

115 

429 

1893  Columbian 

290 

1935-S 

112 

123 

210 

1936 

104 

130 

429 

1935  Connecticut 

275 

395 

835 

1936 

112 

123 

1936-D 

104 

130 

429 

1936  Delaware 

310 

749 

1936-D 

123 

210 

1936-S 

104 

130 

429 

1 936  Elgin 

239 

295 

409 

1936-S 

123 

210 

1937 

122 

147 

630 

1936  Gettysburg 

429 

1937 

112 

210 

1937-D 

122 

147 

630 

1 922  Grant  plain 

275 

485 

1025 

1937-D 

123 

210 

1937-S 

122 

147 

630 

1922  Grant  Star 

3295 

1937-S 

210 

1938 

175 

1928  Hawaiian 

2195 

2950 

6195 

1938 

385 

409 

495 

1938-D 

175 

210 

875 

1935  Hudson 

645 

935 

1938-D 

385 

409 

495 

1938-S 

175 

875 

1924  Huguenot 

290 

835 

1938-S 

385 

409 

1939 

340 

419 

1946  Iowa 

94 

98 

138 

1925  Vancouver 

699 

1565 

1939-D 

419 

1025 

1925  Lexington 

126 

239 

1165 

1927  Vermont 

252 

425 

1939-S 

419 

1150 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

268 

770 

1936  Wisconsin 

239 

245 

290 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

155 

225 

509 

1936  Long  Island 

94 

150 

1936  York 

232 

259 

Boone  type 

1 936  Lynchburg 

335 

495 

BTW  Type 

1934 

112 

189 

1920  Maine 

205 

385 

865 

1946 

50 

1935 

115 

129 

210 

1934  Maryland 

175 

245 

495 

1946-D 

78 

1935-D 

115 

210 

1921  Missouri 

835 

1946-S 

27 

50 

1935-S 

115 

129 

210 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

6995 

1947 

33 

78 

1935/34 

98 

112 

182 

1923-S  Monroe 

155 

495 

2895 

1947-D 

85 

175 

1935/34-S 

1035 

1938  New  Rochelle 

439 

605 

1947-S 

72 

1936 

115 

129 

210 

1 936  Norfolk 

539 

589 

1948 

65 

72 

1936-D 

115 

129 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1948-D 

65 

72 

1936-S 

129 

210 

1926 

320 

1948-S 

72 

1937 

129 

210 

1926-S 

169 

320 

1949 

98 

112 

1937-D 

359 

395 

610 

1928 

290 

395 

1949-D 

98 

112 
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UNITED  STATUS  UOMMEMOKATIVE  COINS 


VARIETY 

1949-S 

MS-63  MS-64 

98 

MS-65 

112 

1950 

55 

65 

1950-D 

55 

65 

1950-S 

26  27 

50 

1951 

26  27 

50 

1951-D 

85 

92 

1951-2 

78 

Commemorative  Gold 

1922  Grant  No  Star  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750 


Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 
tiful! . 1,095 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 560 


Museum  Quality  Commemorative  Artifact 

Commemorative  gold  dollar  bracelet,  early  20th 
century,  comprised  of  eleven  gold  dollars  from 
the  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair;  nine  of  the  McKinley 
design  and  two  of  the  Jefferson  portrait.  Ex¬ 
pertly  crafted  by  joining  original  gold  dollars 
together  with  gold  links  and  a  gold  clasp.  Al¬ 
though  we  have  seen  some  one-coin  and  three- 
coin  jewelry  items  made  from  commemorative 
dollars  during  this  era  (some  of  these  are  illus¬ 
trated  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Coins  and  Collec¬ 
tors),  the  present  item  is  the  only  eleven-coin 
bracelet  we  have  ever  seen . 2,900 

Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  1C, 
5<t,  104,  25 <t,  50<t . 675 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set  NGC  certified.  l<f  Proof- 

65  RD,  5<£  Proof-66,  10C  Proof-66,  25tf  Proof- 
67,  50<C  Proof-66 . 635 

1952  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  1C, 

5 <t,  10C,  25C,  50C . 295 

Pattern  Coins 

1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  de¬ 
sign  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in 

1860.  Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 

blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal . 1,995 


Set  of  three  1859  pattern  half  dollars  illustrat 
ing  three  different  reverse  types.  Struck  in 
silver.  Each  has  J.B.  Longacre’s  Liberty  Head 
obverse  in  combination  with  a  pattern  reverse. 
The  three  pieces,  each  brilliant  and  attractive, 
are  as  follows:  1859  Judd-237,  Pollock  293. 
Proof-63  (NGC);  1859J-239,  P-295.  Proof -65 
(NGC);  1859  J-241,  P-297,  Proof-64  (NGC). 
Set  of  three  pieces  for . 1 0,875 

Hawaiian  (loins 

1847  Hawaii  1C.  EF-45 . 625 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 


1883  Hawaii  10C.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  lower  grades.  Your  satisfaction  is 

guaranteed! . 3,900 

1883  Hawaii  10C.  AU-50.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher  qual¬ 
ity  that  usually  seen . 495 

1883  Hawaii  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  Hawaii  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  .350 

1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50 . 695 

1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 
surfaces,  somewhat  prooflike.  A  beauty!  695 


A  Curious  Token  is  Identified! 


The  following  inquiry  was  run  in  Rare  Coin  Review  #105,  Page 
49. 

This  uniface  token  is  curious  inas 
much  as  it  has  a  reeded  edge  (not 
particularly  common  on  tokens)  and 
is  not  attributed  as  to  issuer  and 
location.  The  inscription 
PROVIDENCIA  appears  on  the 
obverse  above  a  two-story  build¬ 
ing — possibly  a  storage  area  for  a 
bountiful  harvest  or  whatever? 

Providencia  undoubtedly  trans¬ 
lated  to  God,  or  Providence.  The 
reverse  is  blank. 

The  token  measures  26.5mm  diam 
eter,  is  in  copper,  and  is  illustrated  here  in  two 
diameters.  If  anyone  can  identify  it,  please  write  in  and 
we  will  publish  the  answer  in  a  future  issue. 

The  following  was  received  from  Clyde  Hubbard: 

“Gentlemen: 

“A  CURIOUS  TOKEN  illustrated  on  page  49  of  Rare  Coin 
Review  #105  is  from  Mexico  and  is  illustrated  in  Russ  Rulau’s 


Latin  American  Token  book,  page  102,  #Mxo  447. 

For  some  vague  reason  I  cannot  recall,  I  suspect  it  might  have 
originated  in  Durange.  My  notes  on  tokens  have  been  misplaced 
but  I  may  have  the  token  overstruck  on  a  Durango  1/8  real 
piece  on  the  colonial  period.  Russ  used  some  of  my  photos  for 
illustrating  his  book.  Can’t  find  those  notes,  either. 

“The  5th  edition  of  Diccionario  Porrua,  a  3-volume 
work  on  the  FJistory,  Biography,  and  Geography  of 
Mexico  lists  an  FJacienda  de  la  Providencia 
in  the  state  of  Guerrero  near  Acapulco 
where  a  group  of  politicians  met  in 
1854  to  draft  the  Plan  de  Ayutla. 
FJowever,  it  is  unlikely  that  there  is 
any  connection  with  this  meeting 
and  the  token.  Providencia  is  one 
of  many  names  of  religious  signifi¬ 
cance  used  to  name  haciendas, 
mines,  pharmacies,  and  what  have 
you.  In  Mexico  City  there  is  a 
Farmacia  de  Dios  which  translates  as 
God’s  Drug  Store.  Farmacia  de  Jesus 
also  exists  in  the  same  city. 

Sincerely  yours” — Clyde  Hubbard 
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Hook  Index 


Offered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  books  offered  for  sale  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which  books  you  wish  to  order,  just  find  them  on  the 
list  below,  note  the  Stock  number  and price  and  call  us  at  1-800-222-5993  to  place  your 
order.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on  any  book,  or  would  like  to  browse  through 
our  many  interesting  titles,  check  through  the  pages  following  this  list. 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-125)  $24.95  (hrdbd) 
ANA  Anthology,  The  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-711)  $65 
(hrdbd) 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN-710)  $159  (hrdbd) 
Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836  Edgar  E.  Souders  (BSO-752)  $60.00  (hrdbd) 
Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  A  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-353) 
$19.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S. Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351)  $12.95 
(sftbd)/$  19.95  (hrdbd) 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties,  The  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
(BFI-110)  $24.95  (sftbd) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-308/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.95  (hrdbd)/$75  (de¬ 
luxe  hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-102/102A) 
$24.95  (sftbd)/$44.95  (hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-106)  $24.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  The  Brian  Greer  (BGR-222) 
$36.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  A  Blythe  (BBL-105) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-108) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO-107) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00  (hrdbd) 
Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  A  C.  Overton  (BOV-100)  $59.95 
(hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989 
Swiatek/Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The-2nd  Edition  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-761) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth  Kevin  Flynn  (BFL-1 14)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  The  Carson  City  Mint  Winter/Cutler  (BWI- 
816/817)  $19.95  (sftbd)/  $31.95  (hrdbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749)  $19.95 
(hrdbd) 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-130)  $59.95 
(hrdbd) 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives  Harry 

Laibstain  (BLA-85 1/852)  $29.95  (sftbd)/$32.50  (sprbd) 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 

Moxie  Encyclopedia,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-809)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-814/81 5)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$31.95  (hrdbd) 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-82 1/822) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 


Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-145) 
$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-207) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-208) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-209)  $12.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-210) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  $.  $heldon  (BSH- 100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Postcards  olAlphonse  Mucha,  The  Bowers/Martin  (BBM-850)  $10.00  (sftbd) 
$ilver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q. 

David  Bowers  (BBM-204)  $149  (hrdbd) 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900,  The  Russ  Rulau  (BRU-724) 
$45.00  (sftbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-51 1)  $12.95  (sftbd) 
United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
307)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE-798) 
$50.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-135) 
$57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  (BPO-100) 
$79.00  (hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-303)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (BBR- 
764)  $100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR-765) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-422)  $49.95  (dlx  hrdbd) 


A  Nice  Note  from  W.M. 

The  following  came  from  a  state  of  Washington  reader  and  client: 

“1  collect  numismatic  books,  give  talks  on  early  American 
economics,  collect  Voce  Populi  by  die  varieties,  and  collect  Talbot, 
Allum,  and  Lee  mulings  (conder  tokens). 

“I  just  sent  in  my  $79  this  morning  for  one  of  your  subscriptions 
to  get  all  of  the  Bowers  &  Merena  periodicals.  I  really  enjoy  your 
publications,  and  your  books  (1  have  several)  and  your  Coin  World 
articles.  You  have  done  more  for  this  hobby  than  anyone  visible  to 
me,  or  at  least  as  much  as  anyone.” 
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Numismatic 
Books  lor  Sale 

At  Great  Discount  Prices 


A  New  Title! 

A  great  new  book  on  half  dollars  is  now  available,  Bust  Half 
Fever  by  Edgar  E.  Souders.  This  book  covers  die  varieties  of  the 
1807-1836  years  and  discusses  not  only  the  varieties  but  the 
background  of  the  series,  grading,  collecting,  and  many  other 
aspects.  According  to  Kenneth  Lowe,  who  is  handling  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  book,  it  will  be  to  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  what 
Sheldon  is  to  large  cents! 

As  we  go  to  press,  our  first  shipment  of  just  50  copies  is  being 
unloaded  in  our  Publications  Department.  Thus,  we  offer  you  a 
copy  of  this  352  page,  profusely  illustrated,  hard  bound  book, 
(Stock  No.  BSO-752)  for  just  $60.  As  always,  your  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed! 

A  Sneak  Preview 

Some  of  you  may  be  wondering  when  our  prolific  Dave  Bowers ' 
will  be  writing  a  new  book.  Believe  it  or  not,  he  has  just  finished 
two  new  titles  and  has  a  third  in  the  works!  Of  course,  none  of  these 
will  be  available  for  months  but  you  can  plan  ahead  to  place  a  pre¬ 


publication  order  around  the  end  of  this  year. 

A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  trade 
Dollars  will  be  the  first  of  its  kind.  This  handy 
action  guide  to  one  of  America’s  most  popular 
series  will  be  a  must  for  all  those  who  collect 
silver  dollars.  We  expect  this  book  to  be  avail¬ 
able  in  early  1996. 

History  of  Wolfe  boro,  NH  1770-1994,  a 
three  volume  1 ,500+  page,  illustrated  set  is  the 
most  detailed  history  ever  produced  of  our 
small  home  town.  Work  on  it  has  taken  thou¬ 
sands  of  hours  and  has  involved  the  contribu¬ 
tions  and  assistance  of  over  1 00  people.  Dave 
Bowers,  lead  author,  donated  his  services  to  the 
Wolfeboro  Historical  Society  in  writing  this 
impressive  work.  1  his  title  will  also  be  available 
early  1996. 

The  New  Coin  Book,  as  we  have  affectionately  named  the  latest 
work-in-progress  is  planned  to  be  a  collectors  guide  to  rare  coins. 
This  informative  book  will  add  an  enjoyable  dimension  to  your 
collecting  interests.  Have  a  suggestion  for  a  chapter?  Drop  Dave 
a  line  and  he  will  possibly  include  that  topic  in  the  book! 

A  discount  awaits  you  on  every  book  purchased  from  this  Rare 
Coin  Review.  Our  discount  policy  is  simple:  On  any  purchase  up 
to  and  including  $100,  take  10%  off  the  list  price.  On  any 
purchase  over  $100,  take  20%  off. 

As  always,  I  am  just  a  toll-free  call  away  and  would  be  delighted 
to  take  your  order.  Each  and  every  title  comes  with  our  full  30-day 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  I  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you  soon. 


Sincerely, 


OhJU_ 


Mary  Tocci 


U.S.  Pattern  Book  Wins  Awards! 


★  Winner  of  the  PNG’s  Robert  Friedberg  Award,  1995 

★  Winner  of  the  NLG’s  Best  Specialized  U.S.  Coin  Book,  1 995 

Andrew  Pollock’s  massive  book  has  just  been  honored  with  awards  from  both  the  Professional 
Numismatist’s  Guild  and  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  If  you  are  interested  in  pattern  coins,  this 
book  is  a  must,  as  it  updates  and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern  series,  and  also  gives  much  information 
not  available  in  any  other  single  source. 

Andy  has  spent  years  meticulously  evaluating  rarity,  assembling  market  price  data,  and  much 
more,  with  numerous  varieties  newly  identified  as  major  rarities. 

Deluxe  hardbound,  524  pages — Order  Stock  No.  BPO-IOO.  List  price:  $^9.00 
Confidential  discount  price  to  Rare  Coin  Review  #107  readers 

Only  $63.00 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  1 84  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer:  HB 
version  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 


TMC  COMMUTE 
GUI  PC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Libert)'  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 
168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  306  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 

A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Save  Money! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  Si 00;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100  (off 
publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 
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Numismatist's  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
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Companion 


- 


COMPANY 
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The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

Aa  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  1 92-224  pages  in 
each  volume. 


i  The  Numismatist's: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion — SB(BBM-207)  List  $  1 2.95  I 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
►  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion— SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  Traveling  Companion— SB  (BBM-210)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $12.95 

Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Two  volumes,  over  2,000 
pages!  Everything  you 
need  to  know  about  silver 
dollars  and  trade  dollars. 

►  HB  (BBM-204)  List  $149.00 


Q.  David  Bwvtrs 

SILVER  DOI1ARS 

i  Tn  vnc  riou.ARsot  rm 

UNITED  STATES 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Un»t*4 


Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one 
of  the  country's  most 
knowledgeable  numisma¬ 
tists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 


^  United  States  Copper  Coins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor  — 

SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  3<t  and  5<tt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 


SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


I  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

I  By  Q.  David  Bowers 
I  All  you  want  to  know  about 
I  American  gold  coins.  415 
I  pages,  illustrated 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 
Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 
Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book!  754 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order — Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 


WALTER  BREEN’S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- - - OF - 

U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  265  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


oks  formate 

United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
cpins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents  W  orth 
by  Kevin  Flynn 


\  (  *mpl m  <-d ttu  »  CM  l>»»hfe  flt«v 
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Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  112  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  1 54  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  comprehensive,  specialized  text  for  the 
connoisseur  of  the  series. 

►  SB  (BGR-222)  List  $36.95 

Save  money  on  these  great  books 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 
By  AlC.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  VZ.  Pollock  III  (Foreword 
by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates..  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photograde 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $9.95 


Standard  Catalog  or 

UNITED  STATES 

TOKENS 

1700-1900 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens 

1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens.  824  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  List  $45.00 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 


The  Coropn-lMnaitv  Encyclopedia 
of 

United  StttM 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


CHERRYPICKERS'  GUIDE 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


Guide  >°  US. 
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Michael  J.  Hodder 
Q.  David  Bowers 
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A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


THI  ClIMPI  fTF  GUIDE  TO 

MERCURY 

DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

BARBER 

HALVES 


AyO»ML>wi*xr 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  112 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 
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Bu;>t  Halt  Fever  1802  1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work 
covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series, 
grading  collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this 
work  on  American 
commemoratives.  386 
pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

1  By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

|  Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
I  coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-817)  List  $31.95 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  SB  (BBM-809)  List  $19.95 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  SB  (BBM-821)  List  $19.95 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822)  List  $24.95 

The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

►  SB  (BBM-850)  List  $10.00 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


Save  Money! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  takt 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100  (off 
publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment— TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information 
in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and 
be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if 
possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 

Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
scaled  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do 
vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953)  that  our 
conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  count¬ 
less  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process 
we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977-1979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 


quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  tl 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  deman 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  perio 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamj 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  Ne 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  sped 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographic 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  ma 
occur. 


Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist:  G. 
Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic Associai 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew  V 
Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen ,  Profession 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymoi 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin  I.dgerl 
Roberta  French;  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager.  Photograph 
Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  t  yntlt 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Tricia  Toepper,  Maggie  Kcttlu 
Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Mary  I  occi. 

•Accounting  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  t  .P.3 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill. 


ORDER 

FORM 

Rare  Coin 
Review 

#107 

Send  your  order  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Coins ,  Books,  &  Specials 

Page  # 

Stock  # 

Description  of  item 

Quantity 

Price 

Address  &  Payment 


Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Name:  _ 

Address: _ 

City:  _  State  _  Zip  _ 

Telephone:  _ _ _ 

Customer  #: _ _ _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  Check  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  AmEx 

Card  # _ Exp.  Date:  _ 

Signature: _ _ _ 


Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

RCR  Only 

Domestic 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□  $19.00 

□  $79.00 

□  $135.00 

□  $185.00 

Subtotal  of  items 

Standard  postage  (see  rates  below) 

Overnight  delivery  (see  rates  below) 

Total  Enclosed 

Normal  Delivery:  Coins  by  First  Class  Mail  $5  on  orders  under  $500 

Free  on  orders  over  $500 

Books/Supplies  by  book  rate  $3.50  for  up  to  $50 

plus  1 0%  over  that  amount 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on  orders  over  $500 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 


To  Order:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  In  NH:  569-5095 
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